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: To the READER. 


5 (): R Saviour ſent an Epiſtle 
| from Heaven to the Church of 
Epheſus, wherezn he reproveth 
her becauſe ſhe had left her fir# love, 
and threatweth the Removal of her Can- 

dleFick, that he. would -take awny her 

' Light if ſhe did not recover hex Love. By 
the fame hand at the ſame time:he {ent 
another E piitle to the: Church: of Lao- 


- 


:dicea, wherein he reproweth.her- Luke- 
warmneſs, and threatneth becauſe ſhe 
was neither hot wor cold, "he wanlg ſpue 
her out of \bis month, Rev. 2.:4,/5. & 
J.I5, 16. And are Chriitians in Eng- 
land. #nder no ſuch ſin, in wo ſuch dan- 
5 ? when ſome ſcoff at the-flames of 
Yove to Chrift, like dbgs that bark at the 
Moon ſo far above them ; when the moſt 
nominal Chritians are wholly ffranzers 
fo this Love, whatever their notional 
Knavleage be ; the former looking nton 
t as but a fancy, the latter havins it 
| A 2 only + 
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-only in the Theory : and when amonoſt eg ftia 
thoſe Chriſtians who love Chriſt in ſin fine, 
cerity, there are fo few that know what nea! 
it is to Love Chrift with fervonr and | flow 
ardency : when there is ſo General a de-*taph 
cay of Love to Chriſt in the Land, Lord ganc 
what ts like to become of Fngland 9 mc 
Have we not provoked the Lord to take with 
away our CandleStich, » 4 the worſe mal , 
than Egyptian darkneſs to overſpreaa Auth 
#5 47ain, and cover our Light, becauſe Auth 
it ſbineth with ſuch cold beams, becauſe 92 wa 
the Liaht of Kyowledge in the head is his M 
accompanied with ſo little warmth of «naif 
Love to Chrit in the hearts of mo$# ay h; 
Chriſtians ? every one will fetch water ##tain 
70 quench fire in a general conflagra- ©©cerz 
tion; and ſurely there is need in a day*4ton, 
of ſuch General decay of Love to Chriſe #109, ( 
that ſome ſhould fetch fire,fire from Hea-t#g Ag: 
ver, and uſe bellows too, Arguments 9 mat; 
I mean," to enkiudle. ana blow up theme. 
ſpark of love to Chriſt, which ſeems ſe un 
ready to expire. Reader, The follow Hver S 6 
ins Diſcourſe concerning the True Chri### hetr: 
ſ[tians 
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to the Reader. 


27ſt ep ftians Love of the Unſeen Chriſt, is not 
ſin- finely ſpun, and curiouſly woven with 
phat neatneſſes of wit and language ; it is not 
and | flouriſhed and ſet off with variety of Me- 
z de- * taphors, Hyperbolies, Rhetorical Ele- 
Lord gancies, or Poetical Fancies and Frao- 
1d ? ments; it is not adorned and frinea 
take with the ſpecions ſhow of many Margi- 
porſe mal Quotations excerpted ont of divers 
read Authors; the Diſcourſe is plain, but the 
cauſe Author hath endeavoured that it might 
cauſe be warm, his deſi2n beings more to advance 
ad is his Maſter than Himſelf in thy eſtcem ; 
h of 4a if he have lefs of thy praiſe,ſo his Lord 
mot may have more of thy love, his great end is 
vater tained, T he chief part of this Diſcourſe 
107 4 encerning the Love of Chriſt, is Appli- 
a day C4tion,and about twothira's of it Exhorta- 
briſe #192, (there being geaerally in this know. 
Hea-t#12 Age more need of excitation than in- 
nent ormation, where thou haſt variety of Ar- 
Þ thenments and motives to ſtir up and pro- 
hs poke unto the love of Chriſt,together with 
lp Hvers directions how 10 attainthis love 
Chri# the truth and ſtrength of it, and where- 
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in the ſtrength of love to Chriſt ſhould 1 * 


evidence it ſelf, There is alſo an Appen- 


arx aaaea,for further encouragement un- 
zo the love of Chriſt, concerning Chriſts 
vanifeſtation of himſelf unto ſuch as 
love him. 
CH ical, nothing init controverſal , not 0z- 
ly Proteſtants, but Papiſts too will ver- 
bally acknowledge the obligation which 
Chriſtians have to love Chriſt, and none 
will oppoſe this that are true Chriſtians, 
zoze but Turks, Infidels and Devils are 
profeſſedly againſt it. That this lit- 
zle Book may be bleſſed by the Lord, to 
be a means to warm and inflame thine 
heart with love to the unfeen Chriſt, is 


the earneſt Prayer of 


A hearty Well-wiſher to thy Soul, 


The whole Diſcourſe is pra- 
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Life, 
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; TRUE CHRISTIANS 
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5 lit- I PE Fo I. 8. 
a, to | | 
thine W hom having not ſeen, ye Love, in 
{+, is whom, though now ye ſee him not, 
REN yet Believing, ze Repoyce with Joy 


unſpeakable, and full of Glory. 


HE Life of Chriſtianity doth 

2ul, conſiſt very much in our love un- 
to Chriſt, Without Love unto 

Chriſt, weare as much without Spiritual 
Life, as a Carkaſs when the Soul is fled from 

; 1t, is without Natural Life. Faith withour 
Cen: love to Chriſt, is a dead Faith ; and a 
Chriſtian without Love to Chriſt, is a dead 

A. 4, - Chriſti- 


o 
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Chriſtian 3 dead in Sins and Treſpaſles. 
Without Love to Chriſt, we may have the 
Name of Chriſtians, but- we are wholly 
without the Nature : we may have the 


Form of Godlineſs, but are wholly without 


the Power. G1ve me thine heart, 1s the lan- 
guage of God to all the Children of Men, 


Prov. 23.26. And Gzve me thy Love, is 


the language of Chriſt unto all his Diſciples. 


Chriſt knoweth the command and-.influ- | 


ence which Love tohim, in the Truth and 
Strength of it, hath : How it will engage 
all the other Aﬀections of his Diſciples for 
Him ; that if he have their Love, their De- 


fires will be chiefly after Him ; their De- , 


lights will be chiefly in Him, their Hopes 
and Expectations will be chiefly from Him ; 
their Hatred, Fear, Grief, Anger, will be 
carried forth chiefly unto Sin, as ir is Of- 
fenſive unto Him. He knows that Love 
will engage and employ for him all the 
Powers and Faculties of their Souls ; their 


Thoughts will be brought into Captivity and | 


Obedience unto Him ; their Underſtand- 


ings will be employed in ſeeking and find- 


ing out his Truths; their Memories will be 
Receptacles to retain them; their Conſci- 


| + encewill be ready to accuſe and excuſe as 
' his Faithful Deputies ; their Wills will ' 


Dire- 


choole and refule according to his 
7 | Ction 


writt 
Cifton 
rered 


of the Unſeen Chriſt.. P 

ion and Revealed Pleaſure. All their Sen- 
ſes and the Members of their Bodies, will 
be his Servants : their Eyes will ſee for him, 
their Ears will hear for him, their Tongues: 
will ſpeak for him, their Hands will- work. 
for him, their Feet will walk for him : All 
their Gifts and Talents will be at his devo- 
tion and ſervice. If he have their Love, 
they will be ready to do for him what he 
requireth; they will be ready to ſuffer for. 
him, whatever he calleth them unto : If: 
they have much Love to him; they will not. 
think much of denying themſelves; taking. 
up his Croſs and allowing him wherever- 
he leadeth chem , love to Chriſt then being: 
{o Eſſential unto trae Chriſtianity, ſo ear- 
neſtly look?d for by our Lord and Maſter, 
{o powerfully Commanding in the Soul and: 
over the whole Man,. fo- greatly influential: 
on Duty; T have made choice of this ſabject- 
of Love to Chriſt, to treat on; and'my 
chief Endeavour herein ſhall. be to excite 


' and provoke Chriſtians unto the lively and 


vigorous Exerciie of this Grace of' Love- 


| unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; of which Incen-- 


tives, there is a great and univerial need. 
The Epiſtle wherein my Text lyeth, was- 


| written by Peter the Apoſtle of the Circum-- 
| ciſton, andis directed to the Strangers ſcat-- 


tered. throughout Pontu:, Gaiatia, Cappa-- 
| _ - docin,, 
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aocia, Afia and Bithynia, as in the firſt ver, 
of this Chapter. By thefe Strangers we are 
to underſtand theſcattered Fews, who were 
Strangers in thele ſeveral Countries where 
they did inhabit. We read in the 24 of 
the As that there came up many of theſe 
Fews, from theſe and other Countries, un- 
to ZFeruſalem to Worſhip, and in the Tem- 


ple hearing the Apoſtles ſpeak with divers. 


Tongues, which were of uſe inthe divers 
places where they did live, and that with- 
out Inſtruction from Man, burt as the Spirit 
gave them utterance ; they were amazed 
and confounded : and afterward hearing 
Peterpreach, . through the wonderful Pow- 
er of the Spirir, three thouſand of them 
were Converted by one Sermon unto the 


Chriſtian Faith, and added to the Chriſtian. 


Church. When the Feaſt of Pentecolt was 
over, theſe Converted Fews returned into 
their Countries, where their ſeveral Dwel- 


lings, Families and Callings were : which: 


Countries being Heatheniſh and Idolatrous, 
no doubt but there they met with Oppoſiti- 
on and Sufferir,g upon the account of the 
Chriſtian Religiun, which they became 
zealous Profcfiors of, belides what they en- 


dured from their own Countreymen, or | 


Unconverted Fews, who hated Chriſtianity 


more than the Heathens did.. [The Apoſtle | 


doth. 
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of the Unſeen Chriſt, 5 
doth ſeem to have a reſpet unto theſe in 
this Epiſtle, wherein he doth encourage 
them under their ſufferings for. the ſake of: 
Chrift, by many conlolatory Arguments. 
In the 29 v. he wiſheth that Grace and Peace: 
might be multiplyed in them and towards. 
them, and then though their Sufferings did 
abound, their Conſolations would. abound 
much more. In the 34%, 4® and 5 ver. he 
bleſſerh God for his abundant Mercy to- 
wards them,in begetting them unto a lively 
Hope of the glorious and never fading Hea- 
venly Inhericance which was relerved for: 
them through Gods infinite Grace, and un- 
to which they were reſerved and kept 
through Faith by Gods infinite power. In 
the 6 and 7® verſes, hetelleth them, how- 
ever they werein heavineſsrhrough mani- 
fold Temptations, that is Aflictions, which 
arethe Worlds left-hand Temptations; yet 


| hegiveth them to underſtand, that theſe affii-- 


Ctions they were but for a ſeaſon; weeping: 
may endure for a night, but joy cometh in. 
the morning z they were but needful ro hum-. 
ble them, to purifie them, to crucifie them: 
tothe world, to make them: conformable: 
to their head the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and that: 
they were for the tryal of their faith, that: 
the truth of it might appear þoth to. them-. 


ſelves and others, and: that:the worth: of. it 


might: 
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might appear how much more precious than: 


Gold whenit isrryed inthe Fire,, which car- 


rying them thorow their ſufferings, might: : 
be found both to their own praiſe and their | 
Maſters honour, at the appearing of Jelus 


Chriſt : and then the Apoſtle doth take oc- 
caſhon in the text to ſpeak of their Love 
which they did bear unto this Jeſus Chriſt, 
and of that unſpeakable and glorious joy, 


which doth reſult from believing in him,al- 
though they had no fight of him, which no. 


trouble or affliction could overwhelm or 
hinder. Whom having not ſeen ye love, in 
whom though now ye ſee him not, yet believing 
ye rejoyce with joy unſpeakable and full of Glo- 
7y.. Hence obſerve, 


DoQt. r. That it is the Property and duty of 


true Chriſtians to Love Feſus Chriſt whom 


they have never ſcen. Whom having not: 


{een ye Love, 


Doct. 2. That tru? Chriſtians do Believe 


in an unſeen Chriſt. In whom though now 
ye ſee Him not, yet believing. 


Potct. 3. That true Chriſtians do or may re-- 
joycein Believing,with unſpeakable and glo- 
rious. joy.. In whom, though now ye ſee 
him.not, yet Believing ye rejoyce with. 


Joy unſpeakable, and full of. Glory.. » 


Here are three great points ta be rreated: 


they c 
realor 
and A 

T's:-- 


pert 


of the Unſeen Chriſt. 7 
of. 1. Concerning the Love of Chriſttans 
unto Chriſt. 2. Concerning the Faith of 


- | Chriſtians in Chriſt. 3. Concerning the Joy 
' of Chriſtians in Believing. For the prelent 
_  Tſhall Tpeak only of the Love. of Chriſtians. 


unto Chriſt under the firſt Doctrine, the o- 
ther two I may have opportunity to trear of 
afterwards. 


> E— 


SECTION. I. 
Doct. 6 ag it ts the Property and Duty of 


true Chriſtians to love the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, whom they have never ſeen. 
In handling of this point, I ſhall ſpeak, 


1, Concerning true Chriſtians, who do love 
" Jefus Chriſt. 2. Concerning Jeſus Chriſt 


whom they. have never ſeen, the Object of 


_ their Love. 3. Concerning the Love which 


they bare unto this unſeen Chriſt. 4. Shew 


. that it is the Property of true Chriſtians to- 


Love Jeſus. Chriſt whom they have never 
ſeen. 5. That it is their Duty to love him. 


.. 6. How they oughtto love Him. 7. Why: 
_ they do love Him, where I ſhall give the 
| reaſons of the point. 8.. Make ſame Ule 
. and Application. 


1. Concerningtrue Chriſtians, whole pro- 


: perty it is to. love Jelus Chriſt whom they 


havye- 
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have never ſeen, whom having not ſeen ye, urge 
love ; ye love, thatis, ye who are true Chri:qgth 
ſtians, who are fo in reality as well as proiyeſſe] 
feſſion ; and of theſe true Chriſtianghat do ,,q © 
love Chriſt, the Apoſtledoth give a deicrip- eq w 
tion in the 24 ver. where he calls them, Ele& are a 
according to the forcknowledge of God thi hich 
Father, through Santtification of the Spirit Feyre] 
unto obedience, and ſprinkling of the blood of F,1 in 
Feſus Chriſt, True Chriltians are Elect ac: gr 0 
cording to the foreknowledge of God the ggab1, 
Father, they are ſuch whom God accord: a gn 
ing to the Councel of his own will, accord- (,1,,; 
ing to his own purpole and grace, did chooſe, Dea 
from all Eternity to be a holy and peculiar Jour 
people to himſelf, to glorifie him here or ;,4 
Earth, and that they might be glorifyed by*7,1,, 
him hereafter in heaven. And this electior &q yh 
doth evidence ir {elf in the Sanctification of þe ,, 
the Spirir z true Chriſtians are {anctified,be- geg jr 
ing ſeparated and fet apart from the relt of Qzge, 
the world, for Gods ute and ſervice : Goc gpjyir 
hath ſealed them for himſelf, and hereby gf;he 
diſtinguiſhed them from all others, rhe Mor- jp . 
to of which ſeal isthis, Holineſs unto thi by thi 
Lord. See a deſcription of them in tals re; | 
ſpect, 2 Tim. 2.21. If any man purge bim- ; 
ſelf from theſe, he ſhail be a weſſel wuto Ho 4p 
nour, ſanilified and mect for the Maſters uſe, firaig 
and prepared unto every good work; they are Law: 
purges © 


e of the Unſeen Chrift. 9 
feen Yepurged from the defilement of fin, which 
e Chri:goth pollute and diſhonour them, they are 
'S Pro%yeſſels unto honour, like thoſe of Silver 
thardoand Gold ina great houle, which are adorn- 
elcriP:eq with Pearls and precious ſtones ; they 
Ele are adorned with all ſanctifying graces, 
70d thityhich are of more worth than the richeſt 
Spirit Jewels ; and hereby they are both beaurti- 
cod of ful in Gods eye, and they are made meet 
ect ac: fgr Gods uſe, being hereby prepared and 
od thegnabled unto every good work. This the 
ccord- Apoſtle prays for in the behalf of the The/- 
ccord- [11onians, 1 Theſ. 5.23. And the very God 
chooſe of peace ſanttifie you wholly,. and I pray God 
ECulial your whole Spirit, and Sonl, and Body be pre- 
cre OT ſerved blameleſs unto the coming of our Lord. 
/ed by Feſus Chriſt, True Chriſtians are fanCtify- 
ect eq wholly, in their whole man, though they 
110N O! he not fanctified thorowly : they are ſancti- 
ed,De- fied in every part, though they are not ſan- 
relt 0! tified in the higheſt degree. Their whole 
Goc Spirit is ſanCified,that is,the higher faculties 
1-IED? ofthe ſoul,namely the underſtanding and rhe 
2 Mot- yvill. their Underſtandings are enlightned 
ro th by the Spirit unto a ſpiritual diſcerning both 
vis re of good and evil, beyond what any natu-. 
e Bun. ,l man doth or can attain unto p their Wills 
0 19% ore bowed, or rather rectified, and made 
rs uſe, ſtraight, being enclined unto God and his. 
ey arc Lav. Their Souls are {anclined in the in- | 
JuUTEEeh © feri- 
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feriour faculties, in all the affetions belong 1 his 
ing both to the concupilcible and the irraſci-Eten 
ble appetite; their liking affeQtions of love, The 8! 
deſire, delight and hope, are towards God'Our 
and Chriſt and things above; their diſliking OPr n 
afftions of hatred, fear grief and anger Mean 
are towards fin. Their bodies alſo are {an- Curiec 
Qtifyed, being made members of Chriſt, and fakes, 
inſtruments of Righteouſneſs ; their eyes, #97 01 
ears, tongues, hands, feet and eyery art, ven al 
being devoted to God, and made uſe of for ®* the 
his glory.: Thus true Chriſtiansare ſanifi- ſty or 
ed by the Spirit. And they are ſanQified un- and tc 
to obedience, the graces which are wrought: tion, 
by the Spirit inthetr hearts, do appear inthe Habit 
obedience of their lives ; the courſe of their le 1s 
lives is a courſe of obedience unto the laws 9%? v 
of Chriſt :. they are fanctified unto obedi-: Y*! hh 
ence, and they are fanctified untoſprinkling **© Is 
of the blood of Jeſas Chriſt : God hath ſer X#i®, 
them apart to be ſprinkled with the blood anoint 
of the immaculate Lamb, who takes away wit 
ſin, that they might be pardoned and ſaved ; 30d M 
ſuch are true Chriſtians, who love Chriſt 32d K 


whom they have not ſeen. -, Chrift 
E ; ES ſenſe ; 
SECTION II. man 

Secondly Oncerning the. object of true) _ 
- ih Chriitians Love, and that is kg 


Jeſus. Chriſt whom they have never oo 
Tn : _ 


ve | of the UnſeenChrift. Wes 


elong[/T his Jeſus Chriſt whom they love, ts the 
:rraſc;.Eternal Son of God, the ſecond Perſon in 
flove, he glorious Trinity, who in time aſſumed 
s Gog'our Humane Nature, cloathed himſelf with 
liking our mortal Fleſh, lived like a ſervant in a 
anger mean condition, died like a malefaCtor the 
re {an. curſed Death of the Croſs, and all for our 
ſt, and fakes, for our ſins, role again the third day 
eyes, for our Juſtification, aſcended up into hea- 
/ part, Ven afterforty days, and there is ſet down 
of fort the right hand of the throne of the Maje- 
naig. ty on 'high, to make interceſſion for us, 
ed un- and to make preparation there for our recep- 
ought-ion, into the glorious Manſions and Eternal 
in the Habitations, whichare inthe Fathers houſe. 
f their He is called Feſus from the Hebrew word 
\ laws 92: which fignifieth ro ſave, becauſe heiſa- 
)bedi- 9th his people from their ſins, Mat. 1.21. 
ikling He is called Chriſt from the Greek word 
th ſer X8%®, which fignitieth ro anoint, he being 
blood anointed by the Father with the Spirit and 
away with Power, to be Mediator between God 
aved ;\ 2nd Man, to bethe great Prophet, and Prieſt, 
Chriſt 3nd King of the Church. This Jeſus Chriſt 
-. Chriftians have not ſeen with the eye of 
ſenſe 3 indeed ſome Chriſtians in the primi- 
tive times, as the Apoſtles, who were of his 
Tread family, and other diſciples who converſed 
hae id with him frequently, did ſee Chriſt with 
the eye of fenſe, butit was in his ſtate of 


ſeen. © 
This Humili- 
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Humiliation, when he was: here upon the 
Earth, not in his ſtate of Exaltation, now 
he is in Heaven ; yet ſome have ſeen Chriſt 
after his Aſcenſion, namely Pal ar his con- 
verſion, and Szephen the Proto-martyr be: 
fore he dyed; but none have had a perfec 
fight with bodily eyes of the Glory which 
1s upon Chriſt's body, the luſtre of which is 
{o great that none can behold it in this ſtate 
of weakneſs and imperfection, and live. 
But whatever fight ſomeChriſtians have had 
formerly, no Chriſtians now have a ſight of 
Chriſt's Perſon; they have heard of him 
with the hearing of the Ear, but they have 
not ſeen him with the ſeeing of the Eye; 
they have {een Repreſentations of Chriſt in 
the Sacrament, but they have never ſeen his 
Perſon that is repreſented ; they have ſeen 
his Image upon their Fellow-Chriftians, but 
they have not ſeen the original from whom 
this Image nath been drawn. Some Chriſti- 
ans have been in Fudea, and ſeen the place 
where the Lord lived; and at Feruſalem 
and ſfeenthe place where the Lord dyed ; 
and viſited the place of his Sepulchre, where 
the Lord for a time did Iye: and they have 
{een the Mount whence the Lord Afcended ; 
but no Chriftitans now alive have been in 
Feruſalem, and on Mount Son, which is 


above, to ſee where the Lord now is in his 


Glory 
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Glory. It is this Jeſus Chriſt whom Chri- 
= 2066, Wi not ſeen, that is the Object of 


their Love. 


_—_— 


SECTION I. 
Third]! Oncerning the Love which 
6: true CltiRians do bear un- 
to this unteen Chriſt, Love is the going 
forth of the Heart utito the Object beloved 3 
and the Love which true Chriſtans do bear 
unto Jeſus Chriſt,is a Grace wrought by the 
Spirit ja their hearts, whereby upon dil- 
covery and believing Apprehenſions of 
Chritts infinite Lovelineſs and Excellency, 
his matchleſs Love, Grace and Mercy 3 
their Hearts do go forth towards him in ear- 
neſt deſires after Union to him, and Com- 
munion with him, wherein they take chief 
Complacency ; and this accompanied with 
a yielding and dedication of themſelves un- 
to his will and ſervice. ; 

i. The Loveof Chriſtians unto Chriſt, t5 4 
Grace wrought in their Hearts by the Spartt. 
It is a Flower moſt Sweet and Fragrant, but 
there is no Seed of it inthe Nature of any 
Man fince the Fall, ir is planted in the Soul 
by the Spirit of God. Loveto Chriſt is a 
divine Spark,-that comes down fromabove ; 


lk 
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a fire which is kindled by the breath of the | 


Lord, whoſe Eſſence is Love. 


2. The Ground of this Love to Chriſt, is. 


the diſcovery and believing Apprehenſions of 
Chriſts Lovelineſs and Love. There muſt 


be firſt a diſcovery of Chriſt as a ſuitable 


Object for love, and not a bare Notion of 
this, but believing apprehenſions of it, that 
Chriſt 1s infinitely lovely, ſuperlatively 


excellent, and that his love is matchleſs and 
tranſcendent towards the Children of Men ; 


that there is a Treaſury in him, and a Store- 
houſe of all Graces, and the moſt needfall 
and rich Supplies ; otherwiſe there will be 
no going forth of the Heart in love unto him: 

3. The Aftings of Chrifttans love to Chriſt, 
2s tn their deſires after Union unto, and Com- 
munion with Chriſt, It is the Nature of love 


to deſire Union to the Object beloved; eſpe- 


cially of this love to Chriſt : and this Unt- 
on being attained, the deſires are after Com- 
munion with Chriſt, Converſe and Fellow- 


Wi ſhip with him; no converte is fo deſirable 


as with the Perſons whom we moſt dearly 
love : and this Communion being attained, 
there is chief Complacency therein, the 
Soul doth ſweetly reſt and repoſe it ſelf in 
Chriſt, and rejoyceth in his preſence and 
love. OO 
4. The Concomitant of this Love which. 
true 


true 
and 6 
S EY UV. 
thote 
the 

Chri 
Chri 
Chri 
as tt 
poſe 


Four 


true 

True 
Sth 
fdels 
ſtians 
the I 
worl, 
pert 
ly Hi 


. ty. o 


Pleal 


. perty 
| who! 


as arc 


' of the Unſeen Chriſt. I5 


' true Chriſtians have unto Chriſt, is a yielding 


and dedication of themſelves unto his will and 


5 | Service. Lovers do. give themſelves unto 


thoie whom. they love; this accompanieth 
the Marriage Union : and inch as love 


' Chriſt, they are eſpouſed and joyned unto 


Chriſt ; and they give themſelves unto 
Chriſt, to be his, and wholly ar his diſpole, 
as the Wife giveth her ſelf unto the dil- 


| poſe of her Husband. 


SECTION Iv. 


Fourthly, He Fourth thing is to ſhew, 

: Ch that it 1s the Property of all 
true Chriſtians to Love this unſeen Chriſt. 
True Chriſtians are diflterenced and diſtin- 


' Sniſhed, not only from all Heathens and In- 


fidels, but alſo from all bare Nominal Chri- 
ſtians, by their love to Jeſus Chriſt. It 1s 
the Property of Covetous Perſons to. love 
worldly Wealth and Riches; It is the Pro- 
perty-of ambitious Perſons to love world- 
Iy Honour and Dignities : It is the proper- 


ty. of voluptuous Perſons to love fenſual 


Pleaſures and Delights : And it is the Pro- 


 perty, of true Chriſtians to love Jeſus Chriſt 
' whom they hevenever ſeen. None but ſuch 


as are true. Chriſtians do Love Chriſt, and 
I ke: all 
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all thoſe that are true Chriſtians do love him.ſter ; 
The lovelineſs of Chriſt doth appear not tomem| 
the Eye of Senſe, but to the Eye of Faith ;tance 
they that do not fee him with this Eye, theyas it v 
cannot love him ; and they that do ſee himriſen f 
with this Eye, they cannot chooſe but lovewith c 
him. Such as do not love Chriſt, it is nothe as] 
becauſe Chriſt ' wants Beauty, but becauſewords 
they are blind. Now all true Chriſtianst/t tho 
havethis Eye of Faith to diſcern Chrift's Ex-ppbra 
cellencies ; and none bur true Chriſtians havefimes 
this Eye; the Efſence of Chriſtianity dothbeen 
conſiſt in Believing : Reaſon makes us Men, have 6 
but Faith makes us true Chriſtians. Ir be-bn, the 
ing therefore the property of true Chriſti-the gr 
ans to believe, it is their Property alſo tokis Di 
love this Unſeen Chriſt. | 


. 
DD — 
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SE ION V. 
ELIS Sixthly 


Fifchly, E Riv Fifth thing is to ſhew, that. 
TI | itisthe Duty of all true Chri-unſeen 
ſtians to love this unſeen Chriſt ;' this will 1. 
appear if you look into Fohn 21. 15, 16,17.9inceri 
Peter was one of the boldeft and forwardeſts!! rhe; 
of all Chriſts Diſciples, . but 'he had beenFszcer; 
withal too ſelf-confident, "which was the infÞ+ 10. 
troducion unto, and laid the fouhdation forber wh, 


his fall and thrice ſhameful detiial 6f his'Ma-fin to | 


ter; 


of the Unſeen Chriſt. 17 
ze him.Rer; a look from his Lord put him in re- 
not tomembrance, and brought him to Repen- 
Faith ;tance, with bitter weeping for his ſin ſo ſoon 
, theyas it was committed. Afrer our Saviour was 
ee himxiſen from the dead, he appears unto Peter 
ut lovewwith other of his Diſciples, and in this place 
is nothe asketh the ſame queſtion in the ſame 
ecauſewords three times, $7 Son of Fonas, lov- 
-iſtianse/# rhou me ? Whereby as he doth tacitly 
's Ex-bpbraid him for his great ſin, in his three 
s havefimes denyal of him ( which had there not 

dothbeen a.defect in his love, he would never 
; Men, have done ) ſo he doth alſo give a ſignificati- 
It be-on, that love to himſelf is the great duty,and 
hriſti-the great thing which he doth look for in all 
iſo tokis Diſciples. 


SECTION VI. 
_  Sixthly, T2 Sixth thing is to ſhew, how 
, that Chriſtians ought to love this 
"Chri-unſeen Chriſt. 
$.,will 1. Chriſtians ought to love Chriſt with 
6,17.Sincerity of Love ; Eph. 6.24. Grace be with 
ardeſtwll them that love our Lord Teſs Chriſt in 
beens-zcerity. It was the great fin of Fudah, Jer. 
he inp. 10. that ſhe turned not to the, Lord with 
on forher whole heart, but feignedly : ſo it is a great 
is Ma-{in to love Chriſt with a feigned and hypo- 
ter; critical 


| his fall and thrice ſhamefuf dehiial 6f his'Ma: fin to | 
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all choſe that are true Chriſtians do love himbery 
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the ins. t ſhe Feuried no rot to the, Lord with 
on forher whole heart, but feignedly : lo it is a great 
is Mx:fin to love Chriſt with a feigned and hypo- 
er; critical 


16 The True Chriſtians Love 
all thoſe that are true Chriſtians do love himer ; 
The lovelineſs of Chriſt doth appear not tomeml 
the Eye of Senſe, but to the Eye of Faith gance, 
they that do not ſee him with this Eye, theyts it v 
cannot love him ; and they that do ſee hinriſen f 
with this Eye, they cannot chooſe but vet c 
him. Such as do not love Chriſt, it is nothe as] 
becauſe Chriſt wants Beauty, but becauſdyord: 
they are blind. Now all true Chriſtiangft tho 
havethis Eye of Faith to diſcern Chrift's Ex-bpbra: 
cellencies; and none bur true Chriſtians haveimes 

this Eye; the Eſſence of Chriſtianity dothpeen a 

conſiſt in Believing : Reaſon makes us Men,have c 

but Faith makes us true Chriſtians. It be-bn, th: 

ing therefore the property of true Chriſti4he gr 

ans to believe, it is their Property alſo tois Di 

love this Unſeen Chriſt. | 
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SECTION V. 
nieha Sixthl: 


Fifchly, Ji. Fifth thing is to. ſhew, that 

Pa | itisthe Duty of all true Chri-unſeen 
ſtians to love this unſeen Chriſt ;' this will 1. ( 
appear if you look into Fohn 21. 15, 16,17.Sincer! 
Peter was one of the boldeft and forwardeſt!! the; 
of all Chriſts Diſciples, . but 'he had beens7zcer 


' ithal too ſelf-confident, which was the jo « 1O. 
To 


trodudion unto; and laid the fouhdation forher wh 


his fall and thrice ſhameful dehial of his'Mzfin to 


ſer ; 


t | of the Unſeen Chriſt. 17 
ve himker; a look from his Lord put him in re- 
' not tomembrance, and brought him to Repen- 
Faith gance, with bitter weeping for his fin ſo foon 
e, theyis it was committed. After our Saviour was 
ſee hintiſen from the dead, he appears unto Perer 
ut vet other of his Diſciples, and in this place 
t is nothe asketh the ſame queſtion in the ſame 
zecauſdyords three times, Simon Son of Fonas, lou- 
riſtiangſ# thou me ? Whereby as he doth tacitly 
t's Ex-apbraid him for his great fin, in his three 
ns haveimes denyal of him ( which had there not 
y dothpeen a.defect in his love, he would never 
s Men,have done ) fo he doth alſo give a ſignificati- 
It be-bn, that love to himſelf is the great duty,and 
thriſti4the great thing which he doth look for in all 
alſo tokis Diſciples. 


SECTION VI. 

Sixthly, | Sixth thing is to ſhew, how 
7, that Chriſtians ought to love this 
"Chri-unſeen Chriſt. 
's. will 1. Chriſtians ought to love Chriſt with 
1 6,17.Sincerity of Love ; Eph. 6.2.4. Grace be with 
ardeſtell them that love our Lord Teſus Chriſt in. 
| beensS77cerity. It was the great fin of Fudah, Jer. 
the ip: 10. that ſhe turned not to the, Lord with 
on forher whole heart, but feignedly : fo it is a great 
is Ma-{in to love Chriſt with a feigned and hypo- 
ter ; critical 
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critical love; the love of Chriſtians ts the 1 
Chriſt ought to be ſincere, in regard af the dy, 
habit and inward workings of it, they muſl may 
love him not only in ſhow, word, and out! Kjnc 
ward profeſſion, but their love muſt be cor. 9 of 
dial, in the heart, and ſo a love indeed and orgi 
in truth : and the love of Chriſtians to Chrif! wich 
muſt be ſincere in regard of the object of it; wor, 
they muſt love Chriſt for himſelf, and no; - ,, 
chiefly for what they get by him; to lov? Arg 
Chriſt only for Temporal gain,is hypocrith [4;4 
<al love; to love Chriſt chiefly for othe! p;ch; 
gain, is not fo ſpiritual, but tolove 'Chriff ,74 : 
P his own excellencies and perfections, burnj 
js moſt ſincere and generous z this fincerit] of hi 
of love to Chriſt is every ones duty.  requi 
2. Chriſtians ought to love Chriſt wit 7,442 
Supremacy of love, they muſt place him it coals 
the higheſt ſeat* of rheir hearts 3 he is ! 174 
Great King, and he looks forthe Throne ca, : 
and: that all Creatures ſhould be placecheme 
beneath him, and ſtand at his Footſtool) have 
. Mat. 10. 37. He that loveth Father or Mi of Af 
ther more than me, is not worthy of me; h\whict 
that loveth Son or Daughter more than mktion n 
' 15 not worthy of me. They are the word! Ther 
of our Saviour : Chriſtians may love Fathe _,. 
and Mother, the Law of God and Natur}/Conſt 
doth requireit; they may love Husbanſhim, 
and Wife, the Word of God onjoynel] and ta 
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tans tg the Husband to love his Wife as his own Bo- 
d of the dy, and as Chriſt loved the Church ; they 
ey mull may love Sons, Daughters, Brethren,Sitters, 
and out Kindred, Friends, yea Enemies, and they 
be Cot: ought to do it ; yet all muſt be with a ſub- 
eed and ordinate -love, but they muſt love Chriſt 
o Chriſ wich their chief love ; otherwile they are nor 

Ct of it; worthy to ftand in the relation of Diſciples. 
and no} © 3, Chriſtians ought ro love Chriſt with 
to lov? Ardency of Love : - Luk, 24. 32. And they 
'pocrity ſaid one to another, Did not our Hearts burt 
r othe! within us, while he talked with us bythe way 
 'Chriff 74 while be opened to us the Scriptures ? This 
=ctions, burning love Chriſt enkindled in the hearts 
ncerit] of his Diſciples,and this burning love Chriſt 
- . + requireth of all Chriſtians ; Carr. 8.6, 7. 
ft Witt Love is ſtrong as Death, the coals thereof are 
2 him ith coals of Fire which hath a vehement Flame : 
he 1s { Many waters cannot quench Love, neither 
[hrone can the Floods drown it. Such a trons ve- 
placed hement ardent flaming love Chriſtians ſhould 
dtſtool) have unto Jeſus Chrilt; which all the waters 
- or Myof Affliction may not be able to quench, 
me; hiwhich no Floods-of temptations-or Perſecu- 
aan mtion may be able to drown and overwhelm. 
word! Therefore 

 Fathe 4. Chriſtians ought ro love Chriſt with 
NaturjConſtancy of Love. Having begun to love 
[usbanſhim, they ought to continue to love him, 
oynett and to love himunto the end ; as they ought 
the ..B Fa 
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to be conſtant in their Obedience, and to{tjan: 
perſevere in their other Graces ; ſo they wher 
ought to be conſtant and to perſevere in this ed or 


Grace of love to Chriſt. had | 
A ECT PA Tore an, os - --- - Cen 

—- | | loſt, 
SEGCIION: VII. lave t 

ence, 


Seventhly, TY Seventh thing is to ſhew, them 
why true Chriſtians do love veng! 

Chriſt, whom they have never teen. could 
Rea. 1. True Chriſtians do love Chriſtconci 
becaute of the Need which they have olby C 
him. Men do love their necc<tlary Food, moſt 
without which their Bodies would ſtarvethey 
with Hunger : Men do love their necellaryto pre 
Raiment and Habitations, without which incconve 
Winter Seaſons their Bodies would ſtarveThey 
with Cold. Men do love their necellarydark 
Friends, upon whom ( under God ) theydead 
have their Dependanee, and from whom{treig 
they have all their Snbſiſtence : But no thingare w 
in the World, or Friend in the World, is ſcare ſa 
needful tothe Body, as ihe Lord Jeſus Chriſktempt 
is unto the Soul : and as the Excellencies ofallen 
the Soul are far beyond the Excellencies oldoubt 
the Body, ſo the neceſſities of the Soul areder f 
far beyond the neceſſities of the Body 'Jragge 
which neceſſities can be anſwered by noneder ro 
bur Jeſus Chriſt; and iherefore true re pada 

Lian: 
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and toſtians do love him. At firſt Converſion 
o they when they were conviticed of Sin, awaken- 
1n thised out of their carnal ſecurity, O what need 

had they, and did they fee they had of 

Chriſt! chey perceived themſelves to be 

loſt, and that ir was Chriſt only that could 

ſave them ; they felt the wounds of Conſci- 

ence, and it was Chriſt only that could heal 
 ſhew;them; they feared the wrath of a ſin-re- 
lo love venging God, and it was Chriit only that 
. could deliver them. The Remiſhon, Re- 
 Chriſtconciliation and Salvation, which they had 
ave olby Chriſt, did lay the firſt Foundation of a 
| Food, moſt endeared love unto Chritt; And {till 
| ſtarvethey perceive a continual need of Chrit*, 
cefſaryto procure daily pardon for them, and to 
hich inconvey daily ſupplies of Grace unto them : 
I ſtarve They have need of Chriſt, when they are 
-cellarydark to enlighten them 3 when they are 
) theydead to quicken them ; when they are 
whomſtreightned to enlarge them ; when they 
10 thingare weak to ſtrengthen them ; when they 
d, is {care ſad to comfort them ; when they are 
s Chriſttempted to ſuccour them 3 whea they are 
ncies ofallen to raiſe them 3 when they are 1n 
ncies oldoubts to refolve them; when they are un- 
5oul areder fears to encourage them ; when they 
Body {ſtagger to eſtabliſh them ; when they wan- 
Dy noneder to reltore them. Chrilr, and none but 
e Chri-Chriir, can do all this, and more than this 
{titans B 2 | jax 
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forthem: and therefore becauſe of the need SFeruſ 
and uſefulneſs of Chriſt, true Chriſtians do. RE 
love him. : her lc 
Rea. 2, True Chriſtians dolove an'unleen Thou 
Chriſt, becauſe of the Lovelineſs of Chriſt; 
- which Lovelineſs though it be not and cane), ns, 
not here be ſeenby the eye of the Body, ver. 1 
yetit isevident unto the eye of Faith: fee ,, 
the deſcription which is given of Chrilt the Soy, 
Beloved, by his Spoule the Church, Cant... v 
5-9. The Daughters of Fernſalem there: ., > 
enquire of the love lick Spoule, What 25 thy other 
Beloved more than another Beloved, O thou 1 46 
faireſt amoreſt Women ? what is thy Beloved 4 1 
more than another Beloved, that thou doſt ſo be 17/ 
charge us ? Hereupon the Spoule giveth a ,,, 
deſcription, ver. 10. My Beloved s White," 1 . 
and Ruddy, the cheifeſt among ten thouſand therer 
and after ſhe had tet forth his Graces, beau- j7;. ; 
ties, . and excellent accompliſhments, ing... 
Metaphors taken from beauties in the leve-,,, , 
ral parts of mans body, in the 1 1, 12, 139 &rjne 
and 14 verſes, ſhe concludeth in the 15) Prece 
| and 16. verſes, His countenance 1s as Leba-p;,m 
uon, excellent as the Cedars, His mouth#u ,, 
7noſt ſweet, yea he is altogether lovely. This ord 
:5 my Belovel,and this 1s my Friend,O Daughr 5. 1-1 
lncef Yerufatemt, The Spoule is nere ac-moſe | 
knowledged to be the faireſt amongit Wo-41.,, 
men, a2d not only by the Daughters of found 
of EY Hj a” 


- 


need 
ns do 
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Feruſalem, but her beloved, who had a 
more curious eye, doth both commend 
her lovelineſs, and admire it: ch. 6. 4, 5- 
Thou art becutiful, O my Love, as Titzah, 
comely as Feruſalem : Turn away thine eyes 
Jy 179m mes for they have overcome me z and 
Body, "ver. 10. Who is this that looketh forth as the 
1: TE Morning, fair as the Moon, clear as the 
ir rhe Sun, and ierrible as an Army with Banners ? 
Cant. it what beauty is there then in the Belov- 
there/ eq ? if the Church be beautiful b-yond a!l 
t 15 ThY g:her of the Children of men, how beaurt- 
O thou #41 is Jeſus Chriir, from whom the Churci 
eloved goth erive all its comelinels ? He is ſaid to 


doſt jo he White and Rudady, that ſnhews the beau- 
veth a 


in{een 
;hriſt; 
d Ccan-- 


weet itis indeed, in regard of the gracious 
words which proceed from it: no Do- 
2, 135Gtrine ſo {weer as Chriſt's Doctrine, no 
he 13» Preceprs ſo {weet as Chriit's Precepts, no 
5 LeDa- promiles ſo ſweet as Chritts Promiſes. But 
nofi11% to tum upallexcellencies and perfectionsin a 

5 word,he is {aid to be altogether Lovely; there 
Datgh ;$ no Perſon or Thing inthe World thar 1s 
ere AC molt lovely, which can properly be called 
i WO- altogether lovely : Many defects may be 
ers 0 found in the mo't amiabls_ perſons, and 
Teruſd B 3 much 
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much inſufficiency may he found in the moſtlance 
deſirable things; but Chrilt is altogetherTious 
lovely; unlovely inno reſpect, there beingexcel 
no ſpot or blemiſh, no defect or imperfe-lived, 
ction to be found in him : and he is lovelywas h 
in every reſpect, there is an incomparableſes in 
and tranſcendent amiableneſs in Chrilts per-Patie: 
!on in every regard. In the perſon of Chriſthe is 1 
the humane nature and the divine nature areSPirit 
in Conjunction, he is molt lovely in regard the 1 
of both. His humane nature is compound-Ver fi: 


\ Ed of Body and Soul. His Body 1s moſtit is b 


beautiful, a moſt glorious beauty and luſtrehave ( 
is put upon it : whatever it were in his ſtatetNe O 
of humiliation, be ſvre it hath a glorious® Spa 
beauty now in his ſtate of exaltation. Ir isBrigh 
called 99a 775 SZns, a glorious body, Phil.have t 
3. 21. Ifthe face of Moſes did ſhine withmealu 
reſplendent Glory, after his converſing For.Mealt 
ty dayes with God in Mount Sinai whichit his 
was below ; how doth the body of ChriſtGodn 
ſhine, which hath been above Sixteen hun-head ! 
dred years in Mount $70 which is aboveiExcel 
I am perfwaded that Chriſrs Body is theÞead | 
moſt Beautiful of all Viſible Creatures. BuEtn hi 
the beauty of Chriſts Soul doth excel: N(Glory 
creature whatever, hath ſuch ſhining excel 1 Cor 
fencies as are in the Soul of Chriſt”; all thi£efr 
excellencies that are, or ever were it anj#p, Ye 
creature,. are l:Kke a Feather laid in the Bal-G!ory | 
| lanc; 
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1e moſtlance with the exceeding weight of his glo- 
>getherTious excellencies and perfections. Chriſc 
e beingexcelled the moſt excellent men that ever 
nperfe-lived, as to Spiritual Endowments, when he 
lovelywas here upon the Earth ; He excelled Me- 
parableſes in Meeknels, Solomon in Wiſdom, Fob in 
{ts per-Patience ; and how much doth he excell now 
\ Chriſthe is in Heaven ? he excelleth not only the 
ure areSPirits of juſt men made Perfect, but allo 
regardIne molt glorious and holy Angels that ne- 
pound-Ver ſinned : If any Creatures have Wiſdom, 
's moſtit is but a Bzam, Chriſt 1s the Sun ; If they 
| luſtrehave Goodneſs, ir is but a drop, in Chri!lt is 
is ſtatetne Ocean; If they have Holinels, it is bur 
loriousa Spark or dark ſhadow, Chrilt 1s the 
It iiBrightnelſs of his Fathers Glory ; If they 

, Phil.have the Spirit, they have it but in ſome 
e withmeaſure,the Spirit is given to Chriſt without 
18 For-Meaſure, Joh. 3. 34. Chriſt is moſt lovely 
whichin his Manhood, fo nearly united unto his 
Chriſt Godhead ; and how lovely is he-in his God- 
n hun-head! as God, he is equal in. all Glorious 
boveiExcellencies with the Father. Chriſts God- 
is thehead implyeth excellency of Being, he call- 
s. BuEth himſelf 7 2mm, Joh. $. 28. Excellency of 
[; N(Glory, therefore called The Lord of Glory, 
excel 1 Cor. 2.8. and King of Glory, Plal. 24. 7. 
all the£eft up your heads, O ye Gates, and be ye lift 
in anj”p, ye Everlaſting Doors, and the King of 
e Bal-Glory ſhall come in, This is: Interpreted by 
lanc/ B. 4. lome 
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ſome, to be {poken of Chriſts Aſcenſion, ,q 
and the Angels and Saints making way fon, ge; 
his Triumphant Entrance, and Poſſeſſion og... 
his Heavenly Palace. Many deſcriptions ar mp: 
civen in the New Teſtament, of this love4.,qo 
ly Perton : I ſhall mention only one; Col. 1.,hjich 
15, 16,17,18, 19. Whois the Image of theg,yq t 
inviſible God, the Firſt-born of every creagy, 
ture, for by him were al! things created, that. Wa 
are in Heavan, and that are in Earth, Viſiblth 6+ 
and Inviſivie, whether they be Thrones,or Dogg gþes 
minicns, or principalities, or Powers, all thing the 
were made by him and fer him : And, he 1s beg 
fore all things, and by him all things conſiſt 11.4 gx 
Ard he is the Head of the Body, the Church 4 eq 
30 15 rhe betinning, the Firſt. born from the |gy 
Decd, that in all things he might have the; | 
Preeminence : Fer it pleaſud the Fathir, thatye,th, 
in him ail fullneſs ſhould dwell. If we readfhere 
b<lieve and conſider this great Deſcription gyjq 
of Ckriit, we mult needs fee and ſay, thatyq th; 
Chriit is moſt Excellent and Amiable, andg,ye þ 
that no beloved is like to the Beloved of trughen | 
Chriltians ; therefore it is that true Chriſttghpy, 
ans do love Chrilt, becauſe of his lovelinels. jjl}ins 
Rea. 3. True Chriſtians do love Chriſtgger i 
becauſe of His love ; His love which he dotlite Ch 
bear to them : He loves them with a firſt 
love, and wich a free love; he loves them 
with atender and compaſſionate love, with 
an 
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enfiongq active or doing love, with a paſſive or 
vay Tffering love; bis love is Infinite without 
(ſon ok unds or Limits - it is Superlative without 
ons aI2ompariſon, Tranſcendent beyond compre- 
IS loYegention, Everlaſting without change, and. 
C'. I-yhich will have no end or concluſion : He 
e of t Pgw'd them when they were polluted in their 
J Cr1e44ns, and waſht them with his own blood ; 
a, thats loved them when they were Naked in 
 Viſibleheir Sduls, and cloathed them with the 
297 Dot obes of his Righteouſneſs; he loves them: 
H thing their ſickneſs and ſorrows, and is their 
he 15 betomfortet he loves them in their wants 
conſiſt 10g ſtraits, and is their Benefactor ; he loves 
nh hemin Life, and is the Life of their Souls ; 
r071 thee loves them at Death, and is the Stay of 
ave theyeir Hearts ; and he loves them after 

er1 Daeath, and will be their Portion for ever.. 
e readp here is great Reaſon that true Chriſtians 

TIpHOthonld love Chriſt, becaule of his lovelinels ;; 
y, thatpq there is further reaſon that they ſhould 

le, anGye him, becaule of his love, elpecially 

| of trughen both are incomparable, both are in- 

Chrilttgmprehenfible.. I ſhall further ſpeak (God: 
linels. gilling) unto both thele with other reatons, 

Chriſtgger the motives in the Exhortation to ex- 

he dotlite Chriſtians to the love of Chriſt. 

2 a firſt | 

's them 

>, With -.B SECTION: 

an 
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'bare 

| in the 

SECTION V 111. ( whe 
| reat 

OR Informatior,hence learn,theChrit 

& there are bat few true Chriſtiatmerſo 
in the world, becauſe there are fo few oY 
love this #nſeer Chriſt : There are many, cy 
Chriſtians in Name, few Chriftians in deeynto ; 
and in truth. The time hath been when Geannc 
penly to profeſs the Name ofa Chriſtian,dinor b 
argue true love unto Je{us Chriſt; I meafons, 
in the Primitive times, when Chriſtians wefl:xecejn 
Perſecuted by the Heathens, as 11 the TeChrif 
frit dreadful Perſecutions under the Heathe /,; ; 
Emperours ; when the world was watere Ghril 
with Chriſtian blood,then eſpecially ation Prece 
times,and in ſome, ye2, moſt places, whoev Such : 
openly acknowledped themſelves to be Cl ment; 
ſftians,they expoſed themſelves unto Impi{tjend 
ſonments, Racks, Tortures, Burnings, at they f 
the moſt cruel deaths ; it was the Truth atyicke 
Strength of Love unto Jeſus Chriſt, whiCas pro 
carried them thorow ſuch great luflcrinof Go 
as many did in thoſe dayes undergo for tl Chrif; 
{ake of Jeſus Chriſt : But now there a rence 
Multitudes of bare nominal Chriſtians, the Gods 
call themlelves Chriſtians, being baptized! can th 
Chriſt's name, þut they are alrogetht bers ? 
without love to Chrilt,, whole = ated. 
arc 


Te xx 
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'bare : Surely there are but few, not only 
in the Chriſtian World, butevenin England 
( where Chriſtianity is to be found in as 
great purity as in any place ) that love Jeſus. 
arn,theChriſt in fincerity : No groſſely ignorant 
ariſtiatperſons do truely love Chriſt; ſuch as don't 
few hiſnow Chrilt, they can't love him, 7gnots nul-- 
e many, cypido, there is no deſire after, nor love 
in degunto an unknown thing ; an unknown evil 
when (cannot be hated, and an unknown good can- 
ſtian,dimor be loved. No groſtely Erroneous per- 
I meſons, do truely love Chriſt ; ſuch as do not 
ns Werreceive Chriit's Truths, they cannot love 
the TeChriſts Perſon, Fob. 14. 23. If any man” 
Heathe ove me, he will keep my words : The words of 
watere Ghriſt do include, not only the words of his. 
 at10N Precepts, but alſo the words of his Doctrine ;. 
whoev Such as erre groſſely, I mean in the Funda- 
 beChi mental Truths of Chriſtianity, they are no- 
o IMPt friends to Chriſt, but his Enemies, ſo far are 
18S, Athey from true love unto him. No profſely 
ruth atlwicked perſons, do truly love Chriſt ; ſuch 
, _whiCas profane perſons, who Blaſpheme the name 


OY 


ring of God in their hideous Oaths; the love of 
o for ll Chriſt doth reach an holy Awe and Reve- 
here a rence of Gods Name.,ſuch are Perſecutors of: 
ns, the Gods People for Righteouſnels ſake. How 
Ptizedi can they love the Head, that hate the Mem- 
rogetht bers ? Chriſt : c20unteth himſelf ro be Perie- 
me the cuted, in the perſecution of his Members, 
bare ACE. 
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Att. 9.4. Saul, Saul, why perſetuteſt thou, any th 
me? ard v. 5. I am Feſus whom thou per- lights 

ſecreſt : And ſurely Perſecutors of Chritt do deny { 
not love Chrilt ; ſuch are {coffers at Religi-' meer « 
on, who deride Holineſs, and mock at the” Hypo 
name of a Saint or Godly perſon, whereby. but ar 
they evidently ſhew their contempt of the [ove C 
Holineſs of Chrilt, from whom the Saints courte: 
derive all theirs; and how can they love to Ch 
Chriit that do contemn him and his Image: Chriſt, 
No unrighteous perſons do truely love not re: 
Chriit, whether they be lo in regard of dt- are un 
{rriburative juſtice, or in regard of commu-! truly-l, 
tative jultice; whether they be unrighteous hearr, 

tm Execution of judgment, in diſtribution of of Chr; 
Rewards or Puniſhments, and whether they all the 
be unrighteous in their Traffick anc Deal: reſt; g 
mos; Chriſt {triclly requireth Juſtice and. roneou 
R1shteonſnels, and how can they love him, the Prec 
that do not keep this Commandement ? No ple, tht 
Covetous perlons do truely love Chriſt, the ous per 
Apoftle faith, + Fob. 2: 15. If any man leve ards, A 
the world, the love of the Father 1s not 19 meer C 
big : And I may fay, thatif any man love are unc 
the world, ( that is, with his chief love ) how fe 
the love of the Son is not in him; the love love C 
cannot be chiefly ſet upon things below here will ax 
on Earth, and upon Chriſt who 1s above in, Chriſti: 
Heaven: No Licentious perlons do truly 

love Ckriff, no Drunkards, Adulterers, or 

any 
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any that indulge themſelves in unlawful de- 
tights ; the love of Chriſt doth teach us to 
deny {uch luſts, and to Mortifie them : No 
meer civil per!ons that are unconverted, no 
Hypocrites that have a form of Godlinels, 


. but are without the power of it, do truely 


love Chritt ; the former may be loving and 
courteous unto men, but they have no love 
to Chriſt; the latter may profeſs love ro 
Chriſt, and ſeem to love him, but they do 
not really love him. In a word, none who 
are under the reigning power of any fin, ds 
truly-love Chritt ; the reign of fin is in the 
hearr, and this is inconſiſtent with the love 
of Chriſt in the hearr. Now let us ſeperate 
all theſe forementioned perſons from the 
reſt; groſlely ignorant perſons, groſſely er- 
roneous perions, groſlely wicked perlons, 
the Profane, the Perſecutors of Gods Peo- 
ple, the Scoffers at Religion, all Unrighte- 
ous perſons, all Covetous perſons, Drunk- 
ards, Adulterers, and all Licentious perſons, 
meer Civil perſons, Hypocrites, and all that 
are under the rezgning power of ſin, and 
how few will there be left that do truly 
love Chriſt ? and by conſequence there 


here will appear but very few. that are true 


ven. 
i | 
truly 


'S, Or 
Ally. 


Chriſtians. 


SECTION. 
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SECT1I ION IX, 


OR Examination, Here | you 

may know whether you are 
true Chriſtians,by the Tryal of your love un- 
to Jeſus Chritr, Examine your felves there. 
fore, wiether you love Jeſus Chriſt whom 
you have never ſeen ; the moſt in the world 
do love truely thole perſons and things only 
which they have ſeen ; but can 
that you ſincerely and chiefly, do love Jeſns 
Chriſt whom you have not teen ? the love 
of the moſt doth ariſe from the notice which 
the Eye doth give of the Amiablenels of the 
Objects beloved ; but doth your love arilz 


Uſe 2. 


from the notice which the Ear hath given by 


the word, of the Amiableneſs which there is 
in Chriſt ? 

Qu. Heiv may we know whether we have 
true love to Feſus Chriſt ? 

Anſ. You may know the truth of yoar 
love to Jeſus Chriſt, 1. By your deſires at- 
ter Chriſts preſence. 2. By yourprizing and 
frequentingthole wayes wherein Chriſt is to 
be found, and ſeeking him therein. 3. By 
your love of Chriſts Image. 4. By your 
Obedience to Chrifts Commandements. 

Firſt, By your deſires after Chriſts pre- 


ſence; wherever there is agreat love to any 


perſon, 
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perſon, there is adeſire after the preſence of 
that perſon: do you fincerely and earneſt- 
ly defire Chriſts preſence ? there 1s a two- 
fold preſence of Chriſt, His gracious pre- 
{ence here, and his Glorious prelence at 
the laſt day. 

1. There is Chriſts Gracious preſence 
here, Foh. 14. 18. I will not leave you com- 
ortleſs, I will come unto you. You deſire 
that {uch Friends and Relations would come 
unto you, but do you defire chiefly thar 
Chriſt would come unto you? Chriſt com- 
eth to his Dilciples in a way of gracious 
Communication, in a way of Gracious Ma- 
nifeſtation, and in a way of ſweet Conſola- 
tion which doth re{ult from both. 

1. Do you deſire that Chriſt would come 
unto you in a way of gracious communica-. 
tion? are your defires after communication. 
of ſpiritual light from Chriſt ro teach and 
onide you; of ſpiritual Life from Chriſt 
ro Quicken and encourage yon, of {piritual 
Strength from CHoriſt, to ſupport you un- 
der burdens, and enable you unto Duties ? 
do you earneſtly deſire communications of 
all kinds, and further degrees of grace out 


_ of that fulnets of Grace which 1s in Chriſt 2? 


do you Hunger and Thirſt after Chrifts 
Righteoulne!s, not only that it may be im-. 
puted to vou for your Juſtification, but allo 
that 
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that it may be more and more imparted un- fy He 
to you for your further Sanctification, that 
you might be brought and hereby wrought ? 
12to a more perfect conformity and likeneſs? 
unto Jeſus Chriſt : this is an evidence of true ; 
love. | | 

2. Do you deſire that Chriſt would come * 
unto you ina way of Gracious Manifeſtarj- 
on 2? Foh. 14.21. He that loveth me, ſhall unto yo 
be loved of my Father, and [ will love him, ae 
and will manifeſt my ſelf unto him. Do you. Dol. 7 
earneſtly deſire the fulfilling of chis promile ? of chorf 
that Chriſt would diſcover to you more of YI: 
the lovelineſs of his perlon, and of the love Ction ks 
of his Heart? ate you grieved when your ay 
beloved doth withdraw himielf? when the IE. = 
curtain is drawn, and a cloud doth interpoſe rey 
between you and this Sun of Righteoutne's 3 WPIER © 
when he hideth and veileth his face from 99 ax 
you? and do youlorp after Chriſts returns, Fg 
and the Diſcoveries of himlelf unto you ? ator | 
Come Lora Zeſus, Come quickly; Be as 4 Roe e wy mY 
or young Hart upon the Mountains of Spt- | "i 
ces, Leap over the Mountarns, and 5hup _—_ q 
over the Hills, and make haſte nnto my Soul, | Tong 
which ts ſich of Love for thee in thy Abſence Any 


youdel; 
2.8 
prelenc 


# fo Fair ! that I might hear thy Voice nhich 
is jo ſweet ! that 1 might feel thy preſence 
nhich is ſo refreſhing ! O that I might behold. 

| thy. 
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ſeth, Szrely T come quickly, can your "leg olo 
make an{wer as Rev. 22.20. Amen, evg,q rece 
ſocome Lord Feſus? are you glad youlive b all Et 
near the end of the World, that the Lon. ? | 
is at hand, that the coming of the Lotge chri 
draweth nearer and nearer every day ? C\gy (hc 
you lift up your heads with joy, when yGau are 
look towards the place where the Lord Hou ſay 
{us Chriſt is, at the right hand of the Throg fire at 
of the Majeſty on High; and think witgy, that 
comfort, that yer a little while, and he thag jg you 
ſhall come will come, and will not now tara if y 
much longer ;, that within a while Chriſt wigf your 
deſcend from Heaven with a fheut,, the Lorghat Ch 
with the ſound of the Trumpet, and thahat yo 
your eyes ſhall ſee him in the brightneſs Felicity 
his Glory and Majeſty * Do you look alland that 
long for the day of Chriit's glorious apjn Heay 
pearance from heaven, when you ſhall bFhelſe 
awakened out of your Graves ( where yoChriſt's 
may take a ſhort ſleep before) and be gahgye to 
thered together by the Angels, and bt Seco 
caught up in the clouds, and there ( inſhiChriſt, 
ning Garments of Immortality on your Borhoſe w 
dies,and of Chriſts unfpotted Righteoutnelgnd {ec 
tn your Souls ) be brought with ſhoutingyayes 
and acclamations of Joy and Triumph intiprivate 
his preſence, who will then acquit yoland in| 
graciouſly from all fin and puniſhment, owiyon giz 
you openly for his faithful Servants, crowtpublich 


yol- 
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 heary,n gloriouſly before the whole World, 
2% col receive you to live and reign with him 
lively all Eternity ? Have you ſuch defires as 
* Lotheſe? If ſome of you ſay, you are afraid 
* Loyf Chriſts glorious appearance, leſt then 
/ Hou ſhould be rejected, becauſe you fear 
cn YQou are not ready and prepared ; yet can 
rd [ ſay alfo from your Hearts, that you 
T hrofgeſire above all things that you may be rea- 
Wilks, that you endeavour to make ready,that 
ve thix is your grief you are no more ready, and 
7arppat if you were ready, and were aſſured 
"1ſt wigf your intereſt in Chriſt, you could defire 
 Lorghat Chriſt would come immediately ; and 
Mahar you defire no greater Happineſs and 
eſs Felicity, than to live with Chriſt in Glory 3 
& algnd that you account the preſence of Chriſt 
'S aPin Heaven to be the Happineſs of Heaven ? 
all bThele are evidences of true deſires after 
© YOChriſt's glorious preſence, and of ſincere 
© Stfove to Chriſt. 
1d bf Secondly, You may know your love to 
In ſhiChriſt, by your prizing and frequenting 
Ir Bothoſe wayes wherein Chriſt is to be found, 
ulneland ſeeking him therein. Such are the 
ngwayes of his Ordinances both publick and 
| private. Chriſt's way is in his Sanctuary, 
 Yoland in his Ordinances he may be found ; do 
oWiyou give your attendance unto Ordinances, 
rowpublick prayer, the preaching of the word, 
you the 


, 
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the Sacrament of the Lords Supper ? a hrilt, | 
do you prize theſe Ordinances becauſe MEre 15 
the ſtamp of Chriſt's Inſtitution upon then"d cher 
becauſe of Chriſt's preſence in them, ale. 
becaule they are a means of bringing yd; 1: 
\ I and Chriſt together ? and when you are aus Wor 
| der Ordinances, do you diligently {eek mage 
Il} ter Chriſt in Ordinances? Don't you rf the 
TI | | In the outſide and carnal part of OrdinancesÞrilt, 
Wi in meeting with Gods people there ? or &&1{crip 
you deſign, defire and endeavour aft9©cavie 
lomething more inward and ſpiritual anbem ? | 
incomparably ſweet, that you meet wit Ne 
. Chriſt there, that you may have FellowſhieÞrilts 
with the Father and the Son therein ? are the 
upon this account can you lay as Pavitfres; 
How amiable are thy Tabernacles, () LordMels u; 
and a day in thy Courts is better than a Tho hreatn 
ſand, Plal. 84. 1. And, One thing have Wc Im: 
acfired of the Lord, that wilt I ſeck, afres* do. 
that I may dwell in the Houſs bf the Lord he oct 
the aayes of my life, to beheld the beauty Shrilt's 
the Lord, and toenquirein his Temple; P{zbou ha 
27. a. Do youallo ſeek after Chriit in youhd lon 
Families, and in your Cloſets? do you {eeloth th 
him in {ecret prayer and meditation * yorJearts : 


love to Chriſt doth exprets itſelf in yor#ght ol 
deſires; vour defires do ſhew themſelv&%2VE 91 
in your leeking after Chrilt in his wayes. *, ©: 15 
Thirdly, You may know your love ole * [f 
Chriſt 


k 
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-r? aphriſt, by your love of Chrilt's Image : 
-auſe Here 1sthe Imageof Chriſt on his Word, 
n then there 1s the Image of Chritt on his Peo- 
m, ane. | 

ng yo. 1: Do you love the Image of Chriſt on 
are ys Word? as Ceſar's Coin did bear Czſar's . 
{cek Mage and Superſcription, ſo the Word 
on r# the Scriptures, which is the Word of 
nancesbriit, doth bear Chriſt*s Image and Su- 
> or Fericription. Do you love the Scriptures 
r a{gecavile of Chriſt's Image which is upon 
val arbem? do you love the Word of Doctrine 
t wiſh the Scripture, becaule of the Image of 
owſhebriits Truth and Wiſdom upon it ? do you 
12 axove the Word of Precepts in the Scrip- 
Daviſpres, becauſe of the Image of Chriſts Ho- 
Loremeſs upon it ? do you love the Word of 
: The Nreatnings in the Scriptures, becauſe of 
havebe Image of Chriſt's Righreouſmeſs upon 
| afteft* do you love the Word of Promiſes in 
ord a= Scriptures, becauſe of the Image of 
wity Shrilt's goodneſs, Grace and Love upon it ? 
 Þ(,6ou have Chrilt's Word in your Bibles, 
inyound ſometimes founding in your ears, bur 
Ju {egloth the Word of Chriſt dwell in your 
p yorJearts ? you receive Chriſts word in the 
} yortghtof ir, do you receive his Word inthe 
1elyeove of it? 

es. # 2. Do youlove Chriſt's Image on his Peo- 
Ove tHe? If you love not your Brother whom 


Chriſt you 
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you have ſeen, how can you love youtſto 1 
Lord whom you have not ſeen? All Chrittg are 
Diſciples do bear Chrilts Image ; if you| untc 
love the Original, you will love the Pictureydilp 
alchough it be bur imperfedly drawn ; If you 
you love the perfect Goodneſs and Holineſy Chr 
which is in Chriſt, you will love the Good4 obec 
neſs and Holineſs which you teein the Saintsence 
alchough they have tr bur in an imperfect}his | 
Meature: do you love Chriit's Diiciples{ you 
andthar becauic of Chritts Image, alchoughſif yo 
they differ from you ia iome opinions whichland 
are Circumitantial ? thel 
Fourthly, You may know your love tg|ſ{elve 
Chriſt, by your Obedience unto his Com-.|whic 
mandements, Foh. 14.15. If you love me,keenol an 
my Commanaements.; and ver. 21. He thajeth, 
hath my Commandements and keepeth them|Jelu: 
he it is that loveth me. You have Chriſt'glove 
Commandements, do you keep them ? you 
know them, do you practiſe them ? your 
Love to Chriſt is known by your Obedi, 
ence unto Chriſt: 1f-Chrift be your belov| 
ed, he is allo your Lord ;. if you have tru Uſz 
aftection for him, you yield SubjeCtion ur; 
to him: If you Love Chriſt, you are careat all 
fal-to pleaſe Chriſt ; you are not the ferjthe | 
vants of the fleſh, to take care to pleale thqule o 
fleſh; but you are the ſervants of ChriſtJof yc 
to take care above all perſons and all thingfer t 
= 


q 
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> yout|to pleaſe Chriſt ; if you love Chriſt, you 
Chrilty are fearful of giving juſt occaſion of offence 
if you] unto men, but above all you are fearful of 
iCturey diſpleaſing and off=nding your Lord. Do 
vn ; If you labour ioto walk, that you may pleaſe 
olineſy Chriſt in the way of ſincere and univerſal 
Good obedience ? are you hearty in your obedi- 
Saintsence unto Chrift ? have you a relpect to all 
zerfecthis Commandments? is it your grief that 
-iples?| you fall ſhortin your obedienc2- unto Chriſt ? 
houghlif you can ſay in the preſence of the Lord, 
which|and your hearts do not give your tongues 

thelye, that you don't live and allow your 
ove tofelves in the praftice of any known fin 
Com-|which Chriſt forbiddeth, nor in the neglect 
ac,keegof any known duty which Chriſt command- 
Ze thatteth, this 1s a ſure evidence of true love to 
 them|Jelus Chriſt. Thus for the tryal of your 
:zhriſt'glove unto Chriſt. 


1? you 

? you De ea rf oak 
bedi, SEGTION  X: 

belov | 

e truqUſe 3. Y7 Or Reproof, 

[ON Utv! 1. Of all tuch as haveno love 


2 careqat all unto this unieen Chriſt ; and will not 
ie ſer{the uſe of Information, together with the 
ale thquſe of Tryal leave a conviction upon many 
ChriſtJof you that you are without this love ? ſuf- 
thingfter then the word of reproof ; what, are 

ol you 


F 


SEULSEE; - 


Sen 7 


' you have not teen Chriſt, yet have you n 


nal to any that ſearch into them, and d 
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you Creatures made by Chriſt, and mad: 
for Chriſt, and yet have no love to him tha 
are you rational Creatures, have you {ſoul 
capable of knowing him, and loving himf 35 ! 
and yet have no love? are you Chriſtians and 
and not love Chriſt ? baptized in Chriſt} PE? 
Name, and yet have you no love to Chriſ 
perſon? are ſome of you Profeſſors, an 
yet not love Chriſt ? make a ſhow of devq B< 
tion, and yet without any true affection 1 POV 
the object of your warſhip? Sinners, thoug Chr 


heard of him ? and have you not hear 
enough toengage and draw forth your lov 
unto Chriſt. What do you think ? is ther 
{uch a perſon as Jeſus Chriſt, or is ther 
not? haveyou no Bibles ? and if you havq 
have you not read therein the Hiſtory con] 2* * 
cerning Jeſus Chrit ? and what do yoſ Chr 
think of that Niſtory ? is it true, or 151 whc 
falſe? do you think the Goſpel to be a cuy © 
ningly deviſed fable ? are not the Scriptur 
which contain this Goſpel, the very wor 
of the true God who cannot lye? are the 
not ſuch characters of Divinity upon theny 
as are {ufficient to evince their divine orig 


not wilfully ſhut their eyes again{t the lig 
which there doth ſhine ? And if it be fo,th 
there js indeed ſuch a perion as Jeins Chr 
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( as there is nothing more true ) how is it 
that you- have no love unto him? do not 
the Scriptures reveal and {ſet forth Chriſt, 
as the moſt excellent and amiable perſon, 
and yet do you not love him ? can you love 
perſons and things that are but imperfectly 
lovely, and not love Jeſus Chriſt who is 
altogether lovely ? can you love one of 
great honour that hath but ſome inferior 
power and authority, and not love Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is the Lord of Glory, who 
hath al-power and authority both in Hea- 
ven and Earth ? can you love ſuch as have 
Wiſdom and Learning,though it be terrene, 
and not love Jeſus Chriſt who is the wiſdom 
of the Father, who knoweth all things, and 
whole wiſdom is divine ? can you love ſuch 
as are liberal and bountiful, and not love 
Chriſt whoſe bounty is ſuperlative, and 
whoſe gifts are moſt rich and tranſcendent ? 


' can you love friends that are kind, and not 


love Jeſus Chriſt who is the beſt friend that 
ever the children of men had ? can you 
love a benefactor that feeds you, and cloarhs 


' you, and giveth. money to you, and yet 
- 4 not love Chriſt who offereth to feed your 


hunger-ſtarv'd ſouls with the bread of life, 


tocloath your naked ſouls with the robes of 
his Righteouſneſs, and to give the ſpiritual 


4 riches of Grace to you, the leaſt dram of 
which 
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which is of more worth than all the riches 
of the Earth ? can you love Riches, and not 
love Chrifrin whom there are treaſures, 
and by whom you may have not only fpiri- 
tual riches here, bur alſo the heavenly ind 


Dies 


hexitance hereafrer ? can you love honours,} 
and not love Chriſt by whom you nay 
have the higheſt dignities, the honour 0 
children to the King of Heaven now, and 
a Crown of Glory in the other world ? can 
you love liberty, and not love Chriſt b 
-whom you may be made free from the ſla- 
very of the Devil and your own l[uſts ? can 
you love ſafety, and not love Chriſt who is 
the only Savioar of mankind, and who a: 
lone pats you in ſafety from the reach 0 
the worſt of Enemies, and the worſt © 
evils? can youlove peace,and not love Chriſt 
by whom you may have peace with God, 
and peace in your own conſcience ? can 
you love' pleaſures and delights, and noy , 
love Chriſt by whom you may have ol 


unſpeakable and full of glory, beſides thoſe 
everlaſting pleaſures. which are to come | 
without love ro Chriſt you are under tht; 
guilr of all your ſins ; neither your original 


6 


{in, nor any of your aCtual fins are pardonedy 

they all lye upon your own ſcore, and you 

muſt anſwer for all your ſelves, and tho 

fearful is your account like to be ! without 
love; 

1 

Li 


* 
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ſove to Chriſt you are under the curſe, not 
onlyander. the curte of the Law for your 
breach of the Law, but alſo under the curle 
of the Goſpel for dilobedience to this com- 
* mand of the Go'pe!, which requireth you to 
| lovethe Lord J=-tus Chriſt, 1 Cor. 16. 22. 
If any man love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
let him be Anathema Maranatha, that 1s, 
Let him be curſed, till the Lord come, and 
when the Lord cometh, will he take off the 
curſe from you ? no, he will come in fla- 


' ming fire to take vengeance upon you, ha- 


ving threatned then to puniſh all ſuch with 
everlaſting deſtraction, as ſhall be found 
to have dilobeyed the Goſpel ; and what 
then is like to become of you? Sodom and 
Gomorrha, thole wicked Cities will then be 
puniſhed dreadfully, with a worſe fire than 
that which was rained down from Heaven, 
| and conſumed their perſons and habitations 
| together ; I mean, with the fire of Hel], 


199 which will be kindled and kept alive unto 


Eternity by the breath of the Almighty ; 


# but you who do not love the Lord Jetus 


; Chriſt, notwithſtanding all dilcoveries of 
* him, invitations to him, and proffers of 
\ Kindneſſes by him, you will be puniſhed 


* more dreadfully than the wicked Sodomnres, 


| 1t will be more tolerable in the day of Judg- 
! ment for them than for you; the torments 
2 of © 


46 The True Chriitians Love 


.of Hell will be intolerable by any, but they 
will be moſt intolerable by Goſpel-ſinners”; 
the fire of Hell will burn upon you the moſt 
flercely, and the ſcourge of Conſcience will 
laſh you the moſt furiouſly. Conſider this, 
all ye that have no love to Chriſt, otherwiſe 
when he cometh to judgment, he will tear 
you to pieces, and there will be none to de- 
liver you ; if you have not the ſweet fire of 
loveto Chriſt enkindled in your hearts here, 


you will be thrown into the dreadfull fire of | 


Hell which will burn you evetrlaſtingly. 

2. This reproves ſuch of you as have 
fame love, bur it is very little love to Jeſus 
Chriſt ; you that love Chriſt, 1s not your 
love very {mall,not only in compariſon with 
his love to you, but alſo in compariſon with 
the love which ſome Chriſtians have attain- 
ed unto.? how ſtrong was the love of the 
Apoſtles unto Chriſt, when they lefr all and 
followed him ? efpecially after the reſurre- 
Clion of Chriſt, and his Aſcenſion into Hea- 
ven, when the holy Ghoſt was ſent down, 
and fat in the likeneſs of fiery tongues upon 


them: O! what a fire of love unto Chrilt * 
was there then enkindled within them. | 
Hence that bold profeſſion which they make 

of Chriſt before the chief Prieſts and Elders, | 


AF. 4. Hence their rejoycing that they 
were counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for | 
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the name of Chriſt, when they were beaten 
for their owning and preaching of him, _4#; 
5. 41. The love of Peter and Fohn was great 
unto Chriſt, and the love of Pay! was not in- 
feriour unto the love of the chiefeſt Apoſtles ; 
hence it was that he took ſuch pains to'/preach 
the Gofpel 4n ſo many parts of the world, 
even from Fervuſalem and ronnd about unto 
Nlyrican, Rom. 15. 19. See allo how he ap- 
proves hiniſelf to be a Miniſter of Chriſt, and 
giveth evidences of his ſtrong love to his Ma- 
ſter, 2 Cor. 11.23,24,25,26,27,28,29. Are 
they Miniſters of Chriſt ? I ſpeak as a fool, I 
am more ; in labours more abundant, im ſtripes 
above meaſure, in priſons more frequent, itt 
Deaths oft : of the Fews frve times received I 
forty ſtripes ſave one : Thrice was I beaten 
with rods ; once was I ſtoned, thrice I ſuffer- 
ed Shipwrack, a Night and a Day I have been 
in the deep, in journeying often, in perils of 
Waters, in perils of Robbers, in perils by mine 
own Countrey-men, in perils by the Heathen, 
in perils in the City, un perils in the Wilder- 
neſs, in perils in the Sea, in perils among falſe 
Brethren : in wearineſs and painfulneſs, in 
watchings often, in hunger and thirſt, in faſt- 
ings often, in cold and nakedneſs. Beſides 
thoſe things which are without that which com- 
eth upon me daily, the care of all the Church 
es who is weak, and 1 am not weak? who ts 
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unto Chriſr. How little is your love in com- 
pariſon with the love of thoſe Famous He- 
ro's, I mean thoſe eminent Martyrs, who 
have deſpiſed the Flames, and endured ſuch 


Which they have born unto Jeſus Chriſt ; 
the fire of their Love burning {tronger with- 
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cffenaea, and Thurn not ? and chap. 12. 10. 
] take pleaſure in infirmitzes, tn reproaches, 
771 neceſſities, in perſecutions, in diStreſſes for 
Chriſts ſake. The ground of all which was 
thedove of Chriſt, which did conſtrain him, 
as 1 Cer. 5.14. he had ſuch a love to Chriſt, 
that he profeſleth, Philip. 1.21. To meto 
live us Chriit, and to dye 1s gain, Chriſt was 
his -life, and his life was wholly at Chriſts 
devotion. 

But where is ſuch love now to be found ? 
I might ſpeak alſo of the love of ſome anci- 
ent Fathers, Iznatins, Polycarp, Ferome and 
others : take one inſtance in Ferome, who 
thus expreſleth his love unto Chriſt : 1f my 
Father were weeping on his Knees before mc, 
my Mother hanging on my Neck behind me, 
my Brethren, SiSters and Kinsfolk howling 
01 every ſide, toretain me in a ſinful courſe ; 
1 would ſling my Mother to the ground, run 
over my Father, deſpiſe all my Kindred, and 
tread them under my Feet, that I might run 


Racking and Torturing Deaths, for the love 


in them, than the fire without them in which 
theif 
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- [their Bodies were conſumed ? Is not your 


love alſo ſmall in compariſon with the love 
of onr late Reformers, which fired them 
with ſuch courage and reſolution, as to with- 


| ſtand a whole world of Antichriſtian fury 


and oppoſition ? Is your love comparable to- 
that of many Eminent Divines, and private 
Chriſtians of -our own Nation, of the Age 
immediately going before, who are now 
alleep in their Graves ; but how few are 
there come up in their rooms? Ir is obſery- 
ed, and it is greatly to be lamented, that 
there is of late years a great decay in the 
Power of Godlineſs, amongſt thole that are 
Sincere; and is it not evident in the great 
decay of love, even in true Chriſtians unto 
Jeſus Chriſt ? are not you Dwarfsin com- 
pariſon with others? are not you Babes in- 
Chriſt, and Weaklings in your love: to 
Chriſt ? Is it not evident, that you have but 
little love to Chriſt, when he 1s but little 
in your Thoughts and Meditations ? the 
thoughts are the Handmaids of the Love ; 
where the Love is ſtrong and ardent, there 
many thoughts will be attending upon it :. 
but will not your Hearts tell you, that your 
Thoughts of Chriſt are very few? you can 
think often of your Food, but how little do 
your Thoughts feed'upon Chriſt, who is the 
Bread of Life ? You can often think of your 

C4 Ray- 
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Rayment, but how little do you think of the 
Robes of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs ? You can 
think often of your earthly Friends, but how 
little do you think of Jeſus Chriſt, your 
Friend in Heaven ? Objects of Senle are 
often not only in your eyes, but alſo in your 
thoughts ; but how little is Chriſt entertain- 
ed in your thoughts, who is the Object of 
Faith ? Moreover, doth it not argue little 
Love to Chriſt, that you fpeak fo little of 
him and for him, in your converle one with 
another ? If you had much Love to Chrilr, 
would not this Love breath forth more in 
your Diſcourles ? You can readily ſpeak of 
your ſelves, and do often either directly or 
obliquely commend your ſelves, which dil- 
covers your great Self-love ; how little do 
you commend your Lord and Maſter, and 
Extoll his excellencies with your lips ? and 
doth not this evidence that you have but lir- 
tle love to him, in your hearts? You can 
readily diſcourſe of News and publick Oc- 
currences ( which is lawful and needfull, ſo 
that due limits be obſerved ) but when you. 


leave Chriſt quite out of your Dilcourle, it | 


ſhews that you have pot abundance of Love 
to him, becauſe out of the abundance of the 
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ſures, will be often ſpeaking of that ſubjet ;: 
{uch as love their Friends much, will be of-- 
ten ſpeaking and commending of them, 
when they are in company ; and when you: 
ſpeak bur little of Chriſt, it is a ſign that you. 
love him but little. Doth not the lictle Zeal- 


| which you have for Chrifts Honour in the” 


f| World, argue that you have bur little Love- 


o him ? where is your activity for Chriſt,. 


'Þto promote his Intereſt amongſt thoſe Rela-- 


tions and Friends, that you have acquaint- 
ance with ?' do you labour-all you can, to- 
bring others into the wayes of God, and in- 
to acquaintance with Chriſt ? Beſides, will 
not your little ſecret Devotion, argue your” 
little Aﬀection unto Chriſt ? will not 'your 
cloſets or other retiring places witneſs how 
lictle you are in ſecret Prayer and converſe 
with Chriſt there ? brief and ftraitned Pray- 
er in fecret, doth argue a Heart ſtrained 1n 
weve to Jeſus Chrift, Doth not'your Back- 
wardne!s tothe Exercite of this Love to 
Chriſt, ſhew the weakneſs of your love ?* 


Wave * be periwaded to love- + 9g Childre! 


how ſlow of Heart are you to the Love of: 


| Chriſt ? how. hard to be perſwaded'? you r 


need not be-pertwaded to Love your Wives; . 
if they be kind-and -helpful ; you need nor 
1,1f they 
be Pretty. and. Hopeful ; - you need not be - 
perſwaded to love your Friends, if they ie . 

| G2; Friendly, 


52 The True Chriſtians Love 
Friendly and Faithful : and yet whatever at- 
tractives of Love, the moſt ſtrong of any, 
be in Jeſus Chriſt, you are backward to this 
Love. 
Need I fay more to- convince you, that 
you have bur little Love to Chriſt ? will not 
your own Conſcience from thele clear Evi- 
dences ſufficiently witneſs the thing ? and 
now Chriſtians, think what a fin, what 4 
ſhame, whar a folly it is, that you ſhould 
kave fo lictle Love unto Jeſus Chriſt : If # 
be fo great a Sin for ſuch as are Strangers 
anto Chriſt, to have no Love at all to him, 
that it brings them under the moſt dreadful 
curſe ; ſurely it cannot be @ {mall fin, that 
you ( who are his true Diſciples ) ſhould 


have bur little Love unto him ; 1s it not ve- 
ry diiplealing tothe Father, that you ſhonld 
have but lirtle love to his Son ? if he do not 
hate you becauſe of your Relation unt 

Chriſt ; yet, is he not angry with you, for 
the Lukewarmnels of your Aﬀection unt 

Chriſt ? which fin 1s aggravated by the nea 

ne's of your Relation. is it not diſhonoura 
ble unto Chriſt, that you ſhould have fo lit 
tl2 Love to him ? don't you. in efiett {ay 
there 15 no great worth. or amiableneſs in| 
nim, when you have no great Love unto, 
1m 2 are you not hereby ungrateſul unt 


Chriſt, beyond. what can be parallell'd b 
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ver at- 
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any ingratitude unto the moſt obliging earth-- 
ly Friend ? is it not your fhame, that you 
Gould have fo little Love to Chriſt, when 
he doth {o much deſerve your Love ? Be- 
ſides, the Infinite Excellencies and PerfeCti- 
ons which are in his Perſon; doth not his: 
Infinite Kindneſs unto you, call for ( not on- 
the Truth, but alſo:) the Strength of your 
Love ? think what he hath done for you ;. 
think what he hath Suffered for you ; think: 
what he hath purchaſed for you ; think what: 
he hath promiled to you ; think. what he 
hath laid out for you; think what he hath: 
laid up for you, and yet to have but little 
Love to Criſt ? yet to.make ſuch poor Re- 
turns! Moreover, is it not your Folly to- 
have bar little Love to Chriſt 7 Don't you 
hereby bereave your ſelves, or debar your 
{elves of ſuch peace as paſleth all underſtand- 
ns ; of {uch iweetneſs and comfort both in- 
the ſtrength of your love, and in the ſenle 
of his love, as is inconceivable ? is not Inju- 
ry and Mitchief unto your elves, the conle- 
quent of your little Love unto Chriſt ? muſt 
you not draw on heavily in the wayes- of: 
God, as Pharaoch when his Chariot-wheels. 
were taken off ? Love to Chriſt 1s like: 
wheels, in your motion for Chriſt, and like 
Oil to the wheels, which makes you ready 
unto any good. work. which he doth cail you: 
ant 5; 
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unto; but when you have but little Love un«+ 


ro Chriſt, you muſt needs be more flow in 
your motions, more ſluggiſh in Chriſt's fer- 


vice; you will not, you cannot take that] 
pains in the work of the Lord; avd be 1o|f 


Zealous as you might and ſhould be for your 
Maſter's Glory. 

To Conclude, if you have but little love: 
to Chriſt, you will be apt ro-faint in-the day 
of Adverſity, to ſhrink when you are called 
ro take up his Croſs and ſuffer for his ſake * 
leſſer {ufferings will diſcompoſe you, great- 
er ſufferings will affrighten and amaze you, 
and*you- will be in danger of turning fearful 


Apoſtates in time of great Tryals; there is| 


need of great love to Chriſt, as well as great 
ffiich;tocarry youthorow ſufferings with cou- 
rage, thar you may perſevere unto the end. 


—_ i —_— = 


SECTION XI. - 


UV/e 4. T7 Or Exhortation, unto the love of 

Jeſus Chriſt, whom you have ne- 
ver-ſeen, this is-the Uſe chiefly deſigned in 
the choice of this ſabjeft, and: which I ſhall 
moſt largely inſift upon. In the Projecution 


of it, I-ſhal] give ſome Motives,. and then 


ſome DireCtions. 


The Motives toinduceandexcite you une | 


to 


you, 
arfuk 
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1 to the Love of this unſeen Chriſt, may be 
inf} drawn, 1. From:the conſideration of what 
1 Chriſt is. 2. From the conſideration of 

' Chriſts Love. 3. From the conſideration of 
+ Chriſts Benefits. 4. From the conſideration: 
| of that Love which Chriſtians. have, and 


ſhould have unto Chriſt. 
The firſt fort of: Motives may be drawn: 
from the conſideration of what Chriſt is, 
and that 1. What he is in Himſelf: 2. What 
he is: to the Father. 3. What he 1s unto: 
true Chriſtians. 
Firſt, Conſider what Chriſt 1s in Himſelf. 
In general, he 1s the moſt amiable perſon 


- and the moſt ſuitable Object for your Love. 


If youask ofthe dayes which arepaſt, which 
were before you ſince the day that God. 
created: Man upan the Earth ; if you ſeek. 
from one ſide of Heaven unto the other; if 
you make enquiry into all the parts of the 
Earth, you-will never find that either there 
ever was-or is to. be found any perſon fo 
lovely, io beautiful and fo every way de- 
ſerving your Love, as theLord Jetus Chriſt ; 
there 1s a Matchlels, Tranſcendenr, and 1n- 


. comparable Beauty and Excellency 12 him; 


How paſſionately are ſome. Foolilh Men. in 
Love with the external beauty which: they 
lee in ſome Women : the exact Symetry of 
parts, and comely.Proportion of the body:: 
the 


56 


fal Perſon. 
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the amiable features, and lovely mixtures 


of colours in the Face, the Beauty of the 
Eyes, in their Spirit, their quick and grace-|; 


ful motions, and amorous Glances; How 
doth this Raviſh the Hearts of ſome fond. 
Lovers ! although the moſt beautiful body 
inthe World, is nobetter than painted clay, 
dirt and corruption, encloſed in a fair Skin, 


which fickneſs will cauſe to look pale and} 


wan, Death will quite marre and ſpoil; 
But the amiablenels and Beauty of Chriſt is 
more tranſcendent and permanent, and 
therefore a more fit Object for your Love. 
Chriſt is fairer than the Children of Men ; 
he 1s all fair, without any. ſpot, altogether: 
lovely, without any blemiſh or deformity, 
I have already ſpoken of the Glorious Beau- 
ty which tis in Chrifts glorited Body, the 
molt lovely of any 
God hath made; arndallo of the ſhining ex- 
cellenctes which are in Chriſt's glorified 
Soul, fo. nearly joyned to the Divinity 
could we tuppoſe all the Lovelineſs that ever. 
was feen, or found in the moſt lovely per- 


{ons thatever lived, to meet in one perton.;.| 


how Lovely would-that-perion. be ! yet 
ſuch, though never 1ſo re{plendent Beauty, 
would be but a. dark Shadow, compared: 
with the brightneſs of Chriſt's moſt Beanti- 
Can you. Love. the imperfect 

Beauty: 
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5] inſtance in theſe fix. 
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9Beauty which you ſee in Creatures, and will 
| younot lovetheperfect Beauty which there 
[is in Chrit ? can you love a fading beaury 


which foon withereth like the Flower, and 


| will you nor love Chriſt, whole Beauty ne- 
| ver decayes, but alwayes doth abide more 


freſh than Beauty in the Flower of Youth? 


| can you be ſoon affected with Beautiful Ob- 
f jets which are before the Eye of your: 
«| Senſe, and will you not he affected with 


this far more beautiful Object, the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, who is fo clearly dilcernable by 
the Eye of Faith ? If the Eye of your Faith 
were open and clear, to look upon the Tran- 


| {cendent amiableneſs which ts in Chriſt, 


you could not chuſe but love him : could 
you fee the glances of his Eye, and the 
fweet ſmiles of his lovely face, as ſome 


| have ſeen, your Hearts would be overcome 


and raviſhed with Love, and filled with Ex- 
tafies of Joy and ineffable Delight. 

More Particularly, There are the moſt 
Amiable Qualifications in Chriſts Perſon, to- 
attract and draw forth your Love; I ſhall 
1. His Greatneſs and 
Authority. 2. His Holineſs and Purity. 
3. His Wiſdom and Omniſciency.. 4. His 
Truth and Fidelity.. 5, His Fulneſs and 
All-ſufficiency. 6. His Kinaeſs and Mercy, 

1. Conſider Chriſt”; Greatneſs and. Autho- 


rity 5 
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rity, Aquila non capit muſcas, The Eagle 
aoth not purſue after Flies : Great Souls are 


not affected, except ir be with grear | 
Things; there is none ſo great as Jeſus 


Chriſt; He is moſt great in Honour and 
Dignity, He is moſt great in Power and- 


Authority. Excellency of Majeſty, doth 


greatly engage the Love, and command 
the Hearts as well as the Obedience of Sub- 
jects: and thole Princes that have the great- 
eſt Power and Authority, are the Darlings 
of the people, when they dow abule their 
place by Unrighteoulneſs and. Cruelry, by 
Uſapation and Tyranny. If Power be ma- 


naged with Clemency, and Authority with., 


Kindneſs towards thoſe that are under com- 
mand ; {o highly do Princes advance them- 
ſelves hereby in the eſteem and Love of- 
their people, that they will be ready to: 


. Tpend their Eitates, and venture their Lives. 


in their Service. ' Chriſt is the Prince of the- 
Kings of the Earth, he is cloathed with the 
Higheſt Honour, arrayed with the moſt: 
excellent Majeſty, decked with the largeſt: 


Power, and inveſted with the greateſt Au-: | 


thority. | Heisthe King and Lord of Glory, 
he is. exalted ro Higher Dignity than the: 


greateſt Potentate tirar ever lived npon the. 


Earth; yea heis advanced aboveall Thrones- 
and Domitntans, and Principalities and Pow- 


ers. 1 
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{leſs than their iniquities do deſerve. 
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ers, of theglorious Angels which are in Hea- 
ven; All Power is given to himin Heaven and 
Earth, Mat. 28. 18. He doth what he will 
in Heaven, the Angels are at his Beck, and 
execute his Will, go and come at his Com- 


.Imand; and he hath Power on Earth ; He 
[is the Head of the Church, and Head over 
Fall unto the Church ; he can reſtrain his 


Enemies, and conquer them, and bring them 


[under his Feer at his pleaſure ; and whatevar 
[{everity he doth ſhew fomerimes in execu- 
ting his Judgments, and raking Vengeance 
Fon the Wicked, hedothnever abule his Pow- 


er by Unrighteouſneſs ; He is moſt Juſt to- 
wards the worſt, and puniſheth them here 
But 


what kindneſs -and clemency doth he ſhew 


Jto his own ſubjects and people? and will 
[not 
| fon 
| highvdigniry of your Lord, raiſe your love of 


you have a great love to to great a Per- 
? ſhould not the conſideration of 'the 


him unto a great heighth ? when Chriſt hath 
ſuch Authority, ſhall he not command your 
hearts ? when Chriſt is inveſted with ſuch 
power that hecandefend you againſt therage 
and cruelty of your moſt powerful and mali- 
cions adverſaries, will you not love greatly 
ſuch a Perſon, as well as truſt confidently 
under the ſhadow of his Government ? 

2, Conſider Chriſts Holineſs and Purity, 


ſome 
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ſome great Perſons who abound in Wealthknow, 
and Honour, who have ſome kind of amiahity, | 
ble natural qualities, and acquired accom-y 0 
pliſhments which might render them veryſ(Chriſt 
uſeful in their Countries, yet through theitſhelove 
wickedneſs and debauchery, their tilthine{Chriſt 
and impurity, their impious and vicioughetell 
lives, they ſtain all their other excellenciesJhatetF 
and render themſelves the objects of con-works 
tempt and ſcorn, unto thoſe who otherwileworls 
would beat greatreſpect and lovetothem. JChrifl 
But Chriſt is moſt amiable for his Holi.|thistt 
neſs and Parity ; he was holy in his birthz]the be 
although born ofa ſinful woman, yet he wag|fore « 
born without fin ; when he lived amongſt} carna 
1mpure ſinners he kept his garments fromj is am 
all tains and ſpots, his heart and life were| upon 
free from all pollutions, and never was he truel 
guilty of the leaſt tranſgreſſion either in acti-] belt, 
on or the leaſt inclination. O what an ex} Wo 
cellent Perſon was Chriſt when here upon| if ye 
the Earth ! how glorious in holineſs, wharf love 
bright beams of perfect'purity and exact in-J can. 
nocency did Chriſt ſcatter in thoſe dark pla-|| is it 
ces of the Earth where helived, and amongſt | Chr 
thoſe dark ſullied ſinners with whom he did | {elf, 
converſe! how then doth Chriſt ſhine in ho-| 15 tc 
lineſs, now he is entred into the Holy of Ho-} ifth 
lies, which is above ; and there doth con« | ive 
verſe with none but ſuch as are Holy? I} to! 
know, 
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Vealthknow, becauſe of Chriſts Holineſs and Pu- 
'amia-zity, heis the object of the hatred and enmi- 
ccomy of the wicked and ungodly ; becauſe 
| very(Chriſt is an enemy unto their darling and 
| theirſheloved luſts, they have an enmity againſt 
hineſgChriſts Perſon : when he was here below, 
icioughetelleth his brethren, Fohn 7. 7. The World 
nciesfhateth me, becauſe 1 teſtifie of it, that the 
F con[works thereof are evil; and the hatred of the 
rwilehworld doth {till abide uponthe fame account; 
2m. [Chriſt doth reprove the world of fin, and 
Holi.|this the world cannotendure and away with; 
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the beams of Chriſts Holineſs do offend their 
ſore eyes, his holy precepts do offend theix 
carnal hearts; yet notwithſtanding this, he 
is a mo{t ſuitable obje for the love of Saints 
upon the account of his Holineſs: ſuch as are 


{| truely judicious,will love them moſt who are 


beſt, and {uch are really the beſt Men and 
Women in the world, as are moſt holy; 
if you are Chriſt's Diſciples indeed, you 
love holineſs where ever you fee it, and 
can you love the imperfect holineſs which 


-| is in Gods people, and will you not love 


Chriſt whois perfectly, infmitely holy him- 


did} {elf, and the {pring of all thatholineſs, which 
ho 1sto be found in any of the Children of Men? 
Ho-} ifthere be ſuch a wonderful luſtre in the de- 
:on- } tived holineſs of tome, that it makes them 
? I} to ſhine aslights ina dark World, what a 


__ wonder- 
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wonderful tranſcendent laftre is there in thqe _ 
original holineſs which is in Chriſt ! which, 
as it is matter of great admiration, fo it calls hrif 
for great affeCtion, Pſal. 119. 140. Thy and K 
Word ts very pure, therefore thy Servant lie . 1 
veth it. | Chriſt is the Word, not the writ4,,..c, 
ten Word, but the eſſential Word, and hq. F 
is very pure, therefore you ſhould love him, 
3. Conſider Chriſt's Wildom and Omni: Chrif 
ſciency. Wiſdom doth make the face tc 
ſhine; Learning doth ' advance ſome VerIchrif 
highly in eſteem ; ſuch as know moſk, 1 they 
their morals be ſuirableto rheir intellectuals}, 
are moft admired by thoſe that underſtand] c, _:. 
what true worth is ; eſpecially if there be hay 
Ipiritual Witdom in conjunction with na 
tural and acquired, if there be much Grace Chril 
in the heart as well as much Knowledge 't y 
the head ; how worthy are ſuch to be belo- hing 
ved? Daniel was a man of great learning "xi 
-and wildom, $kilPd in all the learning ol " 
the Chaldeans which was not ſinful and dia- ts 
bolical; and befides this, he was endued 60 
with divine wiſdom by the teachings of the 
Holy Spirit; the Angel told this Danzel, 
more than once or twice, that he was 4 you 
Man greatly beloved ; he was greatly be-|/ . 
loved by the Lord of Heaven, greatly be- and 1 
loved by his Prince on Earth, and greatly - 
beloved by his people, and by all, _ : 
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on ſome few that envyed his proſperity and 
*<; xffavour. Daniels Wiſdom did render him 
it calJ'2 univerſally amiable ; How then ſhould 
). ThlChriſt be beloved becauſe of his Wiſdom 
Jane 12d Knowledge! the Witldom of Chriſt is 
> writ" beyond the Wiſdom of Daniel, or the 
:nd hd Widdom of Solomon who was wiſer than Da- 
e him [7/3 theſe men had Wiſdom which made 
Omni them famous and eſteemed in their day, but 
Chriſt is Wiſdom, the Wildom of the Fa- 
ther; they were children of wifdom, bur 
Chriſt is the Father and Fountain of wiſdom; 
they had ſome jewels of wiſdom, but the 
treaſures of wiſdom are hid and laid up in 
Chriſt, Col. 2. 3. they had learning and 
na.[*nowledge, but their knowledge was Ig- 
3raceſ22rance compared with the knowledge of 
ge in Chriſt, the greateſt part of thethings which 
Belo. J'hty knew, being but the leaſt part of the 
{things which they knew not; they knew 
ſome things, but Chriſt is omniſcient and 
knoweth all things ; they knew many ſe- 
crets of nature, but Chriſt knoweth the ſe- 
theſ Iets of Heaven, the mind of God, and no- 
11:11 thing is hid from him. How greatly be- 
- ,| loved then ſhould Chriſt be ! if you are wiſe 
be. | You will, if you would be wiſe you muſt 
be. love Chriſt who is fo infinitely wiſe himſelf, 

atly| and who alone can make you truly wile. 
4+ Conſider Chritts Truth and Fidelity, 
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Truth and Faithfulnels are very rare in ot wine) 
dayes, when Falſhood and Deceit do {fy 7 
much abound ; what was ſaid of old, 1 e © 
59. 14, 15. Truth faileth and falleth in th tt 
Street; the ſame may be ſaid now ; ar butth 
therefore ſuch as are True without Guil{"® | 
Faithful without Deceit,are worthy of gre fulne! 
eſteem and Love. Bur what Love ſhoulſ**5 | 


you give unto Chriſt, who is not only True white 


but Truth it ſelf; who is moſt Faithful in $999 ®' 
his undertakings and promiſes, and nevq 2" 
deceived any that put their truſt in hin ep! 
who is often better than his word, nevd*"> 
worſe; you will love a true and faithf pende 
Friend, and. will you not love a true anj*%"0 
faithful Chriſt, the beſt Friend of the chiſ*l! © 
dren of Men ? as Chriſts faithfulneſs ſhoulJs 3 © 
encourage y9ur confidence in him, ſo here; 
thould endear your love unto him. bath 

| 5. Conlider Chriſts fulneſs and All-ſuth fulnel 
CIency. _ Such as have large and plentjf i. A 
Eſtates, are greatly beloved by tne pod fect 1 
and indigent, if they find them alſo to hay out | 
large Hearts and open Hands,ready to dilt unto | 
bute unto their wants and neceſfities; nonj a fulr 
have fuch fulneſs and plenty as the Lord Je . ao 
{us Chriſt, and none ſo willing to communi oth 
cate of his ſulnels unto the wants of ſuch asak for | 
poor in Spirit,and {enfible of their need;C9 Coriſ 
1.19.1t hath pleaſed the Father that in him a4 19% 
fulnt) 
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in ool{#/7e/s ſhould dwell, There is not only plen- 
ty in him, bur fulneſs: not the fulneſs of 

*& Ciſtern, batthe fulneſs of the Fountain ; 

in typo the fulnels only of ſufficiency for himſelf, 
7 : ardÞvtthe fuinels of redundancy for his people; 
Guilgnot ſome fulneſs for ſome things, but all 
f gre falnels for all chings that are good ; nor ful- 
ſhonJneſs for ſome time and to continue but for a 
rJWhile, bur all fulneſs doth dwell in him, 

al in $and abide for all his people throughout all 
.vd Generations; and this not to depend upon 

| hin{the pleaſure of men whoſe minds may al- 
never, but it hath pleaſed the Father, it de- 
irhfpendeth open the pleaſure of the Father, 
1 antWhO 1s PN ays the ſame, and whole Bo 
e chiſWill to his people is unchangeable. ere 
ſhoulſis a twofold fulneſs in Chriſt for his people 
here; beſides his fulneſs of Glory which 
hath a reference to Eternity. There is a 
1.6 ffulnels of Merit, and a fulneſs of Spirit. 
enrify 1: A fulneſs of Merit, in that full and per- 
: Po fect Righteouſnels which he hath wrought 
hay out for them, and which he doth impute 
diſt unto them for their Juſtifieation. 2. Theres 
nonl ® fulneſs of Spirit in Chriſt, the Spirit being 
rd [4 = unto him without meaſure, which he 
_. oth impart and communicate unto them, 
: a for their SanCtification and Conſolation. 
J:ca Ebriſtians, you- are empty, Chriſt is full 
i a4 You are poor, Chriſt is rich ; youare indi- 
ulnt| cent, 


do { 
d, I 
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gent, Chriſt is All-ſufficient ; and will not 
you love Chriſt, who is able to do for you 
beyond what you are able to ask or think]. Fat 
and is as willing as he is able to ſupply al 2: : 
your Spiritual neceſſities ? will you not love 
Chriſt who is an Overflowing and Everflow 
ing Fountain of Good, who hath inexhauſti- 
ble treaſures of Graces and Comforts in him, 
which are ſet open before you, and unto 
you, and every day you may freely come| Goc 
and fetch ſuch jewels our of this Treaſury, and 
as are of higher worth and greater uſe than} Neat 
any Earthly Riches in the greateſt Plenty 
and abundance ? EE 
6. Conſider Chriſts Kindo h AY mercy, mol 
All the kindneſs of Men is unkindels com Son 
pared with the kindneſs of Chriſt, all theſ the 
Metrcies of Men are Cruelty, compared| beat 
with the Mercies of Chriſt. He is all kind] brig 
nefs, all bowels, .all compaſſion, all pity, al} exp! 
grace, all mercy to miſerable loſt mankind} Rela 
I ſhall not enlarge here, becauſe this will fall Fath 
under the ſecond head of Arguments, taken} you 
from the conſideration of Chriſts Love| the1: 
And if you add the kindneſs and mercy off the < 
Chriſt to all his other excellencies and| ther, 
perfetions, ſurely he will appear to have] Son. 
incomparably the greateſt attraftives in} will 
' him for Love, unto any that have not} love 
a very thick veil of unbelief before theiff *wn 
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Eyes to hide him from their view. 


Secondly, Conlider what Chriſt is to the 


Father. 1. Heis moſt nearly related to him. 


2. He is moſt dearly beloved by him. 

1. Chriſt is moſt nearly Related, and 
withall moſt perfectly like unto the Father. 
All the Creatures are related to God as their. 
Maker, but Gods Children are more near- 
ly related ; the Saints are neatly related to 
God, who are his Children by Adoption 
and Regeneration; the Angels are more 
nearly related to Gol who are his Sons by 
Creation, and never were ſeparated from 
him by fn; bat the Lord Jelus Chriſt is 
moſt nearly related unto God, who 1s his 


4 Son by eternal Generation : thus Chriſt is 


the only begotten Son of God, and doth 
bear his Image moſt perfecily, being the 
brightneſs of his Fathers Glory, and the 
expreſs Image of his perſon. This near 
Relation of Chrit, and his likeneſs to the 
Father, doth ca!l for your ſtrongeſt love ; if 
you have reaſon to honour the Father, on 
the ſame account you have reaſon to honour 
the Son; if you have realon to love the Fa- 
ther, you have the ſame reaſon to love the 
Son. You Will love the Sons of Princes, and 
will you not love the Son of God ? you witi 
love your own children who bear your 
own Image, and will not you love Chriſt 

LD wha 
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who is the exprels Image of God ? we read 
of Chriſt, Phil. 2.6. Who being in the form | 
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of God, rhought it no Robbery to be equal with 
God. Chriſt ( without Robbery or Dero- 
gation unto God) is equal with God in all 
glorious Excellencies and Perfections, and 
. therefore your higheſt and ſtrongeſt love is 
his due, and without robbery you cannot 
withhold it from him. 

2. Chriſt is moſt dearly beloved by the 
Father, 2 Pet. 1. 17. For he received from 
God the Father, Honour and Glory, when 
there came [uch a voice to him, from the ex- 
cellent Glory : This ts my beloved Son in whom 
1 am well pleaſed ; he then that is worthy of 
the Fathers love, ſurely is worthy of yours ; 
he thar is chiefly befoved by the Father, 
{hould chiefly be beloved by you. | 

Thirdly, Conſider what Chriſt. is unto 
all true Chriſtians; you be fuch, Chriſt 
3s your Shepherd, he feedeth you in green 
Paſtures, he hath laid down his life for his 
Sheep, and will you not love {auch a Shep- 
| herd? he is your Captam who hath con- 


quered all your Enemies for you, and lead-' 
eth you on to take the ſpoils, and will you 
not love juch a leader ? He is your Prophet, 
who teacheth you the moſt excellent things} 
thnatever were taught, the higheſt myſte- ; 
ries, the moſt glorious truths, which _— 
0 
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of the greateſt concernment to know and 


\ believe; and he teacheth you in the moir 


excellent way by his Word and Spirit, open- 
ing yourunderſtandings as well as his Trurhs, 
giving you lightand an eye to diſcern this 
light; and will you not love ſuch a teacher ? 
He is your High-Prielt who hath made fa- 
tisfaction for you, and withal maketh in- 
terceſſion for you, to reconcile you unto 
God,and his interceſſion is inceſſant and pre- 
valent; and will you not love ſuch an Advo- 
cate? Heis your King who ruleth you moſt 
powerfully and righteouſly, moſt wiſely 
and graciouſly, and will you nor love fach 
a Soveraign. He is your BenefaCtor, the 
molt kind and bountiful, and no gifts are 
comparable unto his gifts, and will yoa 
not love ſuch a friend ? He is your Brother, 
and if he be not aſhamed to own you for his 
Brethren and Siſters, will it not be a ſhame 
if you ſhould withhold from him your 
hearts? Heis your husband, and you are 
joyned to him by the Spirit and Faith in 
fuch bonds as cannot be broken, and will 
not you embrace him in the arms of your 
deareſt love? He is your Redeemer, who 


reſcued and delivered you from Sin and Sa- ' 


than, from Death and Wrath : He hath re- 
deemed you by price, the price of his 
blood, and hath he not then given the greateſt 
| | LD 2 price 
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7.0 
price for your Love? he hath redeemed} 
you alſoby conqueſt, and ſhallhe not makef 
a conqueſt of your hearts ? Surely you are 
alrogerher unworthy of thele relations, if 
you dv not preſent Chriſt with your moſt 


endeared and choiceſt Aﬀections. 
far the Motives drawn from the Conſidera- 
tion of what Chriſt is. 


— 


, SECTION MIL 


THe ſecond fort of Motives to excite 
our Love to Chriſt, may be drawn 

from the conſideration of Chriſts love unto 
true Chriſtians. If you are Chriſtians in- 
deed, Chriſt loveth you, 1. With the Free- 
eſt Love. 2. Withthetrueſt Love. 3. Wich 
the ſtrongeſt Love. 4. With theſureſt Love, 
1. Conſider, that Chrilt loveth you with 

| the freeſt Love : There are many motives 
and attractives for your Love to Chriſt, but 
Chrilts love to you is moſt free; nothing 
in your ſelves to draw and engage his love; 


except deformity and enmity to him, ex- 


cept filthinefs which he loatheth, and wick- 
ednels which his ſoul hateth, be motives. 


There is no man in the world that loveth | 
you but he findeth or fancyeth fome love- | 


lineſs ju you, ſomething to be a motive 
to 
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; to draw his love to you ; wit 1sa motive to 
ſome, wealth to others, beanty to ſfome, 
ſtrength to others, near Relation to ſome, 
dear love to others, liberality to fome, 
ſervice to others; greatneſs to lome, good- 
ne's to others ; likenels, whether it be in 
good or evil, is a motive to the love of the 
molt : Bat Chrilts fir{t love to you, 1s alto- 
gether free; that which is a motive to men, 
and induceth their love to you, is no motive 
to iucline the Love of Chriſt: the fin which 
you brought into the world with you, and 
the many fins which ſince you ceme into the 
world have been committed by you, are 
enough to ſhut out all motives of Love in 
Chriſt, unto whom all fin is ſo odious and 
abominable. Whatever motive induced. 
Chriſt to love you, it was not drawn from 
your ſelves, but it was drawn from his own 
bowels. And will not this free love of 
Chriſt incline you to love him ? Doth he 
love you moſt freely, and will not you love 
him moſt dearly ? Did Chriſt love you 
| without any motive to draw his love; and 

will not you love Chriſt in whom there are 
ſo many motives to draw your love ? Did 
Chriſt begin to love, and will not you make 
a return ? Did Chriſt love you under your 
deformity, and will not you love him in 
whom there is ſuch perfect beauty ? If you: 
D3 now. 
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now have any ſpiritual beauty, it is through 3. mel! 


che comelineſs watch Chriſt hath put upon 
you, bur Chriſts firſt love was free, which 
is matter of the preateſt admiration, and 
ſhould bea motive unto the greateſt Aﬀe. 
Ction. : 

2. Conſider, that Chriſt loveth you with 
the trueſt love : There 1s little true love in 
the world, you have many that truly hate 
you, few that truely love you: and there 
is much diffimulation in the pretended love 
and affection of ſome; allchat flatter you, 


do not truly love you; love in ſhew and: 


outward appearance, in good words and 
fair tpeeches, is common, but love in deed 
and in truth, that evidenceth it ſelf in real 


offices of Love, whete there is the greateſb 
need, this is rarely to be found. Fob com- 


plaineth, Fob 6. 15, 16, 17. My brethren 
have dealt deceitfully like a brook, and as the 
ftream of brooks they paſs away ; which are 
blackiſh by reaſon of the ice, and wherein the 
ſnow is hid ; what time they wax warm they 


vaniſh, when it is hot they are conſumed out | 


In the proſperity of Fob he| 


of their place. 
had many friends, andtheir love and friend- 
ſhip did ſeem to have ſome ſtrength and 


conſiſtency, like the ice upon the brook ; 
bur when heat of trouble and calamity came | 


of his friends did 
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ugh 5. melt and vaniſh away like ice and ſnow be- 


fore the warm beams of the Sun: the Love 
of the molt is felfiſh, for their own ends, 
and therefore when their love 1s not like to 
be beneficial, but rather create trouble and 
prejudice to themlelves, it cometh to no- 
ching. True Chriftianiry doth teach another 
kind of Love, and thoſe that are powerfal- 
ly religious have a true love, which is rea- 
dy to thew it {elf moſt in an adverſe eltate. 
But none do or can love you with ſuch a 
true love as Jeius Chriſt ;* there is no flatte- 
ry or diffimulation in his Love, his love tis 
hor in the leaſt counterfeit, it is not in the 
leaſt ſelfiſh and for his ownends; he doth 
nor love you to receive good from you, 
but that he might do good unto you; He 
loveth you not onely in Proſperity, but 
chiefly he doth evidence his love in Afﬀi- 
Ction and adverſiry. He is a preſent help 
in the time of trouble, and then doth give- 
the moſt render demonſtrations of his 
Love; he is touched with the feeling of 
your infirmities when 'you are tempred, 
and ſympathizeth with you in your ſorrows 
when you are afflicted ; he ſhews his Love 
in viſiting you under your troubles, in ſup- 
porting you, inrelieving you, andindeliver- 
ins you: Oh! whatlove ſhould you have 
bnto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who loveth you' 
with fuchatrue love? D-4 3. Con- 
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3. Conſider, that Chrif loverh you with: 


the ſtrongeſt love. His love is more ſtrong 
than Death, more ardent than the Fire, 
which hath a moſt vehement Flame. The 
firength of Chriſts Love to you doth ſhew 
it felf in the activity of his Love, in his do- 
ing for you; and this will appear in three 
things : _ 1. In what he hath done for you. 
2. In what he is doing for you. 3. In what 
he wil] do for you. | 
1. Theftrength and activity of Chriſts 
love to you, doth ſhew it ſelfin what Chriſt 
hath done for you; I ſhall briefly name 
ſome particulars. 1. It was the ſtrong 
Love of Chriſt which _— him down 
from Heaven for you, to aſſume your. Na- 
ture; What manner of love was this, that 
God ſhould become man ! that Spiric ſhould 
become fleſh ! that he who made the world 


ſhould be born of a mean Virgin ; and all 


for your ſakes! 2. Ir was thelove of Chriſt 
which made him to fulfil all righteouſneſs 


for you; he yielded perfect obedience to- 


the Law both Moral and Ceremonial, that 
you might have the benefit of it. 3. It 
was the Love of Chriſt which made him 
ſubmit+himſelf ro the temptations of the 


Devil for you, that he, ſuffering being ' 


gempted, might be able to fuccour you 
when you are tempted. 4. It was the 
Love 


— 
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- } Love of Chriſt which 'made him endure the: 


contradiftions of ſinners for you ; he bore 
many affronts, contumelies, envyings and. 
blaſphemies of wicked men, that he might 
give you an example how to carry your 
{elves under the like circumſtances, 5. It 
was the Love of Chriſt which made him: 


. L lay down his Life for you, Foh. 15. 13, 14. 


* Greater love hath no man than this, that a 


man lay. down his life for his friend : ye are 
my friends. That fuch a perſon as Chriſt,. 
{o excellent, ſo innocent, ſhould undergo: 
death, and luch a.death as that of the Crois, 
ſo diſgraceful, 1o painful.; that he ſhould. 
ſubmir to ſuch Ignominy, and endure ſuch 
Agony, ſuch tearings in his fleſh, ſuch preſ- 
ſares in his Spirit, and that with ſuch reſo- 
lution and willingneſs,, with ſuch ſubmilli- 
on and patience, and that for ſuch as you,. 


all | although now his friends, yer whilſt in a: 
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ſtate of Nature ſtrangers and enemies. here: 
was Love ſtronger than death! Oh the: 
heighth! Oh thedepth of this Love! There: 
are ſuch dimenſions in this love of Chriit, 
as the longeſt line of your moſt extended: 
thoughts and. imaginations can never be able 
to reach and mealure. 6. It was the: Love 
of Chriſt which raiſed him again from the: 
dead for you :;. Rom. 4.25. Who was dcli- 
v:rcd for our :ffences, and raiſed again for 

I, 6MY 
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our juſtification. 
Chriſt which carryed him up from Earth to 
Heaven, where he was before for you, Foh. 
' 16. 7. Nevertheleſs I tcl you the truth, it #6 
expedient for you that I go away; for if I 
go n10t away, the Comforter will not come un- 
fo yoit 5, but if 1 depart, 1 will ſend him unto 
_ yore. 

2. The ſtrength and activity of Chriſts 
F.ove to you, doth ſhew it ſelf in what he is 
doing for you. 1. He is interceding for 
you at the right hand of God ; Rom. 8. 34. 
Who is he that condemneth? it 7s Chriſt that 


aca, yea rather that is riſen again, who is} 


even at the right hand of God, who alſo ma- 
ker mmterceſſion for us. It is through Love 
that Chriſt doth plead for you in Heaven, 
that your perſons may be accepted, your 
fins pardoned, your prayers anlwered, and 
:hat the Holy Ghoſt may be ſent down to 
yon, to teach, lantifie and comfort you, 
2. He is preparing a place for you, 7oh, 
14-2. [n my fathers houſe there are many 
Alanſions, if 1t were nat ſo 1 would haw. 
rld you, 1 go to prepare a place for'yon. It 
is through love that Chriſt as your fore- 
runner. ts for you. entred into the glorious 
Palace that is above, to take poſſeſſion 'ol: 
ic for you, and to prepare places there for} 
your recepiton,. 

3, The 


7, It was the Love of } 
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3. The ſtrength and activity of Chriſt's | 
love to you doth ſhew it ſelf in what he 
will do for you. 1, He will keep you in 
his hand that none ſhall pluck you thence, 
Foh. 10. 28. They ſhall never periſh, neither 
ſhall any man pluck, them out of my hana. 
Becauſe you are received into the arms .of 
his love, therefore you ſhall be kept by 


| the hand of his power, and therefore you: 


{hall never either finally or totally fall away.. 
2, Chriſt will make. all things work toge- 
ther for your good, Rom. 8. 28. And we | 
know that all things work, together for good: 
to them that love God. Chriſt hath an en- 


| deared love to all you that love God, your 


love being the fruit of his; and when Men: 
and Devils conſpire together to do you 
milchief, Chriſts love will turn it unto- 
your ſpiritual advantage. 3. Chriſt will 
{tand by you in trouble: and at death, 7oh.- 
14.18. I will not leave you comfortleſs, I 
will come unto you. When affliction doth. 
arite, eſpecially if it be- for his fake, and. 
you are bereaved of all outward Comforts, 


_ Chriſt will not leave'you comfortleſs; when. © | 


friends fail, and fleſh fails, and Hear: fails, , 
yea and life fails, Chriſt will nor fail, bur 
will ſtand by and ſtrengthen you, and be a: 
light to you in your darkeſt hours, a ſtay 
to your Spirits when:they are ready to = 
| with 
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within you. 4. Aﬀeer death Chriſt will ' 


take care of your Souls, he will not ſuffer 
them to wander they know not whither, 
he will not ſuffer the Devil to ſeize on them 


as his prey, but he will ſend his Angels to- 


eonduct and convey them into the heavenly 
paradiſe, that where he is there they may 
be.aWo : Lk. 16.22. And it came to. paſs 
that the Beggar died, and was carryed by the 
Angels into Abrahams boſom. 2 Cor. 5. 8. 
We are confident, 1 ſay, and willing rather 
ta be abſent from the body, and preſent with 
the Lord. 5. Chrift will raiſe up your Bo- 
dies. at the laſt day ; if. your Bodies ſhould 
be- conſumed by Fire, or drowned in the 
Water, or rot in the Earth, whatever be- 
eometh of them, the Lord Jeſus at his ſe- 
cond glorious. appearance will. find them, 
and raiſe them, and transform them into 
the likeneſs of his moſt glorious body. 
Teh. 6. 40. And. this is the Fathers will 
which hath ſent me, that every, one which 
ſeeth the Son and believeth on him, may have 
Everlaſting Life;, and I will raiſe him up 


at. the. laſt day.. Phillip. 3..20, 21. For our| 


Canverſation 1s in Heaven, from whence we 
Jack for the Sawvionr,, the Lord Feſus Chriſt ; 


who ſhall change onr vile Body, that it. may. be} 
L- 
willlſend forth his Angels, to gather you in- | 

| ol 


faſhioned like unto his glorious Body. 6. Chriſt 
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! to the ſociety of the Elect that have lived 


1n all Ages and all Parts of the World, and 
to convey you into his preſence, to meet 
him in the Air, when he cometh to Judge 
the World. Mar. 24.31. Andheſhall ſend 
his Angels with a great ſound of a 1rumpet, 
and they ſhall gather tagether his Ele from 
the four Winds, from one end of Heaven un- 
to the other. 1 Thel. 4. 16, 17. For the Lord 
himſelf ſhall deſcend from Heauen with 4 


' (hout,, with the worce of the Archangel, and 


with the trump of God, and the dead in 
Chriſt ſhall rsſe firſt ;, then we which are alive 
and remain (hall be caught up together with 


' them in the Clouds, to meet the Lord in the 


Air. 7. Chriſt will own.you, and crown 
you, and admit you into the Kingdom of 
Heaven, which he hath prepared for you. 
at. 25. 34. Then fhall the King ſay unto 
them on his right hand, Come ye Bleſſed of my 
Father, eaherit the Kingdom prepared for 
you from the Fonnaation of, the World. Here 
is ſtrong and active love indeed! and ſhall 
not the conſideration of this love of Chriſc 
raiſe and heighten yourlove unto him ? ſhall 
it not provoke and excite you unto. activity 
of love, unto the lively and moſt vigorous 
exercile thereof ? hath Chriſt united him- 


. felf ro your nature; and ſhall not your 


Hearts be united to. his perſon ? hath he 
julfil- 
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fulfilled all Righteouſnels for you ; and will | 


not you fulfill tis command of Love ? hath 
he endured ſuch temptarions, contradicti- 
ons and ſufferings upon your account, and 
given himſelf to dye for you; and will not 
you give your Hearts unto him ? hath he 
riſen from the dead, and aſcended into 
Heaven for you; and will not your Aﬀe: 
ctions ariſe from the Earth and aſcend in- 
to Heaven, where Jeins Chriſt is? Doth 
he plead in Heaven with the Father for 
you ; and willnot you hearken to his plead- 
ings, by his Word and Spirit with you for 
your love? is he-preparing a glorious Man: 
fion for you in his Fathers houſe ; and will 
not you prepare a place for him, and enter- 
tain him in the inner room of your chiefeſt 
Aﬀections ? doth and will he keep you in 
his hand; and will not you embrace him 
in your boſoms? will he make all things. 


work. together for your good; and will 


not your AﬀeCttions work towards him ? 
will he ſtand by you in trouble and at Death; 
and will not this put life into your love? will 
he ſend his Angels to convey your {onls in- 
to his pretence, when ſeparated from our 
Bodies ; and ſhall not your Hearts pet ro 
him and lodge with him before ? will he 
raiſe up your Bodies at the laſt day-; and 


will not the hopes of this raife up your Af- | 
fetions ?: | 


: 
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| fections ? ſhall you be caught up in the clouds 


to meet the Lord in the Air, and will Chriſt 
there own and crown you ; and vill not the 
believing fore-thoughts of this raviſh your 
Hearts with love to Chriſt, and tranſport 
you with unſpeakable joy ? the ſtrength of 
Chriſt's love to you methinks ſhould engage 
your love for him, not only in the Truth 
of it, but alſo in the ſtrength of it. 


- 4. Conſider, that Chriſt loveth you with 
the ſareſt love. Some Friends may love 
you a while with fome kind of itrength and 
ardeney, but ſuch differences may arile be- 
tween you, as ſhall ſoon weaken and cool 
their love, and of Friends they ſhall prove 
ſtrangers, yea become Enemies unto you : 


' or if their love doth abide, it is not lure, 


becaule they may not abide ; if their Love 
dye not whilſt they live, they may ſoon 
dye, and 'then their love is at an end: but 
the love of the Lord Jetus Chriſt nnto you, 
1s the moſt ſure love: if he begin to love 
you, he will continue to love you ; if he love 
you once, he will love you to the end, or ra- 
ther without end ; the love of Chriſt is not 
tubject to mutations and changes like unto. 
ours; if you flag in your love, he will not fail 
in his love, atid though you offend him, he 
is not irreconcileablez he may indeed up- 

+ an: 
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on unkindneſs on your ſide withdraw the } 


manifeſtations of his love for a while, but 
he will never wholly remove hislove from 
you, the love of Chriſt admits of no chang- 


ing, knowsno ending. Chriſtians, what 


motives can you find in any perfon, or any 
thing in the world which you have ſeen, 


comparable to thoſe which you have in this 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, though you have never 
ſeen him? Heis a Perſon moſt amiable in 
himſelf, his Greatneſs, his Holineſs, his 


Wiſdom, his Faithfulneſs, his Fulnels, his. 
Kindneſs, do make him ſhine with an admi- 


rable luſtre; his Relation to the Father, 
and the love which the Father doth bear to. 
him; his Relation unto you, being your 
Shepherd, your Captain, your Teacher,, 
your Advocate, your Soveraign, your Be- 
nefactor, your Brother, your Husband, 
your Redeemer, all theſe do commend him 
to your love; but when matchleſs beauty 
and lovelineſs do meet in a perſon that doth 
bear matchleis love to you, when this.moſt 
amiable Lord Jetfus doth love you with ſuch 
a free love, tuch a cordial. love, ſuch a 
ftrons and active love, ſuck a ſure and con- 
ſtant love; when his love is incomparable, 
ſurpaſſing all other love, and incomprehtenſlt- 
ble, furpaſling all knowledge :. O with what 
activity, ardour and conſtancy, ſhould you 
loye ſo ſuitable an object! SECT.. 


—————— 
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| youout of darkneſs into his marvellous light, 


> Hart third ſort of motives to excite your 
| love unto Chriſt, may be drawn from 


| the conſideration of Chrifts Benefits. If you 


are true Chriſtians, you have, 1. Spiritual - 
Light from Chriſt. 2. Spiritual Life from 
him. 3. The Pardon of fin from him. 
4. The Robes of Righteoulnels from him. 
5- The Peace of Conſcience from him. 
6. The Joyes of the Holy Ghoft from him. 
7. The Riches of Grace from him. 8. The 
Dignity of Children from him. 9g. The 
Spitir of Prayer from him. 10. Title to 
the Kingdom of Heaven, with the firſt 
Fruits and fore-taſtes of it-from him here, 
and ſhall be put into the poſſeſſion of it by 
him hereafter. 

1. You have Spiritual light from Chriſt ; 
Chriſt is the Sun from whom all the beams 
of this light do come: time was when you 
were not only in the dark, but darkneſs; 
but Jeſus Chriſt did enlighten you. Eph. 5. 
8. For ye were ſometimes darkneſs, but now 
are ye light in the Lord; walk as Children 


\ of the light - 1t is Chriſt that hath turned you 


from darkneſs to light, that hath tranſlated 


he 
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he hath cauſed a marvellous light to ſhine 
into your minds, whereby he hath diſcove- 
red to you the wonderful things of the 


We re 
the de: 
dayes, 


Law, that thereby you might diicern the 
odious nature of Sin ; and whereby he hath 
dilcovered to you the wonderful myſterie 
of the Goſpel, that thereby 'you might dil. 
cern the excellency of Goſpel-priviledgzs, 
and the exceeding Riches of Gods Gract 
and Kindeſs through Jeſus Chriſt. Chriſt 
hath opened your Eyes to ſee the chiefeſ 
evil, thar you might be delivered from it; 
and the chiefeft good and happineſs that 
you might attajn unto it. And doth nd 
this light which you have from Chrift cal 
for. your love ? If the man that was both 
blind, and was cured of his natural dark 
neſs by Chriſt, did love Chriſt: for this fu 
vour, fo as boldly to plead for him” before 
the Phariſees, though he were for it cafl 
out of the Synagogues, as you may read in 
John 9. How much more reaſon have yol 
to love Chriſt, who hath cured you of yout 
Spiritual darkneſs; which had it continu- 
ed, you would have gone blindfold to Hell, 
where thereis blackneſs ofdarknels for ever! 

2. You have Spiritual life from Chriſt; 
you were Spiritually dead, and Chriſt hath 
quickned you ; Eph. 2. 1. You hath he 
_ quickrcad who were dead in ſms and AR os 
We 
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ine) We read that Chriſt raiſed Zazarns from 
Jthe dead after he had been buried four 
dayes, Fohn 11. Lazarus did love Chriſt 
before, but no doubt this Reſurrection of 
him ſo wonderfully, did endear his love to 
Chriſt exceedingly ; and ſhall not Chriſts 
if} raifing you up from your Spiritual death, 
raite your Hearts unto a grear height of love 
{to Chriſt ! you will greatly love one that is 
inſtrumental to ſave your natural life, when 
in great hazard and danger, eſpecially if 
ig he ſhould do it by venturing his own, and 
tf will you not greatly love Chriſt who hath 
given you Spiritual life, which is far more 
excellent than the life of Nature ; and when 


tf tie dyed that you might live, and when if 


if you had not received this Spiritual life from 
| him, you could not have eſcaped eternal 
Death ? | 

| - 3, You have the pardon of fin from 
Chriſt ; this Chriſt hath purchaſed for you, 
and the purchaſe hath coſt him dear, even 
his blood, which was of more worth than 
:}-the treaſures, were there io many, of ten 
thouſand worlds : this Chriſt hath ſued our 
for you by his interceſſion at the right hand 
of God. Whilſt you were under the guilt 
of fin, you were bound over by the Jultice 
| of God to ſuffer the vengeance of Eternal 
Fire; but being'pardoned, your obligation 

| ro 
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are no more lyable to wrath to come, and| 
the vengeance of Hell, than if you had ne 
ver {inn'd. And will you not love the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who hath procured for you 
{o greata priviledge 2 We read of one that 
had much forgiven her, and ſhe loved 
much, Lak. 7. 47. and have not you had 
much forgiven ? have not your fins been 
very numerous, and very heinous ? and 


to future puniſhments is taken off, and you! 


hath 
Souls, 
Robe: 
teoutr 


F- 
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ture 
Phil. 
know 
peace 
they 


hath Chriſt obtained the pardon of them all; 
and will not you love Chriſt much ? 

4. You havethe Robes of Righteouſneſs 
from Chriſt : you are born naked of Ori 
ginal Righteouſneſs, and you could not 
work out any actual Righteouſneſs for your 
ſelves that might cover your nakednels, 
whatever you wrought your ſelves it was 
rags that could not cover you, and it was 
filthy rags which did pollute and defile you, 
_ Chriſt hath given you the Robes of his per: 
fe Righteouſneſs to cover and adorn you 
withall, 'and therein yon are accepted as 
perfectly Righteous in the fight of God. 
O how ſhould we love the Lord Jeſus for 
this Garment; if your Bodies were naked 
and one fhould give you cloaths to-cover 
you, eſpecially if they were rich cloaths, 
you would- love ſuch a perſon ; and will 


you not love the Lord Jeſus Chrift _ 
at 
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| hath given you a garment to cover your 
| Souls, and that a very rich one, even the 
| Robes of his moſt pure and unſpotted Righ- 


teoutneſs, which by Faith is pur upon you ? 
5. You have peace of Conſcience from 
Chriſt ; This is that peace which the Scrip- 
ture telleth us paſſerh all underſtanding , 
Phil. 4. 7. It paſſeth all underſtanding to 
know the worth of it; ſuch as have this 
peace would not leave it upon any account, 
they would part with Eſtate, or Liberty, 
or Life, racher than part with their peace z 


| and thoſe which have it not, but now do 


ſlight and neglect it, yet if they be awaken- 


.ed by the ſides of the Grave, and when 


they are come to the confines of Eternity, 
then they would value this peace, and 
would give all the world ( were it at their 
dipole) for it. This Jewel of peace you 
have from Jeſus Chriſt, he hath purchaſed 
it for you, the chaſtiſement of your peace 
was upon him, and he hath promiſed and 
bequeathed it in his laſt will and Teſtament 
unto you ; Fob 14.27. My Peace I leave 
With you, my Peace I give unto you. In his 
reconciling you unto God, he hath laid a 
Foundation for this peace in all you that are 
true believers ;. and if he have moreover 
ipoken peace to you, in giving you well- 
grounded evidences of 'yuur Reconciliati- 
en; 
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on; if after raiſing a Storm, he hath ſen 


a calm into your Spirits, and given a ſweey © 


ſerenity unto you in the teſtimony of hi 
Jpirit to and with your ipirits, that you 
peace 1s made with God, O how ſhouk 
this draw forth your love to Chriſt ! 
6. You havethe Joyes of the Holy Ghol 
from Chriſt. We read of the Theſſalom 
aus, that they received the Word in mui 
Afiittion, with Foy of the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Theſ 
1.6. Such are thoſe Joyes ipoken of in the 
Text, which are nſpeakable and full of Gl 
ry. 
tual, which are of a higher nature an 
{weeter reliſh, that have a higher objed, 
and are the beginnings of Ecernzl Joyes; 
if you have theſe joyes in any meaſure, you 
have them from Chriſt ; he ſends the Hoh 
Ghoſt from Heaven to be your Comforte, 
to fill your Hearts with Spiritual joyes, and 
ſhail not your hearts then be filled wit! 
love to the Lord Jeſus who 1s the Autha 
of them ? 
7. You have the riches of Grace from 
Chriſt: if any of you were poor and read 
to ſtarve with hunger and cold, and a rid 
man ſhould give or ſend to you a cheſt ful 
of Goldand Silver, ora Cabinetfull of Jew 
els worth many thouland pounds ; woull 
you not love ſluch a BenefaCtor ? the Lov 
Jelus 


Thele are not Carnal joyes but Spirif 
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h fl Jeſus hath given you the riches of Grace, 
{ves} (he leaſt meaſure of which is really of more 
of hi} worth than the vaſteſt treaſures.of Gold, 
you Silver and precious Stones, that ever was 
hou} gathered together and heaped up by the 
| moſt wealthy man that ever lived upon 
hoſl) the face of the Earth; and will you nor 
love Jetus Chriſt who hath given you theſe 
ineſtimable riches ? 
8. You have the Dignity of Childre 
from Chriſt; 1 Fohn 3. 1. Behold what 
manner of Love the Father hath beſtowed 
upon us, that we ſhould be called the Sons of 
God! This priviledge of Adoption is be- 
ſtowed upon you, not only by the Father, 
but alſo by the Son; Fohn 1. 12. But as - 
many as received him, to them gave he Pow- 
er to become the Sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name, Weread of ſome 
raited from the duſt, and lifred up from 
ihe dunghill co fit with Princes, Pſal. 113.7, 
8. It isa far higher advancement to be lifred 
up from the dunghill of fin, and of ſlaves 
to luſts, and Children of the Devil, to be 
made the Sons and Daughters of the Lord 
Almighty. This honour have all the Saints, 
and ir is-Jeſus Chriſt who hath conferred 
this honour upon you; and will not this en- 
| dear your love to Chriſt ? 
8. You have the Spirit of Prayer from 
Chriſt ; 
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Chriſt; being Sons, the Spirit of the Son'i 


. and | 
ſent down into your Hearts, whereby yo Jud 
are enabled to lay Abba Father, Gal, 4. 6] — if 
through Chriſt you have acceis unto God by PT, 
e1e Spirit, Eph. 2. 18.It is the Spirit of Chriſt] co. 
which helperh your infirmities in Prayer 
that formeth your Petitions, that enable |. 
you to Pray with Faith and Life, and Fer. olori 
vour. Through Chriſt you have free Ad ? | 
mirtance to the Throne of Grace, through No 
Chriſt you have Aſſhirance by his Spiritt , 
Pray in prayer; through Chriſt you hav 
Audience, and gracious returnsz O hoyſ p.., 
are you beholden unto Chritr! and hoy 1... 
ſhould you love him ! : 5 WM 

10. You have a Title to the Kingdonf 1 . 
of Heaven from Chriſt. Through Chril} (i 
you are Children, and through Chrilt you} + 
are Heirs. Tt is Chriſt that gives the firl} ; 1 
Fruits of the Heavenly Canaan, the earneſt} 
of the fature Treaſure and Inheritance whict ary { 
ke hath promiſed, and the foretaſtes ſome ,.. 
times of thoſe Soul-raviſhing Plea:urgf f,..4 
which the Saints ſhall have in Fulnels, and ha 
to Eternity, , when they are received up in-J 
to Glory. And it is Chri't that hereafrery Perce 
will give Poſſeſſion unto you, of the King | wg. 
dom of Heaven. Art the Day of his glott | More 
ous appearance, after he hath owned yolf' j 1. 
before the whole World of Angelsand yy Win 
an 
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l and honoured you to be his Aſeſſors in his 


Judging and condemning the Wicked ; he 
will receive you with Acclamations of Joy 
and Triumph, into the Glorious Palace of the 
New Jeru/alcx:, where you ſhall have the 
Beatifical Viſion and Fruition of the glort- 
ous Jchovah, and be made partakers of tuch 
glorious Felicity as hath not now entred 
into your Hearts ro conceive. And will 
not the Conſideration of all this ſet your 
hearts on fire with love to Chriſt ? Chri- 
ſtians, is there any Perſon like to Chriſt's 
Perſon ? is there any love like to Chriſt's 
love ? are there any Benefits like to Chriſt's 
benefits ? No, no, he is imcomparable in 
all ; methinks then you ſhould by this time 
feel your love to Chriſt like Fire to burn 
within with a vehement flame: or me- 
thinks your love to Chriſt ſhould be like 
water, I mean the waters of the Sanctu- 
ary ſpoken of Ezch.47. 3, 4, 5: which at 
entrance were bur to the Ankles, a little ' 
further were up to the Loyns, a little fur- 
ther a deep River over the head, where a 
man might ſwim; methinks you ſhould 
perceive an encreaſing of your love under 
theſe various motives z if your love were 
more ſhallow at firſt, methinks by this time 


ſhould have got tome depth; whien tach 


Winds do blow, the waters ſhould flow 
and 


" 
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and overflow, methinks your love to Chriſt 
ſhould be raiſed unto a high tide, and run 
with a ſtrong Stream. Thus for the mo- 
tives drawnfrom the conſideration of Chriſts 
Benefits, ail which are ſo many Orators 
for your love. 


IF 6 WE» ©. 


He fourth and laſt ſort of Motives to ex: 
cite your love to Chriſt, may be drawn 


from the conſideration of that love which | 


Chriſtians have, or ſhould have unto him; 
and here conſider, 1. The Duty. 2. The 
Priviledge. 3. The Honour. 4. The Wil: 
dom. 5. The Excellency. 6. The Necel 
ſity. 7. The Uſefulneſs. 8. The Delight ] 
fulneſs. 9. The Attainableneſs of this love 
to Jeſus Chriſt. 


1. Conſider, it is your Duty to Tov 
Chriſt; if it be your Duty to have a Na 


tural affection unto Parents and Children, it | 
is much more your Duty to have {piritnal } 


affections unto Chriſt ; If it be your duty to 


have conjugal affection unto your Earthly | 
Husband and Wife; it is a greater duty t0 q 
have conjugal love unto this your heaven 
Iy Husband. If it be your Duty to love | 
Brethren, 


| Brethren, Siſters and Kindred, that love 
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you, it is a greater Duty to love Jelus 
Chriſt, who loves you above all Relations 3 
if it be your Duty to love your Enemies, 


itis much more your Duty to love Chriſt 


who is your beſt Friend. Iris the will of 
yonr Heavenly Father that you ſhould love 
Chriſt ; the Devil would have you hate . 
him, but God would have you luve him, 
and whether it be moſt reaſon that you 
ſhould obey the Will of God or the Wall 
of the Devil, judge ye. Ir is the Will of 
Clift that you ſhould love him ; the will 
of the fleſh 1s againſt this love, bur whole 
will ought you to comply withall ? you are 
not Debtors to the Fleſh that you ſhould 
obey icr's commands, neither are you Deb- 
tors to any Creatures to give them your 
choiceſt affections, bur you are debtors un- 
to Chriſt to give him your chief love : Chriſt 
hath moſt right to your love, and will you 
not give to Chriſt his due? if you are bound 
to give men their due, are you not” much 


more bound to give unto Chriſt his due ? 
_ Chriſts due is your beſt, and have you any 


thing better than your Hearts to prefent 
him withall ? will Chriſt accept of any thing 
at your hands, ſhould you withhold from 
him your Hearts ?. had you thouſands of 
Rams, and ten thouſand Rivers of Oyl to 
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the Earth at your diſpoſe, and ſhould lay 
it down all at his feet, it would be all light: 
ed and diſregarded by him, if you give 
away your Hearts from him. 

2, Conſider, it is your Priviledge thir] 
you may love Chriſt, that Chriſt will give 


you leave to do it, and kindly accept of | 


your Love. Should Beggars fall in love 


with Princes in order to the Marriage Uni- I 


offer to him, had you all the Treaſures of | 


on, both their Perſons and Love would be 
rejected with ſcorn, anger and dildain ;. 


There is a far greater diſtance between you'Þ\ 


and Jeſus Chriſt, than there is between the 
higheſt Prince and the meaneſt Beggar; 


and yet the Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth give | 


you leave to love him with a Spiritually con- 
jugal love, in order to the neareſt Spiritual 
Union and Conjunction; and notwithſtand- 


10s his greatneſs and your meanneſs, he is | 
p 


not aſhamed to give entertainment unto 
your -Love; although you are ſo mean as 
Creatures, and have been {o vile as Sinners, 
yet he doth not icorn and diſdain you, but 
both Perſons and Love may find ready ac- 
ceptance with him. It 1s your duty to love 
Chriſt becaule he commands you, and tt 1s 
your Priviledge that you may love Chriit 
becaule he allows you to do it, 

3. Conſi- 
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3. Conſider, it is your Honour to Love 
Chriſt. The real Honour of any is not the 
Noble Blood which runs in thetr veins, the 
high lineage from whence they are deſcend- 
ed, the great Titles with which they are 
Inveſted, or the moſt eminent Earthly dig- 
nicies unto which they are advanced: Ihe 
Heathen could lay, Er Geaus © Proaves, 
& que non fecimus ipſs vix ea noftra wvoco 5 


_ our Stock and noble Anceſtors, and what 


we have not done or delerved our ſelves, 
we can hardly call our own. And Yrrus 


ſola & nrica Nobilitas : Vertine 1s the only 
F-true Nobility. And the Scripture telieth 


us, that the wvileſt Men are exalted, Plal. 12-- 
8. and that the moſt high ruleth in the King- 
dom of Men, and giveth it to whomſoever he 
will, and fetteth up over it the baſeſt of Men, 
Dan. 4.17. Princes and Nobles by their 
Vices and Wickedneſlſes may render them- 
ſelves more vile than the Earth under their 
Feet, more baſe than the mirein the Streets, 
The Word of God accounteth only them 
to be truly Honourable, that are truly gra- 
cious; and this Grace of Love to Jeſus 
Chriſt doth put a great honour and luſtre 
upon all thoſe that have it. There is no 
greater and higher object for your love than 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, a perſon of fo great 
eminency and excellency :. the Love of Chriſt 

E 3. - doth 
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doth ennoble the Heart, and none in the 
world have {uch truely great and generous 
Souls, as thoſe who have the greateſt love 
to him: According to the Spirit, ſo is the 
Mean, either, baſe or honourable; and ac- 


cording to the chief love, to is the Spirit; | 


if your Hearts do chiefly love any inferi- 
our things, as all ſublunary things are, 
hereby you are debated and diſhonoured; 
if your Heart chiefly love Chriſt, who is a 
Supertor good and fuperlatively amiable, 
hereby you are dignified and become truly 
honourable, We read of Hope (that is 
the Grace of Hope ) that it makerh not a- 
ſhamed, Rom.5.5. And the ſame may be 
{aid of this Grace of Love to Jeſus Chriſt, 
it maketh not aſhamed. The moſt in the 
World do love thoſe things which one time 
cr other will make them aſhamed; the 
covetous will be afhamed of their love of 
Riches, and the voluptuous will be aſhamed 
of their Love of pleaſures, and the Ambt- 
tious wil be aſhamed of their love of Ho- 


nours; difappointment of Happineſs and ' 


true contentment will make all afthamed 
of their inordinate Creature-love, eſpect- 
ally when they: come to reap the bitter 
Fruit of their Sin in their Everlaſting pu- 
niſhmenr. Pom. 16. 21. What Frmt had 


you then in thoſe things whereof you are now 


aſhamed, 


——_— 
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aſhamed, for the end of thoſe things 1s Death. 
But the love of Chriſt maketh not aſhamed, 
ic is no matter of diſhonour, and therefore 
neicher is nor will be matter of ſhame for 
any to love Jeius Chrift with the greateſt 
Strength and Ardency : if the wicked do 
delpile and ſcorn Gods people, upon the 
account of this love, their ſcorns are their 


; | real Glory, as on the contrary their eſteem 


of any upon the accoant of fin, is a real 
{ſhame and diſhonour. 


4; Conſider, it is your Wiſdom to love: 
Chriſt, Dent. 4.6. Keep therefore and do 
them, for this 1s your IViſdom and Under 
ſtanding in the ſight of the Nations, which 
fall bear theſe Statutes, and ſay, Surely this 
great Nation is a Wiſe and Underſt anding 
People. None have ſuch Wiſdom and Un- 
derſtanding as thoſe who have and keep this 
Sratute and Commandment to love the Lord 
Jelus Chriſt: Pſal. 111. 10. The fear of the 
Lord is the beginnings of Wiſdom, a good 
Underſtanding have all they that do his Com- 
mandments. The fear of the Lord and the 
love of Chriſt are alwayes in conjunction, 
or rather the former doth include the latter ;. 
this is the beginniug and chief part of Wit- 
dom, and thoſe have the greateſt Under- 
ſtandings, who have the ſtrongeſt Aﬀecti- 

4 ORs. 
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ons to the Lord Jefus Chriſt, The love of 
Chriſt is the moſt reaſonable, and therefore 
the moſt wile love. Thar love is moſt 
reaſonable, which is chiefly carryed forth 
towards that object which is moſt ſuitable 


and really moſt amiable; none ſo ſuitable | 


and amiable an object as the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as appears in what hath been alrea- 
dy ſaid concerning Chriſts Perſon, Chriſts 
Love, and Chrilts Benefits. Such as love 
other perſons or things with a chief love, 
they aremiſtaken in the objects of their love, 
.they apprehend more excetlency and deſire- 
ableneſs in them, chan really 1s in them, and 
io their love is a fooliſh love and unrealon- 
able, there being nothing really worthy of 
it, nothing really amiable in the chief place 
beneath and beſides Chriſt. Such as make 
choice of Chriſt for the object of their chief 
love, they make the wileſt choice, there 
are really thoſe excellencies in him which 
they apprehend, and beyond what they can 
poſhbly apprehend and conceive. They 


arefoolsthatareſlow of Heart to love Chriſt, | 


and they are moſt wiſe that are molt for- 
ward unto this love. Itts your Wiſdom to 
love Chriſt chiefly, and to love Chriſt ar- 
dently, ſuch Wiidom as will make your 
faces thine in the Eyes of good men, and 
which will pur a luſtre upon your T_T 
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| the Eyes of God: TIrue Wiſdom doth not 


conſiſt in the invention of curious and quaint 
Notions, in the framing ſound and rational 
Deductions, in uttering the {ence of the 
mi::d in neat and florid Expreſſions ; but 
the cnief Wiidom doth lie in the right pla- 
cing of the Aﬀections, and none have at- 
rained io high a pitch of true Spiritual Wil-- 


| dom, as thoſe that have attained the high- 


eft 5itch of love to Jeſus Chriſt, It 1s mat- 
ter of great worider, when there 1s the: 
oreateſt realon and the ſtrongeſt arguments: 


for the love of Chriſt, that Men of the 


oreateit parts and learning, who have heard. 
of Chriſt, do not readily fall in love with 
him,. and attain higher degrees of this love, 
than others of a more inferior capacity :. 
But the Scripture muſt be fulfilled, A7ar. 
11.25. Tthankthee,O Father, Lord of Hea- 
ven and Eirth, becauſe thow haſt hid theſe 
things from the wiſe and prudent, and reveal- 
ed them unto babes. Such of you: as are but 
Babes in worldly Wiſdom and humane 
Learning, as have but mean natural parts, 
and no improvement by education, yet if: 
you love the Lord Jeſus Chriit above all per- 
lons and things in the World, you are fir 
more Wile than the greateſt Scholars that 
are without this love. 
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5. Confidertheexceliency of this Love un- 
to Jeius Chriſt; as the Knowledge of Chriſt 
15s the molexcellent Rnowledge, Phil. 3.8. 
Yea acubtleſs I count all things but loſs, for 
the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt Fe- 
ſas my Lord : So the Love of Chriſt 1s the 
molt excellent love. It is a love of the 


moſt excellent object,the Lord Jeſus whoj 
{o excellent; it'is a love of the moſt excel. 
lent original, it cometh down from Hex 
ven, tt is wrought by the Spirit of God; 
itisa love that renders them moſt excellent 
that have it. The wicked that are with: 
outthis love, are likedroſs; the Righteous 


that haveit,arelike Gold; the Wicked that 


hate Chriſt, areſike dirt; the Righteon; 
that love him,are like Jewels ; other love 
do darken and defile, the love of Chrif 
goth brighten the Spirit, and renders Mer 
rruly illuſtrious, and tne excellent of. the 
Eaitin, 


6. Confider the NeceT.ty of this Lowe 
unto Jefus Chrilt. | 


1. The love of Chriſt is univerſally ne]. 


ccflary : ſome of you have need to do thi 
thing, and others of you have need to 
that; bur all of you have the greateſt need} 
to love Chriſt : lome of you have need ol 
this Friend, aid tolove him, that you mal 

cep 
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| keep 1m, and others of you have need of 


another Friend ; one Friend cannat ſerve 
the neceſſities of all; bur all of you have 
need of Chriſt for your Friend: he is the 
only Friend that can lerve all your neceſſt- 
ties, and you have need to love him above - 
all Friends; it is neceflary that you who are 
poor ſhould love Chriſt, who have but few 
or no Friends; and it 1s neceſſary that .you 
who are rich ſhould love Chriſt, who have: 
many Friends ; Chriſt being a Friend 11- 
ſtead of all ro them that have none, and bet-. 
ter than all to chem that have the molt. 


2. The love of Chriſt is abſolutely and in- 
diſpenlibly neceffary : it isnorneceffary that 
you ſhould climb up intoa high feat ofdignt- 
ty and honour ; but it is abſolutely neceſſary: 
that your affections ſhould climb up and al- 
c-nd ro Te'us Chriſt who is above ; it 15 not: 
neceſſary that you ſhovld abound in wealth, 
thar you ſhould have full bags, and full cof- 
fers, and much riches in your houſes, but: 
it 1s ablolutely neceſſary that you ſhould. 


. have the Riches of this Grace of love to Je- 


fus Chriſt in your Hearts. Food is not fo 
neceſſary #0 latisfie your hunger, cloaths 
are nor fo necetlary ro cover your naked- 
nets, houles are not {o necellary ro ſhelter 
you from the injury of the Weathez; the 

moſt. 


102 The True Chriſtians Love 


moft needful thing is not ſo neceſlary to 
your bodies, as this love to Jeſus Chriſt is 
neceflary to your Souls. You may be poor 
and in the loweſt condition here on Earth, 
and. yet be truly happy whilſt you live, 
and Eterrally happy in the other world, if 
you have this love to Jetus Chriſt ; but 
without this love, whatever your Riches, 
and Honours, and Friends, your Earthly 
delights and enjoy ments be, though never 
io. deſirable, never fo. plentiful, yer you 
are milarable, and [hall be miterable. You 
may love other Perſons and Things in the 
world jubordinately, but you muſt love Je- 
{ts Chriſt chiefly, otherwiſe you are under 
the curſe both of the Law and Gotpel, and 
Fou cannot eſcape the vengeance of Hell. 


7, Conſider the Ulefulnets of this Love 
unto jeius Chriſt. 

i. The love of Chrift 1s uſeful in Pro- 
{periry, to. ballaſt the Heart, that it be not 
 overier with the fall gales of a. fiourifhing 
condition: it is of uſe to moderate the affe- 


Aigns to lawſul things; and ir is of uſe to. 


keep the Heart from unlawful and finful 


loves, if Chzift have nat your Hearts, ſome ' 


| bale and foolith laſts will have them, which 
will wound your Con{ciences with guilt, 
and pierce your. Hearts thorow with niany 
lorrows. 2s £6 


— 
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2. The love of Chriſt is uſeful in Adver- 
ity, to bear up the Heart from ſinking and. 
being overwhelmed with the Winds and 
Waves of trouble and affliction; itis of uſe 
to eſtabliſh the Heart from being extraordi- 
narily moved in the moit Stormy times: 
not only Faith but Love too is of a fixing na- 
ture, to-keep from amazing fears of evil ti- 
dings. and the preateſt perils ; and of a.- 
ſtrengthning Nature, to {tay and {upport the. 
Spirit,. and keep off: preſſing griets and de- 


-fpondencies, in the darkeſt and moſt dole- | 


ful dayes. 


3: The love of Chriſt is uſeful to quicken 
and excite unto duty, this makes the yoak 
of Chriſt eaſie, and will enable you to draw; 
chearfully rherein ; this makes the burden. 
of duty ( fo accounted. by the moſt, ) tb be 
no burden ineſteem; if you have mucn love 
unto Chriit you will account duty to be your 
priviiedge,, and the Service of Chriſt ro be 
freedom, and none of his commands will be 
grievous, but all of them joyous unto you 3 
if you have much love unto Chriſt, your 
Hearts will. be enflamed hereby with zeal 
for your Matters Glory, and you will ne? 
ver think ou can do roo much for him. 


4. The love of Chriſt is uſeful to arm 
you. 
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 felrthe fire of love to Chrilt burning ſtrong- 
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you againſt Temptations. If Faith be 7 


Shield, Love to Chriſt is a Breaſt-plate a 


gainſt the ſharpeſt Darts which the Devi 
can throw at you ; love to Chriſt doth gar. 
riton your Hearts againſt this Enemy, and 
is a ſtrong defence againſt any overture 
which the Devil may make in his Temprati: 
ons to'draw you to fin: how can I do this 


evil and offend my dear Lord, will be th ; 


anſwer of love to repell temptations to fin, 
whatever alluring profters they be accom. 


. panied withal. 'Temprations will have no 


no force to prevail over you, if chis love 
of Chriſt be ſtrong within you. 


5. The love of Chriſt 5s uſeful to fit you 


for the cro{s,andthe greateſt ſufferings whichl 


'/0u may becalled unto for the lake of Chriſt, 


f you have great love to Chriſt, you will 


be ready to tufler for Chriſt with patience 
and with chearfulne!s; the heaviet croſs 
will teen light, diſgrace and ſhame will be 
accounted honour, loſſes will be eſteemed 
gains, pains plealures, or at leaſt privi- 
ledges: Pritons will teem Palaces, and death 
will be accounted life, O how have ſome 
ran to the ſtoke,and embraced the Flames 0 
Fire kindled to burn them, when they have 


ly within them ! Thus this love is uſeful in 
Life. 6. The 
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ro5 
h be 4. 6. The love of Chriſt is uſeful at Death. 


This love in its ſtrength will pur a beauty 
upon the a{pect of death, which teems fo 
Frim and terrible unto the moſt. If you 
have much love to Chriſt, you will look up- 
on death as Chriſts meſſenger, lent for you 
to brins you out of the dark Priton of the 
World and the Body, and to convey you 

into the Manfions of Glory, where your 
dear Lord is, and you will not be unwilling 
to leave the World that you may live wich 
Chriſt. 


8, Conſider the ſweetneſs of chis love un- 
to Chriſt, If there be {weernels in the love 
of the Members, there 1s much more {weet- 
nels in the love of the tread; if there be de- 
light and comfort in the love of Chriſts dil- 
ciples for their Maſters fake, there is much 
more delight and comfort in the love of 
Chriſt himtelfthe Maſter for his own fake; 
the Apoſtle relieth us of comfort in love, 
Phil. 2.1. that is in the love one of another, 
bat the coniolations in the love of Chriſt are 
far exceeding; there areno ſuch lweet m9- 
tions of Heart, as thole of the ſtrong and. 
fervent outgoings of it inits love to Chriſt, 
eſpecially when Chriſt doth draw near and 
manifeſt his love unto the Soul. Chrift 
doth rejoice in. his love unto his Diſciples, 
and' 
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and they may rejoice in their love to him, 


and this joy in the love of Chriſt is a full 


joy: Fohn1s5.11. Theſe things have I ſpoken 
unto you that my joy may remain 1n you, and 
that your joy may be full: In the former 
verſe Chrilt ſpeaketh of his love to. them, 
and here of his joy in them ; they were the 
objects of his joy as they were the objects 
of his love, and according to the meature 
and ſtrength of their love to Chriſt, 1o is 
the fulneis of their joy in Chriſt. Carr. 4. 9. 
Thou haſt rawiſhed my heart, my Siſter my 
Spouſe, rhou haſt raviſhed my Heart with one 
of t!1ne Eyes, with one Chain of thy Neck + 
They are the words of Chriſt the Beloved, 
unto his Spoule the Church, expreiling the 
raviſhing delight which he found in her 
looks of Faith, or glances of Love, and the 
chain of Lraces which ſhe was adoraed with- 
all. How then may your Hearts be ravith- 
ed with un{peakable delignt in looking up- 
on Chriſts moiſt amiable face, and in the fer- 
vent aCtings of your love unto him ? when a 
glance of his Eye; a imile, a beam from his 
countenance, doth enkindle a fire in the 
breaſt, and this fire of love to Chriſt doth 
burn and flame; O how {weet is this flame, 
beyond what tongue. is able to exprels. 


9. Andlaſtly, Conſider the Attainable- 
; neſs: 


# 
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| neſs of this love to Chriſt. Bruits are not 
capable of this love to Chriſt, but you are 
capable : as your minds are capable of 
knowing him, 1ſo your hearts are capable 
of loving him. Others have attained this 
love who were as much without it, and as 
much averle anto it, as any of you may be. 
Here you are capable, hereafcer if you live 
and dye without it, you will be utterly un- 
capable. You havenow the means of Grace, 
and as of other Graces, ſo of this Grace of 
love to Chriſt, in the diligent uſe of the * 
means you may attain thereunto. "Thus 1 
have done with the Motives to excite you 
unto the love of Chritt. 


SECH. AV. 


OY ſecond thing propounded in the Pro- 
ſecution of the nſe of Exhortation, 


yas to give Directions, and the Directions 
will be of two forts. 1. How to attain this 
love to Chriſt. 2. Wherein to ſhow this 
love to Chritt. Firſt, How to attain this 
love to Chriſt, and here I ſhall, 1. Direct 
you how you may attain this love to Chrilt 
in the truth of ir, where you are. wholly 
without it. 2. Dire you how to attain 


much of thisloveto Chriſt, where you have. 
it 
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it but in a low degree and weak meaſure, 
The firſt directions then ſhall be, How you 
that are Graceleſs, and Chriſtleſs, and 
wholly without this love to Chriſt, may at- 
tain this love to Chriff, | 


- x08 


1. If you would attain this love unto Je. 
ſus Chritc whom you have never ſeen, you 
mulr get a thorow per{waſion that there iz 
inch a Perſon as Jeſus Chriſt, and that he is 
ſuch a Perton indeed: as the Scriptures have 
revealed him to be. The realon why Hes 
thens and Infidels are without love ro Chriſt 
is becaule they have never heard of him; 
and the reaſon why many nominal Chriſt- 
ans that have heard of Chrilt are without.love 
to him, is becaule they are not really per- 
{waded that there is or ever was {ach a per- 
ſon as Jeſus Chriſtin the World. If you 
would attain this love, you muſt pive firm 
aſſent to this Truth ( which is the greateſt 
of all, and the very pillar and foundation of 
the whole Chriſtian Religion) that Chriſt 


really is, and thatthe Hiitory of him is no 


cunninply devited Fable. If you have rev 
fon to believe that there was {auch a Perſon 
as Alexander the Great, that there was ſuch 
a perſon as Fulius Ceſar, both which lived 
before Chriits time; you have more reaſon 
to believe that there was and is ſuch a Perſon 
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as Jeſus Chriſt ; you have only Prophane 
hiſtory for the former, but you have Sacred 
hiſtory for the litter ; you have only the 
writings of men to telcifie the one, bur you 
have the word of God in the Holy Scripture 
to teltifie the other. You have as much 
reaſon to believe rhe hiſtory of the Goſpel as 
to believe any other hiſtory, and you have 
more reaſon to believe the hif:ory of the 
Goſpel than to believe any other hiſtory. [ 
ſhall ſuggeſt one reaſon amongſt many that 
might be mentioned. The BHittory of the 
Goſpel was written by unlearned Filhermen, 
and it was believed by as learned men as 
any in the. world, in and near the time cf 
their writing, which belief ſome of them 
fkealed with their blood, which they would 
never have done had they found any reaſon 
to ſuſpect the truth of this hiſtory, which 


(had there been any reaton of 1u{pition ) 


they might eaſily have found out in thoſe 
times, when ſuch a grand Fable as this ( had 1t 
been a Fable) canld not poſſibly have gain- 
edcrediramongtit wile and inquiſitive men z 
eſpecially when it would have been their 
greateſt worldly Intereſt, the preſervation of 
their E{tates and Lives, to have disbelteved 
and diſowned it. If, befide the Apoſiles, all 
the learned Fathers ( whole works are ex- 
tant amongſt us, who lived near che Apo- 
. ltles 
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ſtles times, and ſome of whom ſuffereq 
Martyrdom for Chriſt's ſake) did fee rea. 
lon to believe that there was ſuch a Perſon 
as Chriſt, ſurely you have reafon to believe, 


and no ſolid reaſon to diſcredit the repon|P 


of him in the Hiſtory of the Goſpel. And 
when you have attained a firm Afent unty 
this, get a full perſwafion that Jeſus Chriſt 
15 {ſuch a perſon as the. Scriptures do record 
and teſtifie him to be. Be perſwaded of 
his Amiableneſs, his Greatneſs, his Holi. 
neſs, his Wiſdom, his Faithfulne's, hisFul. 
nels, his Kindneſs, the Relation he ſtand 
in to the Father, his onely begotten and 
dearly beloved Son ; the Relation he ſtand. 
eth in to- his People, eſpecially in his Of. 
fices of Prophet, Prieſt, and King, as | 
have ſet him forth in the Motives to ſtir up 
Love : acquaint your ſelves with the Hiſto- 
ry of his Birth to Wonderful, of his Lite 
ſo Holy, of his Works ſo Powerful, of 
his Doctrine lo Heavenly, of his Sufferings 
. 1o Great, of his Death ſo Painful and yet 
{o Voluntary, of his Reſurrection, Alſcen 
ſion, Seſſion and Interceſſion at the right | 
hand of God, ſo needful for us, as you have 
this Hiſtory upon record in the New Teſta- 
ment: the afſent to this in your Minds will 
be a preparative for the attaining of true 
Love to Jetus Chriſt in your Hearts, 
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2. If you would attain true Love unto Je- 
ſus Chriſt, you muſt get Convittion of Sin, 
and a ſenſe of your Need of Chriſt. The 
prevailing love and liking of Sin is incon- 
fſtent with true love unto Jeſus Chriſt; ſuch 
a5 love Chriſt do hate Sin,and ſuch as love ſin 
have an Enmity againſt Chriſt: Whileſt your 
hearts go afcer your Covetouſneſs, or your 
Voluptuouſneſs, or are fet upon any other 
Wickednels, your hearts cannot be ſet up- 
on Chriſt; before youcanlove Chriſt, your 
hearts muſt be taken off from fin. 
therefore a conviction of Sin, as the greateſt 
Evil in the world. Be per{waded what an 


| evil thing and a bitter it is, to tranſ{greſs 
| Gods Law, and thereby to aifront the 


higheſt Majeſty, the great King of Glory. 
Look into the Word and Law of God, and 
ke what is there required, what is there 
forbidden, and then look back upon your 
Lives, or look into the Regiſter of your 
Conſciences, that you may find out what 
your fins of Omiſſion and Commiſſion have 
been. Take a view of your tranſgreſſions 
of the Law, and of your diſobedience alſo 


- | unto the Goſpel; and as you are guilty be- 


fore God, ſo labour for a clear ſight and 
deep ſenſe of your Guilt, how you are un- 
der the Curſe for your Diſobedience, how 

| you 


Get - 
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you are liable to ruine and eternal deſtru]lels th 
en for your ſins. Look upon fin as the mo you C 
miſchievous thing in the world; if there h of Gc 
any evil in any remporal calamities whig| idly 
ever did befall any of the children of men and th 
yea if there be any evil infuture mileries, af fus C 
the extremity and eternity of Helis Plapug whicl 
and Puniſhments, be pertwaded that thete ſin,. 
is far more evil in ſin which is the caule off of yc 
all. Think how miſerable you are while Make 
under the guilt and reigning power of fin of yo 
that the Worm1s not ſo vile, that the Toy Yo 
is not ſo full of deadly Poylſon, that the fill penn' 
of the Earth is not comparable unto the filth ned | 
of your ſins. Think how baſe and difinge|\, 0% 
nuous you have been, how monſtrouſly it Wirhe 
grateful to your Maker and Benefactar} YO» « 
what Traitors and Rebels you have beeny if yo 
your Supream King and Soveraign. Think} WE!E 
vhat peril and danger continually you are Suret 
in of Death and Hell, how weak the thred woul 
of Life is which ties Soul and Body toge frien 
ther, which may be ſuddenly cat when you beyo 
are leaſt aware, when you are moſt ſecure;| VET 
and then if you be found in a Chriftleſs ſtare, able 
your Souls will be conveyed immediately faris! 
unto a place of remedilets and eternal mile inde] 
ry. Be perfwaded that you are undone ir-| Ju, 
recoverably, unleſs the Lord Feſus Chrif ſtice 
do help you ; that you are loſt for ever, or than 
els 
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Rrugi|leſs the Lord Jeſus Chriſt do fave you ; that 


e moi{ you cannot eicape the dreadful Vengeance 
ere bl of God, but muſt be tormented moſt hor- 
whigl ridly and everlaſtingly, amongſt the Devils 
f and the damned in Hel}, unleſs the Lord Je- 
ies, uf {us Chriſt do deliver you. from the Wrath 


lagus] which is to come. The fight and ſenſe of 

there] fin, your miſerable conditionthereby, and 
ute off of your indiſpenſable need of Chriſt, will 
vhilee] make way for your Love of kim. If any 
of fin} of you were in debt many thouſand pounds 
Toy mnto a ſevere Creditor, and had not one 
e fild} penny to diſcharge it, and you were threat- 
e Fj} ned by him to be thrown into Prifon, where 
ſings \ you muſt lye and rot, and ftarve and dye, 


ly it 
iCtoy, 
eenty 
[ hink 


u are 


thred 
toge- 
1 you 
cure; 
ſtare, 
ately 
miſe.| 
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, UN- 


: leſs 


ithout .hopes of relief or releaſe, - except 
you could make payment of the debt: And 
if you ſhould hear of ſuch a Rich man that 
were willing and did profter to be your 
Surety, and to pay all ſor you; ſurely you 
would have an endeared Love to ſuch a 
friend and BenefaQtor : Your ſins are debts 
beyond the vaſteſt ſumme of Money that 
ever was ow'd or pay'd, and you are not 
able to pay one farthing, to give the leaſt 
fatisfaction unto God, unto whom you are 
indebted ; and God is ſevere, and ſtrictly 
juſt, and without full ſatisfaction to his Ju- 
ſtice, he will throw you into a worſe Prion 


than the moſt naſty doleſom Prifon on Earth, 
I 
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I mean into the Priſon of Hell, where you 
muſt lye without the leaſt relief, or any 
hopes of releale: The Lord J<!ns Cahrif 
proffers to be your Surety, to pay off all 
for you, and to give you a full ditcharge; 
were- you lenſible what a debt Sin is, and 
what a Prilon Hell is, ſurely ir would work 
your labs afito an endeared Love of ſuch 
a Friend and Surety, who alone can keep 
you * of this doleſome dreadful Prion, 
into which without him you will certainly] 
and may ſuddenly be thrown. lf any of 
you were ſick of a Death-threatning di. 
ſtemper, and you had made ule of many 
Phyſicians, but none-could do you good; 
and if you ſhould hear of one Phyſician who 
could afluredly and wowld readily and free- 
ly cure your Diteaſe, and fave your Life; 
ſurely you would thankfully make uſe of | 
this Phyſician, and his kindneſs would ex 
ceedingly engage your Love; Sin is the 
Souls ſickneſs, you are fick unto death, Sin 
when it 1s finiſhed will bring forth Death, 
not only Temporal but Ercrnal : Ir is the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt only that can cure you of 
this deadly Sickneſs, thar can remove your 
Sin, andthereby deliver youfrom this Death 
of Deaths: Get a ſenſe of the dangerous 
ſickneſs of Sin, and you will prize and ule 
and love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is - 

only 
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only Phyſician of value in this caſe. 
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If any 
of you were puilty of Murder, or Thefc, 
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or High Treaſon, or any other heinous 
breach of the Law of the Land, for whici 


you were. apprehended, arraigned, acca- 


ſed, and condemned to be Hanged or 
Burned, or to a more tormenting Death 
than either ; and if you ſhould hear of a 
Prince at Court that had begg'd the Par- 
don of ſuch Crimes, for ſuch Malefactors, 
and had obtained, and he ſhould fend to 
you to ſignifie his willingneſs to do the like 
for you; ſurely you woold thankfully ac- 
cept of ſuch a proffer, and would love this 
Prince as your life, who ſhould thus pre- 
ſerve you- from Death : You are all guif- 
ty of high Treaſon. and Rebellion againſt 
the King of Heaven, in your breach of hiz 


' Law, and you are condemned by this Law, 


not to be hanged for it, or beheaded, bur 
to be burn'd for it, to be burn'd in the Fire 
of Hell, which is unquenchable ; The 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the Prince of Glory, 
a Friend in the Court of Heaven, wito 
hath procured a Pardon for many fuen ma- 
lefactors, and ſendeth to you to fignifie 
his willingneſs to procure your Pardon, if 
you will make uſe of him ; Surely, if yon 
have a ſenſe of your Crime and Danger, 


you will apply your ſelves unto Chriſt to 
| {ava 
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lave yov, and you will not withhold your 
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3. If you would attain true Love untg 
Chriſt, you muſt get an Intereſt in Chriſt ; 
you muſt lay hold on Chriſt by Faith, that 


you may be united to him, and related to|, ; 


him, Itis Faith that works Love, to them 
that believe Chriſt is precious, but by Un. 
believers he is ſlighted, and cannot be be. 
loved. Without Union to Chriſt you wil 
have no affeCtion to Chriſt. The founda- 
tion of Love is laid in the Relation to the 
beloved; and this Union to and Intereſt in 
Chriſt, it is only by Faith. If then you 
would embrace Chriſt in the arms of your 
Love, you muſt firſt lay hold on Chriſt, 
and receive him by the hand of Faith. 
Whatever Motives and Attractives of Love 
there be in Jeſus Chriſt, they will be none 
to you without this Intereſt and Relation, 
Chriſt is a per{on moſt beautiful, moſt love 
ly and amiable; but he .will not beſo in 
your eyes, folong as you are without the 
eye of Faith ; he is great and powerful, 
but ſo much the worte for you, becaule 
without Intereſt in him, his power 1s en- 
gaged apainſt ,you : he is pure and holy, 
and;whileit in your fins you are thereſore the 
more 


| 


Love from tvch a one as ſhould ſhew you| 
ſuch unparaliel'd Favour. Wt 
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more odious in his ſight; he is wife and 


 knoweth all things, therefore is privy to 


all your ſins; he is moſt true, and there- 
fore will fulfil his P__— againſt {uch 
as go on ſtill in their treſpaſles ; he is full, 
but you without intereſt in his Perſon have 
no ſhare in his fulnefs ; he is kind, but ic 


; is to thoſe that are related to him, but what 


is this to you that are Unbelievers? he is 
a Shepheard -to his Sheep, but you are 
Goats ; he is a Captain to his Souldiers, 
but you are Enemies; he is a Teacher to his 
Diſciples, but you are the Devils Scholars : 
he is a Gracious Soveraign, but it is ro his 
Subjects, you are Rebels: He is a Prieſt to 
his People, having made fatisfaftion and 
doth make interceſſion for them; but you 
trample his blood under your feet : He is a 
Friend' and Benefattor to his People, but 
you are ſtrangers; he is a Brother, and a 
Husband to his People, but you ftand in 
none of theſe Relations; he is a Redeemer 
to his People, bur you are Slaves and Cap- 


tives. 


The light which he gives is moſt ſweet, 


but you are darkneſs; the life which he im- 


parts is moſt excellent, but you are dead 


in fins and treſpaſles; he gives pardon of fin, 
but you are under guilt; he gives Peace 
Es 
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{ Conſcience, but your Conſciences are 
ſtil wounded and ſeared ; he gives the Joys 
of che Holy Ghoſt, bur you are in danger 
of Eternal woes ; the Robes of his Righte- 
ouſneſs are moſt Rich, but you are naked; 
the Riches of his Grace are ineſtimable, bur 
you are ſtil] poor; the dignity of being 
made the Sons of God is moſt admirable, 
but you are Children of the Devil ; he 
gives acceſs unto God in Prayer, but you 
are ſtil] at a diſtance ; he gives a Title to 
the Kingdom of Heaven, but if you conti- 
Nue 1n your preſent ſtate, you will be ſhut 
at laſt our of the Palace which is above, 
and be thruſt down into the Priton of Hell - 
which is below. What then are all theſe 
motives to draw forth love to Chriſt unto 
you, that have no intereft jin Chriſt ? it 1s 
Union and Relation unto. Chriſt, and inte- 
reſt in him by Faith, which puts life into 
theie motives, that they may indeed at- 
tract love; O then be perſwaded : without 
further delay to endeavour after this inte- 
reſt in Chriſt ; you muſt haveir, or you 
are loſt irrecoxerably, you will be miſera- 
ble Eternally ; and you may attain this 11- 
rereſt, others have attain'd- it, as mean, 
and as vile as your ſelves ;. and you are cal- 
led unto Chriit. O be per{waded then to 
tome unto Chriſt, and zoyn your _ = 
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Faith anto him, that you may have intereſt 
in Chriſt and in all his Benefits. If you ask. 
me whar this Faith is thar gives an intereft 
in Chriſt, what it is to believe ; I anſwer 
out of Fob I. 12. thatit is to receive Chriſt. 
But to as many as received him, to them gave 
he Power to become the Sos of God, even tf 
them that bilieve in his Name. Be perſwt- 
ded then to recetve Chriſt and accept of him 
upon the terms of .the Goſpel. ' Receive 
and take hold of Chriſt by the hand of Faith. 
And that you may dothis, 1. You muft 


' ler go your hold of fin: if you hugg fin in 


your botfom, it you harbour bate Luſts in 
your Hearts, you cannot receive and pive 


' entertainment to Chrift there: you muſt 


thruſt ſin out, if you would Jet Chriſt in. 
2. You mutt let go your hold on the World;- 
I don't ſay you muft ſet it go out of your. 
hands, and throw away the eſtates which 
God harh piven, except it be to part with 


| fome proportion in a way of Mercy and | 


Charity, and except you be called to leave” 
all rather than ro forgo Chriſt or any of his 
Truths; bur you mult ler the World go out 
of your Hearts ; the World muſt not {it up- 
on the Throne of your Hearts, that ſeat 
muſt be reſerved for Chriſt ; chief love, and 


| inorginate love to the world and things in 


the world, mult betaken off. 3. You muſc 
F' 3 let 


"Tas 
let go hold of ſelf; your own Righteouſneſs 


. Jeſus Chrilt as your Prophet to inſtruct and 
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and all felf-confidences muſt be parted with; 
yon muſt be humbled and emptied of your 
{elves, if you would be prepared for the 
receiving of Je!us Chrilt, and receiving of 
that fulneſs which there is in him. And then 


*1. Receive Jeſus Chriſt as your High-Prieſt | 


to reconcile you unto God, truſting - alone 
in his Merits and Mediation, 


lead you in all Truth by kis Word and Spi 
rit. 3. Receive Jeſus Chriſt as your Sove- 


raign Lord and King to Rule you. 4. Ref 
ceive Jeſus Chriſr as your Captain to tread 


down your Spiritual Enemies under your 
feet. 5- Receive Jeſus Chriſt in all his Re 
Jations, of Shepherd, Friend, Brother, and 
eſpecially in the Relation of an Husband 


and joyn your ſelves to him, and make over}. 


your ſelves to him, dedicating and devo- 
ting your ſelves to him, and giving up your 
ſelves to be guided, guarded, provided for, 
and governed by him. This is to receive 
Chrilr, and this is to believe, this gives 
Union and Relation, and interetc in the 


Lord Jeſus: and if you do thus joyn your] 


ſelves to Chrilr by Faith, you will quickly 
feel love to Chriſt to {pring forth, to work 
and at, and that vigorouſly; and to bring 
forth luch fruit in the life, as ſhall GR 

; eW 


2. Receive 


" 
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| ſhew that love to Chriſt is rooted in the 
Heart, 


4. If you would attain Truth of love to 


thoſe means which God hath appointed for 


| the working of it. I ſhall iaftance only 1. 


[WO MEans, 


1. Be diligent in Hearing the Word 
Preached, As Faith cometh by Hearing, 
ſo love to Chrift is wrought by the iamz 


"the Prophet, J/a. 55. 3. and I may fay, 
hear that your Hearts may love, that where 
the Eye cannot, the Ears may atiect the 
Heart with love to the Lord Jeſus. Whilft 
Lyaia was hearing Pau! preach, her Heart 


. was opened, AF. 16. 14. and whilſt you 


are hearing Miniſters preach'of Chriit, your 
Hearts may be opened to receive him, 
and to embrace him in the arms of your 
deareit love. See AF. 11.15. As 1 began 
to ſpeak, the Holy Ghoſt fell on them, as on 
us at the beginning, Whillt Peter was preach- 
ing and the Gentiles were hearing, the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt was ſent down from Heaven and 
fell upon them ; and ſo whilſt you are hear- 


Spirit to work this Grace of love to Jeſus 
Chriſt 1n your Hearts... F 4. 4 Wo 


T2T. 


| Jeſus Chriſt, be diligent in the ule of all. 


means; Hzar and your Souls ſhall live, faith. 


ing the Word, God may give forth of his 
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2. Be diligent and earneft in Prayer urt- | 
to God for this love, confeſs and bewail | 


before him your want of this love, tell him 
you deſerve a double Anarhema, becanle 
van do not love Chriit, and withail tell 
him you cannot of your {elves love him, 
that you can as eaſily lifſr a Mountain to 
Heaven, as ft up your Hearts unto Chrift, 
but defire that he would draw up your love 
to Chiilt by his Spitir. Beg of him that 
be would pur our the fire of Luſt, and all 


tnorcinate creature love, and that he would 


enkinele a fire of love in you to this mo't 

lovely Jelus, whick no corruption in your 
Y Ci - . 

tearts may be able to extinguiſh. And in 


'your prayers preſent your Hearts to the 


Lord Jeſus, offer them up freely to him, 
and detire that he would accept of them, 
that he would take hol4 of them, and take 
polieſon of them, and erect his Throne in 


them, and make theman Everlatting habita- 


on for bim'elf. 


—— — 
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Aving given directions how you may 
| attain the Truth of love to Chritt 
where you are without it, I come now to 
give directions how you may attain m__ 
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* Pof this love to Chriſt, where you have it» 


but in a low degree and weak. mealure- 
Would you attain much love to Chrilt ? 


1. Be munch in Contemplation of Chrift 
conſider. ofren what motives there are of. 
love in him, preſs them upon your Spirits, 
and labour to awaken and rouze up your: 
Hearts unto the vigorous exerciſe of. this: 
love. Spend time in ſecret retirement, and. 
there think, and think again, of the Super-- 
lative Excellencies and PerfeCtions which 
are in Chriſts perſon, how wonderful and 
matchleſs his love is, what, heights in it. 


' that cannot be reached, whar depths i it: 


thar cannot be fathomed, what other di- 
menſions which cannot be comprehended ; 


 Medirate often of his benefits, how incom- 


parable his love-rokens be : and whilit you 
are muſing, you may feel the fre burning; 
whilſt you are looking, you may feel your. 
Hearts leaping; whilit yoa are taking a view 
of him, e*re you are aware, your Hearts, 


like the Chariots of Jm:minadb, may ron 


tohim: O the raviſhments of love! the 
tran{ports of Soul, which ſome Believers 
have found in their retited thoughts ard 
views of - Chriſt ! Ger often into the. Menne 
of Divine Contemplation, and there. locs. 


upwards unto: Heaven, ar:d ihiuk with your 


Ives: 


k'5 
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ſelves: Yonder, Yonder, above the ſhinin 
Sun 1s the more Glorious Son of Righteou|- 
neſs; there at the right hand of the Throne of wſneſs, 
Ged, ts my beloved Feſus the Son of God ſeat. [W the 
ea; andihcugh he be fo high above me both and pre 
in place and dignity, yet he thinketh upon m | * O 
and pleadeth for me, aid many a aft hath. lrende 
he ſent thence ard by his Spirit conveyed unt 4 thouſ. 
me : and I can ak, nothing of the Father m[l 7 / 
his name, but, if it be really for my good, Wears 
have it by his means. O dear Feſus, hongme4! # 
lovely. art thou in thy ſelf ! the darling of I ſle 
Heaven! the Delight of the Father ! the Al[weet T 
miration of Angels! O what brightneſs of thy ail 
Glory, what ſhining luſire art theu arrayel which 
with ! thou art cloathed with-moſt excellent hakg 04 
Majcfiy and Herour : thou art girded with to ! h 
*fimte Might and Pomer ,. the beauty of thy of thy 
face 1s meſt wonderful : the ſmiles of thy "P thy , 
eeuntenance are moſt ſweet: and delightful: take tho 
Ard doth this lovely fair One, this faireſt i viſible 
ten thoifard, this moſt, excellent and; altrogt lovely 
the: k,wily Por ſon, bear a particulariove} the Wor 
me f to ſuch a_vileworm as me? ro ſuth wel to 
dead Dop as mie? to ſuch annideſerving, fl, Riches 
de/ 7Ung, hd.-dc {ti Uno ferner as me? elow L 
mh. t, marvellous k:ndnisis this ! what inf 99 thoſ, 
nite Riches of Fr:ie G; are! doth. be hnow it them. 
by name? hat; las CLVeir 194 ehiſe 7 Tor nic ? all yet let 


- 
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ininn iy heart ? Am I written in his bock,, Redeem- 
eo. [4 with h:s blood, cloathed with his Righte- 
one of wſneſs, beautified with his Image? Hath he 
ſeat. [ut the dignity. of a Child of God upon me, . 
' both [and prepared a place in the Fathers houſe jor 
n mine? O wonderful ! O admirable ! what ſhall 
hath|Irender ? what returns ſhall I make ? bad, 
| unn («thouſand tongues, ſhould I not employ them 
er {41 in ſpeaking his praiſe ? had Ia thouſand. 
1d, Hearts ſrould I not preſent them all as too 
hoſmean a thank-cſfering unto him? And yet 
10 of #1 I ſlow, flow of Heart to love this dear and. 
» Ab|ſweet Feſus ? Awake O my Soul ! awake from - 
ſs of thy dulneſs aid finpidity ? fhake «ff thy jleep - 
rayed| which glues thine eye-lids ſo cloſe together ; 
ellen ſhake out the duſt of the Earth which hath got- 
with] into thine eyes, and keeps thee from the view - 
F thil of thy beloved. Ariſe O my Soul ! and lift 
e thi up thy ſelf, unfetter thy fect 5 uncles thy ſelf, 
tful. take the wing and mount up above the sky ana. 
eſt iff 2:ſible Heavens, even to the place where the 
roo] lovely and dear Jeſus is. Takg thy leave of 
ve of the world, and all things therein, Bid fare-- 
ch 4 wed to the flattering honours, the deceitful. 
, th Kiches, the glozirg Pleaſures, that art here 
2 (| below 7 bid adicu to them, and leave them. 
inf] to thoſe that place thuir chiefeſt happineſs mn. 
” ! them. If Earth hath thy 74, A no 
and yet let it bave thy heart and chiefeſt affections 
hiq 10 . more , come, O my Soul, aſcend and .foar 


aloft : 
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aloft unto the Heaven of Heavens, the wa 


The True Chriſtians Love ks 
J] | thou c 


e210 the Holy of Holies is acceſſible, the vail| Body 


#5 rat, the fore-runner 1s entred, ,and thin 
mayeft have wntrance teo- with thy Thoughts, 
and Deſire:,. and Loves, and Hopes, and 
Toyes,, there thou mayſt ſce and view, and 
acmire, and embrace thy deareſt Lord; then 
ii:y Heart may find a fit cbjett for it's Love, 
evin thy deareſt Lord Jeſus, who will not re- 
Je& and deſpiſe thee, but give kind entertain 
nit unto thy love, aud wihall give the full: 


ej: and ſmeereft- returns; there thy Heart may| 


fd a rocm to diſpoſe of it ſelf,, and not enlya 
leaging like that of a wayfaring man for « 


ight, but an habitation wherein to dwell and 


to take up it'3 Eternal abode ; let thy Heart 
be tky fore-runner, that when thy body drops 
eff fremrhee thou mayſt know nhere to betaks 
thy ſuf, and firdreacy entertainment thert 
there thy Heart hath becn lerg before, Why 
a-fi-rhou hang, dernwards, O wy Soul ? why 
a. fr thrubina ſe much to the Earth and Earth: 
ly thinss ? mhkat 15 there be1e below that 11 
ot bencathihee, ard. altcgatber unworthy of 
thy Love? hon.cmpty, and vain, ardihurry 
are theſeth nes ?. don't waſt ity time, way 
thy fſeif, for very Tarity, dews prick. and 
meund-ily {elf with theſe thirgs any more, 
What aileth thee, O my Soul, that then art ſo 
backward to. the, Loveof Chriſt? 5 ut __ 
LOCK: 


'herea 


thy b, 


bear | 
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| thou canſt not ſee Chriſt with the Eyes of thy 
Body ? thou, ſhalt ſee him with thoſe Eyes 
hereafter, when he comes in his Glory, and 
thy body is raiſcd and repaired, and firtcd to. 
bear ſuch a ſight ; thou canſt not ſee the Wind, 
but thou heareſt i1”s noiſe, ard fecleſt it?s 


theu not hear Chriſt's voice 
in his Word ? doft thou not feel the breath- 
ings of his Spirit in his Ordinances ? Thou 
art inviſible thy ſelf, O my Soul, and art thou 
ſo drenched in fleſh, that wiſtble cbjcUts ſhall 


have more Poncr to draw down thy heart, than 


this moſt glorious Objeft ( though now inviſt- 
ble ) ſhall kave power to draw up thy Reart £ 
doſt thou queſtion and doubt of his love to rnec? 
and doth this damp arid diſcourage thy Aﬀe- 
tion ? whoſe Image is this which is cigravin 
upon thee ?' is it not the Image of Chriſt ? 
what writing is that upcn thy Heart ?. is it 
nor Gods Law written by Chrifts Spirit ? 
whoſe decksgngs and adornings haſt thou got 
about thee !* what Beamty is this which is put 
upon thee ? is it not Chriſts comlineſs ? where 
hid$t thou thoſe Bracelcts, that King, thoſe 
Fewels, that Chain of Graces? are they. not 
Chrifts love-tokens which he hath giuen thee ? 
ard yet wilt thiu deubt of h:5 love ? if then 
feeleſk corrupticss Strong, yer aft thou. net 
perceive ſome Grace, although it ve weak? 
hasF thou not ſome love to Christ, alrhoneh 
is. 
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ir be low? are not thy deſires chiefly after 
him, which evidence that thy chief love us ta 
him? and is it fo with any but ſuch whom 
Christ doth love ? doth not Chri#t love firſt ? 


and yet wilt thou queition his love? Baniſh 
then thy fears, ſilence thy doubts O my Soul, 
rouze up thy ſelf,, and climb up by the Facob's 
ladder which 1s let down to thee from Heas--| ; 
ven, and ſettle thy love upon Fejus Chrit 


and thoſe things which are cb;wve ,. where 
ChriSt ſits at the Riphthand of God, Such 
retired Contemplations of Chriſt, and Soli- 


loquies, and pleadings with your own Souls | 


when alone by. your telves, wiil tend ex- 
ceedingly to the promotion of your love un- 
to Chriſt. 


2. Would you have much love to Chriſt ? } 


Be much in Reading and Studying the 
Scriptures. The Scriptures are a Glals in 
which Chfiiſt may be ſeen ; he cannot be- 
teen Face to Face 1n this World : this is the 
happineſs of the Triumphant Church in 
Heaven, not of che Militant Church upon 


the Earth 5 what may here be diſcerned- of | 


Chriſt, ic 15 in the glats of the Scrip.uresand 
Goſpel-Ordinances : this 1s that glais' ſpo- 
kenof, 2 Cor. 3.18. We all with open face 
benolding as in aglaſs tre Glory of the Lord), 
are changed into the ſame image from Glory 
t0 
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to Glory. Chriſt is the Glory of the Lord, 


the brightneſs of his Fathers Glory : would 
you have much love to him? be often look 
mg, viewing and beholding of him in the 


glaſs of the Scriptures. By much beholding_ 


of him, you may be transformed more and 
more into the likenefs of. his Holineis, and 


--| into the likeneſs of his Love,, which is Glo- 


ry begun. The Scriptures have the Image of 
Chrift engraven upon them ; the. Image of 
the Father is upon the Son, and the Image 
ofthe Son is upon the Scriptures 3; there you. 


. may lee the Picture of Chriſt, the Beauty 


of Chriſt; at leaſt ſome lineaments are there 
drawn by the nand of God, although not ful. 
ly and to the life; Imean ſuch as you will ſee - 
in him when you come ro behold him faceto. 


face in Heaven ; yet his Beauty 18 drawn in 


ſuch proportions and with luch ſhadows as 
you are now capable of beholding. Would 
you have much love unto Chriſt whom you 
have never {een? look much upon his Picture 


and Image in the Scriptures. The Scriptures 


are Chriits Love-letters. In the iecond and 


| third Chapters of the Revelations, Chriſt 


doth ſend Seven Epiſtles to the Seven Afe- 


anChurches. There are many Epiſtles and 


Love-letters as ic were in the Scriptures, 
eſpecially in the New Teſtament, wherein 


Chriſt doth give. molt kind expreii:ons of 
molt . 
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moſt endeared Love unto his People. Read 


much and ſtudy Chriſt's Love-letters, eſpe. 
cially thoſe parts of the Scriptures: wherein 
Chriſt doth expreſs moſt of his kindneſs and 


love. See how kindly Chriſt doth expre's. 
himſelf, Fob. 14. v.-1, 2, 34-13 16, 17, 1%; 


19, 20, 21, 22, 23.27. Chap. 15. vV.9. 13, 
14, 15, 16.Chap. 16. v.7. 22, 24, 26,27.33. 


Chap.17. V.9,.10,11,15,20,21,22, 23, 24. 


Chap. 20.v.17. Read often and conſider ſuch 
places. Let the Word of Chriſt dwell richly 
in you, and this will feed and maintain your 
love to Chriſt, this is a means to have Chriſt 
dwel! in your hearts, not onely by Faith, þut 
alio by moſt endeared Love. | 


3. Would you have much Love to 
Chriſt ? be much'jn Preyer unro God for 
this Love. E pb. 6,23; Peas be inio 1he 
Brathrin and leve, with Faith ſr:m God the 
Farher. Not onely Peace is from God, who 
is called the God cf Peace, and Faith from 
Gcd, who works it by his Almighty power; 
but alfo Love is from God, who is the God 
of Love'; he circumciieth the heart to love 
him{elf and to love his Son. This love of 
Chriſt is a Grace of the Spijt, which God 
doth freely give and rowerfully work, the 
Beginnings of it, the Increaſe of it, all the 
Mea:ures and Degrees of it are from him. 
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if you would attain high meafures of love 


[to Chriſt, you muſt apply your ſelves unto 


God in Prayer, and therein diligently ſeex 


:|tohim for it. If you would have much love 

to Chriitin your hearrs, you maſt be often 
Jatihe I hrone of Grace upon your Knees; ' 
[and there hymbly acknowledge, if not the 


want, yet the weakneſs of your love to 
Chriſt ; bewail your Sins which do damp 


'| your Bffeions, and earneſily requeſt that 


he would work your hearts unto a firong 
love; be importunate in Prayer for this ; 
follow God day by day with the ſame re- 
queſts, plead with him for ir, fill your 
mouths with Arguments, and fil] your Ar- 
_—_— with Faith and fervent Deſires, Teil 
im, whatever lovelinels and love there be 
In Chriit, whatever attractives to draw 
forth your love, yet of your ſelves you are 
utterly unable to put forth the leaſt motion 
of true affetion unto Chriſt. Tel] him,thar 


| this love to Chriſt, though it be your Duty, 


yet it is his Gift, that you ought to act it, 
but this you cannot do, unleſs he works 
ir, Tell him how eaſily he can enkindle 
this Fire of Love to Chriſt in your boſoms, 
and blow it up into a flame. Tel] him, he 
hath bid you to ask and you ſhall have, and 
whatever you ask according to his will he 


beareth, and that it is his will you ſhould 
love 
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love Chriſt not onely truely,but alſo ſtrong.-hhe Fath 
ly. Tell him, you delire much love to{mealure 
Chriſt, and that theſe deſires do come from[gour Lo 
himſelf, and therefore earneitly defire theſyre wit? 
fulfilling of them. Tell him, if youdo nat[ſeble f: 


0 


love Chriſt much, you ſhall be apt to over|4 have 
love the Creature, which will be diſples|e love 
ling to him, therefore requeſt that you may[eſt dilc 
have ſuch a love to Chriſt as may over[znd Pe 
power all other love, and keep your hears|which « 
from all Inordinacy of affections to atyſeye of 
thivg beneath and beſides the Lord Jeiu[whatey 
Chriſt. Plead how much ir will be for h8fjsby R 
Glory, that you ſhould have much lowly by | 
unto Chriſt, that hereby you ſhall be ens] not tee 
. bled to honour him the more in the world] by Fai 


Plead how much it will be for your good; 
tel] him, if you asked Corn, and W ine, ati 
Oyt; if you asked Wealth and Honours, 
and Creature-delights in abundance, they 
might be a ſnare to you, and for your hurt; 
but a ſtrong love to Chriſt is needfull and 
uſeful], and be ſure will be for your good; 
urge his Promiſe of Circumciſing the heart ii 
love him, and plead his Faithfulneſs ; and 
ifyou be thus importunate in Prayer fot 
much love to Chriſt,and will not bedenyed, 

you ſhall not be denyed. 
4. Would you have much Love to Chriſt, 
get much Faith;Faith worketh Love both : 
| the 
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he Father and to the Son. According to the 


rour Love be. Such asare without any Faith, 


e theſgre without any Love; ſuch as have but a 


oO not 
OVer. 
plex 
may 
OVer 
1eart 
any 
Jely 
Yr hi 
low 
ens 
orld, 


feeble faich, have buta weak love ; and ſuch 
3 have the ſtrongeſt faith, have the ſtrong- 
eſt love. The ſtrongeſt Faith giveth the clear- 
eſt diſcovery of Chriſts infinite Excellencies 
and PerfeCtions. It is not the eye of S=nle 
which doth diſcern Chriſt, neither is it the 
eye of Reaton which doth dilcern him 3 
whatever dilcoveries we have of Chriſt, 1t 
&by Revelation,and this is dilcernable one- 
ly by Faich. Faith is the Evidence of chings 
not teen, and the unſeen Chriſt is evident 
by Faittrto be the molt excellent Perton, 


20d; 
, and 
ours, 
they 
art; 
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20d; 
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and! 
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riſt; 


and the mofr ſuitable Object of love; and 
the more evident the Object of love is, the 
ſtronger will the love be. Moreover, Faith 
is not onely the Eye of the Soul to diicern 
Chriſfc, but alfo the Hand of the Soul, not 
onely to take hold on him, bat alto to re- 
ceive from him of his Fulveſs Grace for 
Grace, and by conſequence more of this 
Grace of love to him. Our Communion 
with Chriit is by Faith ; the more intimate 
acquaintance and fellowwip we have with 
thole whom we love, the more endeared 
will be ourlove. The ſtrongeſt Faith brings 


h to 
the 


us unto the greateſc intimacy, fellowſhip 
| and. 
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' and familiarity with Chrifrt, and thereforLove UL 
It is a means of the ſtrongeſt Love. Endea{hriſt's 
vour then to et a {trons Faith, and tſpve; bi 
live daily in the powerfull exercite therens of ( 
of. The more you live by Faith, the moneightet 
you will dwell in the loveof Chritr. (Chriſt's 

kovtract 

5. Would you have much Love untgſite to I 
Chriſt? labour for much of the Spirit ; laſugeme 
bour for much of the Light of the Spirit,|ur fear 
There mui be not only the Glaſs of theſhe mo 

SCriptures, and the Eye of Faith, tut alfoÞuch as « 
the Light of the Spirit, that you may haveaftey ma 
clear diſcerning of this lovely Lord Jefſns;pot love 
Labour for much of the Operation of theſ lels I 
Spirirc, The Spirit is lize Wind to blow upſtan a n 
the Sparks of Love in your hearts into ate love 
fame. Labour for the inhabitation of theÞniable « 
Spirit, and that the Promiſe may be madeſjea one 
good to you which Chriſt giveth to hisÞuceme! 
Diſciples, Zsh. 14. 16, 17- And I will prayÞon of t 
the Father, and he ſhall give you another ConrPitely lo 

ferter, that he may abide with you for ever;Þ lay v 
even the Spirit of Truth, whom the World, and 
cannot receive, becauſe it ſeecth him not, nei-Jgently 
ther knoweth him; but ye know him, for heÞut the 

awelleth with you, and ſhall be in you. proved 

| ſ1ato 1 
6. Would you have much Love unto pce will 

Chriſt? labour for clear Evidences of his |g-glal: 

| Love 


C 
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efor,ove unto you. The apprehenſions of 
ndeaChriſt's Lovelineſs may excite to ſome 
1d rofove; but the fuil well grounded per{waſi- 
here:þns of Chriſts love to you, will above all 
morgheighten your love to Chriſt. Doubts of 

(Chriſt's love do caule fears, and fears do 

{oncraCt the heart, and therefore are oppo- 
untoſite ro love, which is the expanſion and en- 
; lyſwgement of the heart. Perfect love caſteth 
?irit.fout fear, the more love the leſs fear, and 
f theſthe more doubts and fears the leſs love. 


alſoÞuch as doubr much of Chriſts love to them, 


aveattey may love Chriſt truely, but they can- 
-ſas;þot love Chriſt ſtrongly. You will love 
{ thep leſs lovely perſon that loves you, more 
w upſian a more lovely perſon that hates you ; 
to aÞie love of the Perſon beloved is a moſt a- 
 theÞiable Qualification and ſtrong attractive, 
nadefiea one of the greateſt Incentives and In- 
 hisÞucements unto love. Get then a per{wa- 
prayÞon of the infinite love to you of this Infi- 
Com Ftely lovely perion, that you may be able 
ver;Þ fay with Paul, Gal. 2. 20. Who loved 
orldfe, and gave himſelf for me. Look di- 
nei-Fgently into the Word- of God, and find 
7 heÞut the Characters there of thole that are 

loved by Chriſt; and then look narrow- 

j12to your ſelves, and ſee whether your. 
nto fce will not anſwer that face in the Look- 
his |g-glals of the Scriptures; ſee whether 
ove you 
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you cannot find the lineaments of the Neyjabroa: 
Man within you, whether you have no{hearts: 
experienced a gracious change; Is thenſfuredl' 
not Light where there was Darkneſs ? you b 
there not Life where there was Death ? which 
there not Love where there was Hatredf@ve \ 
Is there not the Law of God written, when|As YC 
the Law of Sin did command all? Is not thy your 1 
Biaſs of your Wills and Hearts God-ward# War 
and Chriſt-ward, and Heaven-ward ; whig| CÞrilt 
heretofore was only Sin-ward, and Eartl oo | 
zward, and Hel-ward ? Pray earneſtly uni rth. 
God, that he would pive you a full aſh 

ance, that if you are indeed effeQualy” 7: 
called, if you are indeed united and relate $f !7 
unto Jeſus Chriſt, you may know ir, an watch 


no longer doubt thereof. In a word, ſee vin, 2 


diligently after the Manifeſtation of Chriſt doth f 


Love in all the wayes of his Ordinance fins of 


reſt not in the out-ſide of Ordinances, bu ſins of 
ſeek. after - Chriſt in Ordinances, follo other 
him from Sabbath to Sabbath, from Ord but cl 
nance to Ordinance, and alwayes be look comp! 
ing for him, and looking towards hir ler mi 
till he turn about and look upon you, at the Fi 
otve you a gracious {mile. Seek and wal.ihe fla 
for that Manifeſtation of himſelf which! able) 
hath promiſed ro them that love him, F« fer NC 
14. 21. Wait for his Miſſion of the Holf ®! if 
Gholt from Heaven, 1 Pet. 1, 12, to ſhq quite 
| abroi 
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.labroal the ſenſe of his Love into your 
ſhearts, Rom. 5. 5. and if you did know af. 
Jfuredly and had a ſenſe thereof given unto 

> j1you by the Spirit of Chriſt, O the Joyes 
h 2 which then you would have in him! O the 
Move which then you would have to him! 
a] As your Joyes would be nnſpeakable, ſo 
your Love would be unſpeakable too; ſuch 
a warmth of heart and burning of love to 
xl Chriſt you would feel within you, as is be- 
| yd the Rhetorick of the Tongue to ſer 
10ITN, 


- 7. Would you have much love to Chriſt ? 
«get much hatred of Sin, and accordingly 
m{ watch and pray, and ſtrive and fight againſt 
| ſeg Sin, as the worſt of Evils, as that which 
hiſt doth ſo much diſpleaſe your Lord. Bewail 
ince{ſins of daily incurſion, and labour that your 
{| fins of Infirmity may be leſs every day than 
other ; Take heed of fins of ſudden ſurprize, 
# but chiefly of deſigned ſins, and that you 
comply not with any temptations unto grol- 
in} {er milcarriages, which like water caſc upon 
the Fire of your loveto Chriſc, will put out 
| the flame, and leave only a few unperceiv- 
able {parks gn the corner of your hearts. Suf- 
fer nor Sinto have any room in your hearts ; 
ot if it will abide and you cannot thruſt it 
| Quite out, let it not have a quiet habitation 
within 


J 
abroi 
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witkia you; diſturb fin as much as you carz|may f 
wage war every day with your remaining{May f 
Lutts; let no day pals over your heads with.|coals a 
out giving ſome blows,. ſome thruſts an|dead Þ 
wounds to Sin. Streighten the roum of Sin Chriſt 
in your hearts as much as may be, the|have v 
more room Sin hath in your hearts. The legChriſt 
room Chriſt will have there. Particulgr.|tave f 
iy, take heed of inordinate love to the|for an ( 
world, and the things in ,the world, the eprove 
prevalency of which love will damp youſdivert 
love to Chriſt; by how much more the be read 
world gets of your love, by fo much the sſerio: 
leſs Chrift will have of it. A ſubordinate[08s anc 
love you may have to Perſons and Things Edificat 
in the world, but let no perſon or thing of prov 
have your chief love but only Chriſt ; love all, no! 
nothing for it ſelf with an abſtracted love this | 
but love all inferiour things with inferiour ſus Chr 
love; love all under the Lord, and in the['0 warn 
Lord, and for the Lord's ſake ; getall inor-[%* wart 
dinate affections to the world crucified by 
the Croſs of Chriſt. You muſt havedying, 9- 4 
affections to periſhing things, if you would Love ut 
have a living,and active love to the ever-| this 
living Jefus. beightn: 
: you act 
8. Would you have much love untoſþ<* ſtre 
_ Chriſt? affociate your ſelves moſt with deavour 
thoſeithat have moſt love unto Chritt 3 youſ®VE unt 
may 


.[of this love. 
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may fetch light from th=ir light, and you 


[may fetch warmth from their fire. Dead 


coals are enkindled by the living, and your 
dead hearts may be enkindled with love to 
Chriſt by the warm diſcourſe of thoſe that 
have warm hearts. Beready to ſpeak of 
Chriſt and for Chriſt in any company as you 
have fir opportunicy, and diligently watch 
for an Occaſion. Shur your ears againſt and 
reprove profane and filthy Communication ; 
divert that which is vain and frothy, and 
be ready to begin and promote that which 
s ſerious and favoury, that which is graci- 
ous and may tend to your own and others 
Edification, Study the Art, and practiſe ir, 
of provoking all whom you converſe with- 
all, not unto Strife and Contention,, but un+ 
to this love and AﬀecCtion unto the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt;and whileſt you are endeavouring 
to warm others with this Love, you may 
be warmed your ſelves. 


9. And laſtly, Would you have much 
Love unto Chriſt ? be much in the exercile 
Hereby it is encreafez ang 
teightned : Uſelegs and have legs; and if 
you act this love frequently, it will hereby 
ger ſtrength and activity 3 every wo en- 
deavour to pur forth ſome vigorous acts of 
ove unto Jeſus Chriſt. In your ordinary 
Callings 
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Callings and ſecular Buſineſs and Employ. 
ment, you may fend up ſome looks of Love 
unto Jetus Chriſt in your Ejaculations. Burt 
elpecially inthe Duties of Gods immediate 
Worſhip, labour that your love may flow 
out unto Chriſt moſt vigorouſly. In your 
daily ſecret Devotion and Family-Wor- 
ſhip, let love to Chriſt draw forth tears 
fram your ___, at leaſt cauſe grief and ſor- 
row in your hearts, in the acknowledgment 
of yourſins, whereby he hath been diſho- 
noured and diſpleaſed. Let love to Chriſt 
draw forth earneſt deſires after Chriſt, and 
thoſe communications, maniſeſtations, and 
conſolations which he doth give to none but 
ſuch as are his. Let love to Chriſt put re- 
queſts into your mouths, arguments into 
your requeſts, and fervour into your argl- 
ments 1n your pleadings with him at the 
Throne of Grace for further ſupplies of his 


Grace, and that you may be brought into 


more intimacy of acquaintance with him, 
Every day you fhould expreſs your love to 
Chriſt, eſpecially on the Lords day, whet 
almoſt the whole day is to be tpent in pu 
lick and private Exerciſes of Religi 

ſhip; in all, your love to Chriſt f 


ous Wor 


exerciſe, Jn your attendances upon him 1 
Ordinances you muſt bring not only yout 


Bodies before him, but preſent your Hearts 
unto 
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umto him ; this you ſhould be careful to 
do in publick Prayer and Hearing of the 
Word, Preaching and Singing Plalins ; ot 
ten ſhould you endeavour in every Ordi- 
nance to lift up your hearts unto the Lord ; 


[but above all when you approach the Lords 


Table, all your Graces ſhould there and 
then be in exerciſe, eſpecially this Grace 


[of love to Jeſus Chriſt : your Eye there 


hould affect your Heart, when you fee 


; fihe repreſentations of your crucified Lord, 


and think what manner of Love he did bear 
to you, that he ſhould ſubmit himſelf unro 


i ſuch a Death for you, how ſhould this ai- 
© re- ſect your hearts! And ifever, then your 
- "ol -0VE © Chriſt ſhould ſhew ir {elf, and act 
rg. with the greateſt vigour and ſtrength. 

© the 2 

f his 

into SE CF; EVE 

hos Aving given Directions how to attain 
wh love to Chriſt in the truth and in the 
pub. ſtrength of it, I come now to the laſt fort of 


ar-\Pirections wherein you ſhould ſhew your 


Deinvve to Jetus Chrilt. 


im it 
yout 
eats 
unto 


More generally ſhew your Loveto Chriſt 

nn your Obedience unto Carift, Foh. 14. 

i5. If ye love me, keep my Commandments. 
G 2 


Be 
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Be faithful in performance of all known 
Duties which Chriſt doth command, and 
be careful in the forbearance of all known 
fins which Chriſt doth forbid. Let your great 
care be to pleaſe Chriſt, whoever 1s dif. 
pleaſed; and your great fear be of offend. 
ing Chriſt, whoever be offended with your 


Kritneſs. Shew your love, 1. In the 
Sincerity of your Obedience, 2. In the 
IWllingneſs of your Obedience, 3. Jn the 


Univerſality of your Obedience, 4. In the 
ConFancy of your Obedience. 


i. Shew your love to Chriſt, in the Sn- 

zerity of your Obedience. Hypocrites will 
lo ſome things which Chriſt commandeth; 
Out it is from carnal Motives and with car- 
nal Defigns ; Bur let love ro Chriſt be the 
Motive, and the Honour of Chriit the End 
of your Obedience. Obey Chriſt becauſe 
you love him, and with a defign to pleaſe 
tim. What you do, do heartily unto the 
ford, and above all things deſire and Endea- 
w/our that what you do may find acceptation 
Lvich him ; 2 Cor. 5. 9. Wherefore we labour, 
that whether preſent or abſent we may be ac- 
cepted of him. 


2. Shew your love to Chriſt in the W:!- 
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Chriſt, .but it is with great Backwardnels; 
they will perform Duties, but they are 
burdenſome, a wearinels, and toilfome, 
and the Commandments of Chriſt are grie- 
yous unto them; they are ſcarce ready un- 
to any Duty, but when they are ſcourg'd 
mto it by the Rods of Affliction, or ſpurr'd 
and prick't forward by the goads of Con{ci- 
ence. O theliftlelneſs and indiſpolition in 
he moir, unto the moit {ſpiritual part of 
he Service of Chrilt! which 1s an evident 


[proof of the defect of love, either in the 


truth of it, or at lealt in the meaſure and 
degree of it, Letyour love ſhew it {eif in 
the willingneſs of your Obedience : ferve 
the Lord with a willing and ready mind, 
vith alacrity and chearfulneſsof ſpirir, look- 
ng upon the Service of Chrilt as your Ho- 
nar, and eſteeming every Duty to be your 
Priviſedge. If you have any conſtraints un- 
to Obedience, letthem be the con{traints of 


Jovez as 2 Cor. 5.14. If you be forced: to: 
[obey Chriſc, let there be no violence bur 


the violence of love; if you bedragg*d to 
Duty, ler it be with no other cords than the 
cords of love; ler love be the Spur and 


|Goad-to prick you forward, that you may 
jnot onely walk but run in, the wayes of 


cr commandments with an enlarged 
eatt. 


Go 3 2. Shew 
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3. Shew your love to Chriſt in the Uni: 
verſality of your Obedience. Hypocrites 
will perform ſome Duties which are for their 
turn, and will ferve their carnal deſigns; 
other duties they omit and totally neglect; 
ler your love to Chriſt diſcover it lelf in 


your reſpeCt to all his Commandments, 


Though you cannot here attain Perfection 
Obedience, yer let your Obedience be unt. 
verſal; obey Chriit not only tt: open Du 
ties, which men are witneſſes of, bur alf 
in iecret Duties, and ſpiritual Daties, which 
depend upon the exerciſe of the Mind ; fuch 
as Meditation, Contemplatien, Self-{earch, 
and Ejaculation, as allo 1n the {ptritual par 
of ail Daties, which no Eye can'be witneh 
unto but the Eyeof God; and hereby you 
may'be diftinguilhed fromfail Hypocrires in 
the World. 


4. Shew your love to Chriic in the Cn 
Fancy of your Obedience, Gal. 5. 7. It 


did run well, who did hinder you, that {| 


ſhould nct obey the truth? Some Hypocrite 
are zealous Profeflors for a while, and 1 
firit {etting out feem to our-{trip many thi 
are ſincere; but they ſoon tire, and are wear! 
not only i2 well doing but of it; they quick 
ly {ru nble and fall, and nor only fall dow 
bat fall off; not ovly fall back, bur fa 
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well, but in con:inuing your Chriſtian courſe 
well .unto the end of the conrie of your 
B-gin well, and patienily continue 
in well-doing : Perfevere in your Obedi- 


ence; Be nor weary in well-doins, Knowing 


that zz due rimme ye ſhall reap if ye faint not, 
Gal. 6. 9. And if you ve fairhful unto death, 
Chriic hath promiſed to g:ve you the Crow? . 
of Life, Rev. 2. 10. | 


More particularly, ſhew your love to 
Chriſt, 1. In your learning, keeping, at 
ſerting and maintaining of Chriſt's truths, 
2. In your publick ſpiritedneſs and zeal for 
Chriſts honour and intereſt. 3. In your vt- 
gorous reſiitance and oppoſition of Chriſts 
Enemi2s. 4. In your Following of Chrilt's 


example. 5. In your readineſs to take up 
| and patiently ro bear Chriſts croſs. 6. In 


m deſires after Chriſts preſence here, a 


longing for Chriſts ſecond appearance at 
the lalt day. | 


1. Shew your love to Chriſt in your 
learning, keeping, aſſerting and maintain- 
ing Chriſts Truths. 1. Learn Chriſt's 
Truths, acquaint your felves by diligent 
reading of the Scriptures, and other books 

G 4 that 
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that may be a help hereunto, with all fun. 
damenral truths of the Chrjſtian Religion 
in rhe firſt place, and fo go on and proceed 
further to learn tho!e truths which are ſuper. 
ſtructory ; and whatever truths you finda 
Foundation for in the Scriptures which are 
the word of Truth, receive. them, nct on- 
ly in the light of them, bur alſo in the love 
of them. If the- branches of truths be in 
your heads, and the Jeaves of them in your 


profeſſion, and the fruit of them in your lj 


actions, let the root of them be in your 
Hearts. 2. Having learned the truths of 
Chriſt as they are in Jeſus, ler them not 
hang loofe in your underſtandings, bar get 
them faſtened and fixed, and cloſe girr a- 
dout the loins of your minds; hold the 
truths of Chriſt faſt, prize them above all 
jewels,don't part withchemupon any terms; 
Tet all go, eſtate, liberty and life it ſelf, rather 
than any of this rich treaſure which Chriſt 
bath entruſted you with all, 3. Aﬀert the 
truths of Chriſt; be not aſhamed or afraid to 
own ary truths of Chiiſt in the moſt adulrte- 
rous and gain{aying generation: profels your 
belicf of Chriſt and of the truths of Chriſt, 
endeavour that the light of theſe truths may 
ſhine abroad: and caſt forth ſuch bright 
beans in the dark world-where you live, 
that others may be brought hereby unto 8 

. --—"-40E 


the kr 
your tc 


conren 
rered 
gainſa' 
againſi 
and D 
apt 30 


nour a! 
ak 5: 
centr11 


and ge 


but lo! 
ferent 
the im 
Friend 
mies t] 
of Cht 
fires 4 
Churc 
the W 


| Peace 


you h; 
lick 8 
vantay 


things 


get | 


o0T | 


1 


of the Unſeen Chrift. 147 


the knowledge of the Truth. 4. Endea- 
your to maintain Chriſt's truths. Earneſtly. 
contend for the DoCtrine of Faith once delt- 
vered to the Saints; endeavour to convince 
gainſayers, and to defend Chriſt's truths: 
againſt thoſe corrupt and erroneous opinions 
and DocCtrines, which like leaven is very 
apt to {pread and infet the minds of men, 


2, Shew your love to Chriſt in your pub- 
lick ſpiritedneſs, and zeal for Chriſt*s ho- 
nour and intereſt, Let your affections be pub- 
lick ; not private, narrow, contra-ted and: 
centring in ſelf; let your love be a publick 
and general love. Love not only Relations, 
but love all Chriſts Diſciples though of dif- 
ferent Per{waſions and intereſts, becauſe of. 
the image of Chriſt; and love not only your 
Friends that love you, bur alſo your Ene- 
mies that hate you, becanle of the command 
of Chriſt. Let your deſires be publick de- 
fires ; defire the welfare of the univerſal; 
Church, and of all Gods people throughout 
the World, and accordingly Pray for their 
Peace and Proſperity, and endeavour as 
you have opporrunity- to promote the pub-. 
lick good. nore than , your own private ad- 
vantage; ſeek not your own things, bat the 
things of Jeſus Chrift.. Let your griefs be. 
publick. griefs z grieve. not only. for: your: 

SO G-. 5; an . 


own ſins, but alio- for the ſins of others, 


\ 
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whereby Chriſt is diſhonoured in the world, 
Grievenot only for your own afflitions, but 
alio for rhe afflictions of Foſeph, Hcb. 13, 
3. Kemcmber them that are in bonds, as bound 
with them, and them which ſuffer adverſity, 
as being your ſelves alſo in the body, Youare 
inthe tame myſtical body with all Chriſt's 
afflicted members, and when ſome mem- 
bers fuffer, the ret ſhould ſuffer roo, b 

by way of ſympathy; Bleeding in "ck 
wounds and grieving in their ſorrows; be 
ready ailo to relieve any, elpeciallyChriſts 
Diſciples when they are in diſtre!s and want, 
according to your capacity and as you have 
opportunity. Employ all your Talents for 
your Maſters glory, and endeavour to pro- 
morethe intereſt of the Lord Jefus unto the 
urmolt of your abilities. 1. In reference 
to thole which are without, If you are cal- 
led your ſelves, labour to call others unto 
Chriſt, as. Andrew called Perer, Philip cal- 
l-d Nathanael unto the Mſſias, Fohn 1. 40, 
41, 4445+. If you. have found the 77:ſſias, 
or rather have been found, of him, let your 
love to Chriſt, and love to.Souls prompt 


you to endeavourthe Cbnverſion-of others | 


that are your Relations, yourFriends and Ac: 
quaintances. Put yourunconverted Friends 


in miud of their miterable Eſtates whilſt tw-| 
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whiPit ſlaves to the Devil and their own 
laſts ; mind them of Death and the fearful 
conſequences thereof to all unpardoned fin- 
ners. Tell them of Chriſt, that he is the only. 
Savioar and Redeemer of Mankind : how 
able and willing he is to ſave them, if they: 
ſeek after him and apply themſelves unto - 
him. Tell them that not long fince you were 
inthe ſame eſtate with themſelves, living in 
the practice of the lame ſins and going on in 
the ſame way to deſtruction; and that the 
Lord Htath ſhewed mercy unto you in your 
Converſion, and bringing you intoa ſtate of 
Salvation. Tel] them rhat there is mercyalto 
for them-if they look after it, that Gods. 
Grace is moſt free,. his mercy moſt plenti- 
ful, that Chriſt is moſt Gracious and caſteth 
out none that come unto him. Tell them of 
the amiableneſs of Chrift*s Perſon, of the - 


ſurpaſſing love which he hath ſhewn'to fal- 


len mankind in his-dying for: them; and. 
that though he were dead, yet heis alive 

and lives for evermore. to intercede for all: 
them that make choice of him, and make - 
uſe of him for their Advocate. Therefore 

perſwade them that they would break off 
their ſins by Repentance, which otherwiſe 


will be the ruine both of their bodies and:of : | lh 


their. Souls in. Hel}, and. without delay «that. | 
_ they, | 


& 
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t hey would come unto Chriſt and accept of 
him upon Goſpel terms. If any of you 


cannot manage thele arguments well your 


ſelves, per{ſwade them, if you can, to hear 
ſuch Miniſters and Sermons, as through 
Gods bleſſing have been effectual for your 


Converſion ; and thus you may be inſtry- 


mental to augment the Ringdom of Chriſt, 


which is one of the beſt wayes,of expreſſing 
your {ove unto Chriſt. 2. In reference to 
them which are within; labour to promote 
the intereſt of Chriſt amongſt them that are 


truly Gracious, by vigorous endeavours to 


fixengthen and eſtabliſh them, to quicken 
and cncouragethem inthe waties of the Lord: 
Communicate the expe1tences which you 
have had, as you lee there is real need; and 
ir may tend not {fo much te your praile as 
your Maſters honour. Labourin your pla- 
ces to be both ſhining and burning lights ; 
be foryard to every good word and work. 
Look upon your lelves as. the devored Ser- 
vants of Chriſt, and that you are not your 
own, and therefore lay our- your felves to 


the utmoſt for him, and give all diligence to. 


olorite him with your bodies and pi: its, 
with your Eſtates and intereſts, with your 
Sifts and talents, all which are . his, and 
ought to be at his devotion. 
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3, Shew your love to Chriſt in your vigo- 


| rous reſiſtance and oppoſition of Chriſt's E- 


nemies. - There are three grand Enemies 
of Chriſt which you-are by your.Bapti{n 
engaged to fight againſt, namely the De- 
vil, the 'Fleth, and the World which war 
both - re Chriſt, and againſt your Souls. 
This Trinicy of Advertaries agree in one, 
and combine together againſt his anointed, 
doing their utmoſt endeavour to break his 
bands, to untye his cords, and to unhinge 
his Government; they would pluck the 


| Crown off of Chriit's head could they reach 


it, and the Scepter our of his hand ; they 
would diveſt Chriſt if they could of all his 
power hete on Earth, and confine him to. 
his territories in Heaven ; but ailtheir at- 
tempts in this kind have been and will be.in- 
vainz Chrilt hath rryed the {trength of theſe 
Enemies and hath vanquiſhed them ; but 
ſ:ill ſome life and power tis left with them to 
war againit the holy leed. Youare Chriits 
Souldiers, lifted ander his banner ; ſhew 
your fidelity and your love to your Caprain 
and General, in manfully maintaining the 
tpiricual combar again{t his avd your ſpiritn- 
al Enemies:; fight the good fight of Faith, 
refiit unto blood, don't yeild upon any ac-' 
count; dildainfully turn away the Eye and 
Ear when thele Enemies would entice and 
: alkure- 
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fition again{t them, when they do molt fu- 
riouſly aſſault you ; hearken to no ſupgeſti- 
ons of the Devil, temptations of the world 
or motions of the Fleſh which would induce 
and draw you into wayes of ſin, or which 
would force and drive you out of the wayes 
of Chritt. Reliſt and oppoſe, and labour to 
ain {ome victories over theſe adverſaries 
every day; elpecially get conqueſt over the 
Fleſh, and the other two will be ſoon van- 
- nr : Chriſt ſhewed his love to you in 
ubmicting himſelf to be crucified for you); 
do you thew your love to Chriſt in crucify- 
ing your Fleſh with its affeCtions and lutts 


for his ſake, in your ſelf-denial and morti- 


fying the deeds of the body. When you de- 
ny your carnal Reaſon, your carnal Wif- 
dom, your carnal Will, your carnal Aﬀe- 
ions, yourcarial Intereſt, all inordinacies 


of your {en[ualappetite forthe ſake of Chriſt; 
when you crulh pride, envy, revenge, ma- 


lice, inordinate anger, inordinate loye, in- 


ordinate deſire, inordinate grief, luſtfulnelis-| 


and all evil concupiicence for the fake and 
becauſe of the command of Chriſt, all theſe 


are acts and evidences of love to Chriſt, and 


herein you ſhould exercife your lelves daily. 


4, Shew.your love to Chriſt in your fol- 
lowing 
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lowing of his example : diſcover your affe- 
(tion unto him in your imitation of him, in 


writing after his copy, in treading in his 


ſteps, in walking as Chriſt him'elf walked, 
wen he was here upon the Earth. Shew 
your love to Chriſt by labouring after like- 
neſs unto Chriſt, that you may be like nim 
both in your inward diipolition, and in your 
outward converlation. Chriſt was lowly, be 
you humble and mean in your own eiteem : 
Chri!r was meek, be you gentle, eaſteto be 
tntreated, and nor eaſily provoked. Chriſt 
loved God, let God be the 9bje of your: 
love. Chrilt hated fin, let fin alfo be the 
object of your hatred. Chriſt contemned 
the world, do you pet crucifyed affections. 
unto it. Chri't was compaſſonate to thoſe 
that were in diſtreſs, do you labour for the 
like bowels. Chriiruled to Worſhip pub- 
lickly in che Synagogues, to pray with his 
Dilciples, and to tp=nd time alto in ſecret 
prayer, do you give your attendance in the- 
publick aſſemblies of Gods people, wor- 


] ſhip God in your Families, and be often 


upon your knees at the Throne of Grace 
in ſecret, Chriſt's mind was a heavenly. 
mind, let the fame mind ve in you as was- 
in Chriſt. Chriſt's will was ſubmiſſive to 
his Fathers will, let the ſame will be in you. 
aS was in Chriſt. Chriſt's words were Gra- 
| Cious: 


x ; 
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cious and ecifying, let your ſpeech be al. 


wayes with Grace, ſavoury and which may 
be for edification, Chriſt's life was an a- 
Ctive life, he was alwayes doing good, and 
he was exactly holy in all his actions, be 
you aCtiveand diltgent in the ſervice of God, 
in doing good to others, and be holy as 
Chriſt was holy in all manner of converſati- 
on. Thus ſhould you ſhew your loveto Chriſt 
in following Chriſts example, and in imi- 
rating of him in every thing wherein 'you 
are capable of ſuch imitation. 


5. Shew your love to Chriſt in your rea- 
dineſs to take up and patiently bear Chriſts 
crois. I don't ſay you ſhould defire fuffer- 
ings for Chriſt ; but ſure 1 am, that trong. 
love to Chriſt will nor permit you to decline 
them ; don't go out of Gods way for them, 

neither go out of Gods way from them. If 
you meet with the crols in the way of duty, 

don't either: turn back, or ſtart aſide, bur 

chearfully take it up; and when you have 

got it up, patiently bear it, and don'tthrow 

tt off. til-God take it off. When it is your du- 
ty to ſuffer for Chriſt, look vpon it alio ro: 
be your priviledge, and be glad. of the op- 
portunity, rejoycing that you have- any 
thing to part Wichal for theſake of Chriſt, 
i it be good name, or good eſtate, or good 
Ee Fi1ends,. 
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expreſſions of love are very honourable and 
very pleaſing to your Lord and Maſter. 


6. Andlaſtly, Shew your love to Chriſt 
in your deſires after Chrift's preſence here, 
and in your longing for his ſecond appear- 
ance at the laſt day. 1. Defire Chrift's 
Gracious preſence here, and the manifeſta- 
tions thereof, that according to his promi- 


ſes he would come unto you, that he would 


draw near, and that you might feel that he 
is near. Deſire that you might haveclearer 
diſcoveries of Chriſt, and more intimate 


communion and fellowſhip with Chriſt. A- 


bove all company and felowſhip, defire the. 
company, fellowſhip and acquaintance with 
Chriſt, that you might walk with him and 
converſe with him, and thar there might be 
a daily intercourſe between Chriſt and your” 
fouls, and that all diſtances berween you, 
and ſtrangeneſs might be removed. Let your 


| loveexpreſs it ſelf in deſires afrer Chriſt when 
| he is abſent, and in delights when he is pre- 


ſent ; rejoice in the Lord exceedingly when 
he doth manifeſt himſelf unto you gracioul- 
ly ; admire his beauty and delight in his 
ſmiles; admire his love and delight in the 
perſwafions of his favour ; let the aCtings of 
your love, and the workings of it, be tuch. 

to 
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to your beloved daily. 2. Deſire alſo and 


long for the ſecond appearance of Chriſt at|} 


the laſt day ; when he faith, Surely I come 
quickly, do you fay, Amen, Even ſo come 
Lord Jeſus. Look upon: time as flow of 
heel and wing, that it runs no faſter, that 
it flies no {wifrer; look to the End of Time, 
and long for it, becauſe then wich theſe 
Eyes you ſhall fee him whom your Soul to- 
veth; becauſe then you ſhall ſee Chriſt come 


down from the Throne of God with ſuch | 


brightnels of Majeſty, and brightneſs of 
Beauty, as will tranſport you with Wonder 


and Joy. Say, When Lord Feſus wilt thou 


takes to thy ſelf thy great Poiver, and cloath 
thy ſelf with thy Authority, and come down 
to judge the World ? when wilt thou open the 
everlaſting gates of Heaven which have been 
ſpur fo long ? When wilt thou deſcend from 
Heaven with a ſhout, with the ſound of the 

reat Trumpet, and ſend thine Angels to ga- 
ther all thine Ele from the four Winds, that 
all who love thee may meet in one Society? 
when ſhall we put on our Garments of Immor- 
tality, and be caught wp in the clouds to meet 
thee in the day of thy Triumph ? When ſhall 
the day of our Coronation come, and of our 
admiſſion into the Glorious Manſions which 
thow baſt prepared for us in the Glorious Pal- 
Lace which is above ? When wilt thou (hew 4 


thy 


face * When wilt thou ſh 


V. * % 
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thy ſelf, and give us to behold thee face t0 


ew us the Father, 
and give us to behotal him immediately without 4 
Glaſs? When wilt thou ſnew us thy Glory wirch 
thou hadft with the Father before the World 
Was, and give us not only to ſee it, but alſo 
to ſhare in it ? When wilt thou open the Trea” 
ſures of thy Love, and receive us into the 
nearcſt, cloſeſt, and ſmeeteſk embratements 
thereof, and pive us to drink_of thoſe Rrvers - 


of Pleaſures which are with thee? O haſten 


Lora, haſten thy glorious appearance, that 


thou mayeſt beglorified before the whole VWorla, 


and we be glorified with thee, that we may be 
then taken to live with thee, and reign with 
ther, and be made perfeftly happy in the full 
and everlaſting enjoyment of thee, | 
Thus I have done with thefe Directions, 
the laſt thing in this Uſe of Exhortation. 
And what do you now lay after all Mo- 
tives to excite and periwade you to the 


Love of Chriſt, and DireCtions therein? _ 


Shall all bein vain ? | 

What do you ſay, Sinners ? ſhall Chriſt 
have your hearts or no ? will you harbour 
baſe luſts in your hearts, that will damn 


' you, and keep out the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


who alone can fſaveyou ? ſhall I gain no 
hearts for Chriſt by all my Sermons which 
I have preached concerning the Love of 


Chriſt ? | 
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Chriſt ? My Lord and Maſter hath ſent me 
to woe you, to. win your hearts for him, 
may I ſpeed or no? ſhall my meſſage be 
accepted, and Jeſus Chriſt the moſt lovel 
perſon find entertainment with you ? If any 
perſon or thing in the world which you do 
moſt dearly love, do ſo well deſerve your 
love, lock your ears ſtill againſt all my 
words, and let them periſh like an empty 
found in the Air; lock your hearts againſt 
Chrift, who ſtands knocking at the door, 
and give an abſolute and peremptory refu- 
| tal rogive him any room there; Bur it ig 
the whole world you cannot find out a ſyit- 
able Beloved beſides Chriſt, ifthere be no- 
thing here below but is unworthy of your 
hearts, if all inferiour things whileſt the 
bave vour chief Love do debaſe and defite 
you,and unleſs your hearts betaken off from 
them, will certainly ruine and deſtroy you 
everlaſtingly ; O then be perſwaded with- 
out any further delay to open the everlaſt- 
ing doors of your hearts, to ler Chriſt into 
them, and ſet Chriſt up in the higheſt ſear 
_ of your Aﬀections; O be perlwaded to 
give Chriſt your chief Love, to give him 
your Hearr, and your whole heart ; with 
grief and hatred [et go your hold of fin, and 
embrace the Lord Jetus Chriſt in the Arms 
of your deareſt Love. And then I would 
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fy to you, as our Saviour did to Z aches 
when he gave him entertainment in his 
houle, This day is Salvation come unto you. 
0 happy day unto you ! O happy ybu that 
ver you ' were born, if this day Chriſt 
ſhould be heartily entertained by you ! 
This then would be the day of your Con- 
rerfion, in which the Angels would rejoyce; 
and though Grief and Trouble might invade 
you for a' while becauſe of your ſin, yer 
this would make way for your ſpiritual Joy. 
Weeping might endure for a Night, bur 


[joy would come in the Morning. But O 


the Joy which you will then have in the day 
of your Coronation, when all tears ſhall be 
wiped away from your Eyes, and when 
you ſhall have admiſſion intd the glorious 
preſence of the Lord, where there is full- 
neſs of Joy and Pleaſures for evermore. 


And what do you fay, Believers ? you 


. [that have ſome. Love to Chriſt, ſhall this 


Doctrine, and theſe Sermons which I have 
preached, be a means to raiſe and height-_ 
en Your Love ? Your Love hath been too 
much mixed; will you Love Chriſt more 
purely ? your love hath been very weak ; 
will you love Chriſt more ſtrongly ? Your 
Love to Chriſt hath been but a {park ; ſhall 
it now break forth inio a flage ? after ſuch 

w blow- 
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blowings, ſhalithere heno burnings ? When 


you think of Chriſts Perſon fo amiable, his 


Love {o incomparable, his Benefits fo ineſti- 
mable, «hall nor chis fire your hearts? and 
will you not now Idve him more dearly and 
ardently than ever ? will you be per{ſwaded 
to get off your hearts from Earth and earth 
ly things, and ger up your hearts to your 
Lord which is it Heaven, and to fettle your 
Love there upon him, fo as never to with- 
draw it from him any more ?. Will you love 
the Lord Jeſus much, whom you can ne- 


ver love too much ? will you now dwell in 


the Love of Chriſt, and be more frequent 
and fervent 1n the aCtings of ir? Then, Q 
what comfort would you find in your Love! 
and 'what {weetneſs in the ſenſe of Chriſts 
Love! This would be the {ureſt Evidence 
that Chriſt loveth you, becauſe Chriſt lo- 
veth firſt; and how would this ſ{weeten your 
pallage through the Valley of AfMiction, 
and through the Valley of Death. This 
would {weeten a bitter cup, and make a 
ſweet cup more {weet. In Life, the ſenſe 
of Chriſts Love will be better rhan Life ; 


but at Death this will be the onely ſtay and 
ſupport which you can have; nothing elſe 


can give any well-grounded comfort in a 
dying hour. Death rageth and playeth the 
Tyrant every Were, ſhooteth his _— 
hither 
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hicher and thither ; ſometimes he ſmiterk 
thoſe rhat are Elder than your ſelves, and 
ſometimes thoſe that are Younger ; fome- 
times thoſe that are weaker than your telves, 
hmerimes thoſe that are ſtronger; ſometimes 


'Ithoſe that are better, ſometimes thoſe that 
[are worſe ;- ſometimes the righteous are 


ſmitten, ſometimesthe wicked; ſometimes 
the profane, and ſometimes the Profeſlors ; 


| [that all might be awakened to prepare. And 


what is it that can give you comfort when 
you come to the ſides of the pit? You may 


[have the Love of your dear Yoke-fellows, 
|weeping and mourning at your Bed-fide, 


Children, Kindred and Friends wringing 


|theirhands, and looking with a pitiful coun- 


tenance upon you, grieving to part with 
you ; but what comfort can all their Love 
yield unto your departing Spirits ? Their 
Love may diſturb you, and make you the 
more unwilling to dye and leave them, be- 


.; [caute they are 1o unwilling to part with you. 


But the Love of Chriſt and ſenſe thereof, 
will be a Comfort indeed, becauſe he is a 


[Friend whom you are not departing from, 
[but going unto. 
Jthen 


And O the delight which 
you may have, when Friends look 
moſt iad, and Death looks moſt grim, when 
the trembling Joynts, the clammy Sweats, 
the intermitting Puiſe, the falling Jawes, 
the 
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* the ratling Throat, and other ſymptoms 


give notice of near approaching Death; 


then to think, / am now come not only to the 
Doer of Eternity bat alſo to the Gate of my Fa- 
thers Houſe,where many Saints are gone befor 
me, and many Angels'\are attending for me, 
and where my dearly beloved Feſus is, and 


hath prepared for my Reception and eternal | 


Habitation, Here are Fricnds about my Bed: 
fide, who ere long will convey this Body to the 
Grave, to be fed upon by Worms; but here 
are Augels at my Bed-ſfide waiting for ny 
Soul, that ſo ſoon as it 1s looſned from this 
aying Carkaſe, they may convey me to the hea- 
venly Paradiſe : FVithin a few minutes now, 
and I ſhall be with my deareſt Lord, where 
my Faith will be ſwallowed up in Viſion,. my 
Hope in Fruition, and my Love will come to 
Perfection. O the Glorious Light which there 
and then will ſhine into every corner of my 
mind ! O the' Love and Joy and ineffabl: De- 
light, when I come to ſee and enjoy and live, 
for ever with my moſt dearly Beloved! This, 
This onely will make you willing to Dye, 
and this ſenie of Chriſts Love will effectu- 
ally fweeten your pallage through the dark 
entry of Death. | 
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AN 
APPENDIX 
Concerning 
Chriſt's Manifeſtation of Himſelf 

unto them that love him. 


—_— ——_— 


Joh. XIV. latter part of ver/. 21.. 


—— And he that loveth me, ſhall be lo- 


ved of my Father, and I will love 
him, and will manifeſt my ſelf unt 


£72þ. 


E read, Luk. 4.22. And all bare 
him witneſs, and wondered at 
the gracious words which proceed- 


ed out of his mouth. Never did ſuch gracious 
and ſweet words drop from the lips of any 
man that ever lived, as thoſe from the lips 
of Chriſt when he was here upon the Earth 
and of all Chriſt's words, thoſe which he 
lpake to bis Diſciples r* his laft Sermon, Fo 

ore 
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fore his laſt Suffering, in the 14, 15, and feſt 
16. Chapters of Fohn, are Superlatively| gh 
1weet, and none more {weet in this Sermon] Chi, 
than the words of my Text read unto you,| jgye 
Lind he that loverh me ſhall be loved of ny plica 
Father, and I will love him, and will man. 
feſt my ſelf unto him. In the former pat] —— 
of the verſe we have the Character of one 
that doth truly iove Chriſt: He that hath 
my Commandments and keepeth them, heit u| | \ 
that loveth me, In the latter part of the 
verſe which is my Text, we have the Priviſ 
ledge of one that doth truly love Chriſt} qak« 
and that is in three Promifes which Chril gjes 
doth make unto him: 1. He that loveth m| he dg 
| (hall be loved of my Father. 2. And I willl foe 
ove him. 3. And will manifeſt my ſelf ut| anqb 
ro him. It is the laſt of theſe Promiſes whid| ency 
I ſhall ſpeak unto by way of Appendix unto] þeaur 
my Treatiſe of the Love which true Chriſtt| ger { 
ans have and ought to have unto Chriſt, and| fgye . 
' that is the Promiſe of Chriſts manifeſting] qyre 
himſelf unto ſuch as love him. - And the aq þ 
Doctrine is this. count 

Doct. That Chrift will manifeſt himſelf the by 
unto ſuch as love him. | | give 1 
' In handling of this point I ſhall ſhewy tign c 

1. What itis for Chriſt to manifeſt himſell gg, 
2. That Chriſt will manifeſt himſelf to then had & 
thatlove him. 3. How Chrift doth m of C 
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feſt himſelf unto ſuch. 4. When Chriſt 
doth manifeſt himſelf anto ſuch . 5. Where 
Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelf unto ſuch as 
love him. 6. Andlaſtly, make fome Ap- 
plication. 


lo nt 


SECTION 1. 
' } Hat it is for Chriſt to manifeſt 


Je 

V Himſelf? 

1. Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelf when he 
maketh a clearer diſcovery unto his Dilci- 
ples of the excellency of his Perſon, when 
he doth further unveil himſelf, and lets forth 


{ will ſ9me beams and rays, with greater luſtre 
f uh and brightneſs, to diſcover more of the ori- 
y hich ency and tranfcendency of his foul-raviſhing 

un! beauty unto them, which they had but a dim- 
wilt] mer fight and darker apprehenſions of be- 
> 1 fore; and this is done when Chriſt doth 


eſting 
4 the 


imel 


more fully impart of the ſpirit of Wildom 
and Revelation unto them. Upon this ac- 
count the Apoſtle did pray in the behalf of 


the believing Epheſians, that the Lord would 


| give them the {pirit of wiſdom and Revela- 
ſhewy 


mſelt. 


tion to enlighten their underſtandings in the 
knowledge of him, Eph. 1. 16,17,18. They 


the had the Spirit before, and ſome knowledge 


m_ of Chriſt before, y he prayes that God 
7 ed 


2 would 
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would give them fuller meaſures of the (pi- 
rit, to make a clearer diſcovery of Chriſt ; 
that the eyes of cheir underſtandings might 
be more and more enlightned unto a more 
{piritual diſcerning of the ſurpaſſing Beauty 
and Excellency in Chrifts -perſon, in the 
knowledge of whom the moſt enlightned 
Chriſtians are capable of further growth un- 
to theend of their life : tience the Exhorta- 


tion of the Apoſtle Pier, 2 Per. 3.18. But: 


row in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. 

2. Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelf, when he 
maketh a deep impreſſion, and giveth a 
ſweet ſenſe to his Diiciples of his preſence, 
Chriſt is never really ablent from fhich as 
Love him, but he may ſeem to be lo fome- 
times, they may apprehend him to be afar 
off, he may and ofren doth withdraw the 
ſenile of his preſence, Cart. 5. 6. I opened to 
my beloved, but my beloved had withdrawn 


himſelf and was gone. Chriſt doth manifeſt 


himſelf, when he doth draw near to his peo- | 


ple, and maketh them feel that he 1s near, 
giving them a ſweet ſenſe of his preſence 
rrough the powerful breathings of his Spi- 
rit upon them, whereby their hearts are 
quickned and enlarged, and drawn forth to- 
wards himleif, and their graces excited un- 
to powerful exercite, 

s, And 
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3. And chiefly Chriſt doth manifeſt him” 
ſelf, when he makes diſcovery of his Love 
unto. them that love him ; when he pives 
them to {ee not only the beauty of his face, 
but allo the {miles of his face, when he gives 
them to behold the amiableneſs of his coun- 
tenance, and withall lifts up upon them the 
light of his countenance, when he ſheddeth 


Jabroad the ſenſe of his Love into their 


hearts, giving them a full perſwaſion of his 
ſpecial Love unto them, and allo a {weer 


ſenſe thereof. Thus Chriſt doth fomerime 


look kindly, and ſpeak kindly unto his peo- 
ple; and this ſweet Languape is not ipoken 
to the ear of the body, but inwardly by his 
ppirit to their Souls, when he faith to the 
foul, 1 am thy Salvation and thy Saviour, [ 
have loved thee with an everlaſtins Love, 
and my Love is unchangeable; The Moun- 
tains ſhall depart and the hills be removed, 
but my loving kindneſs ſhall newer depart, and 
be removed from thee. I have given niy ſelf 
for thee, and 1 have given my ſelf unto thee, 
and [ will never repent of this gift. TI have 
choſen thee for my ſelf, called and joyned thee 
nro my ſelf,, and I will never repent of this 
choice, nor ſuffer thee to be disjoyned from 
me for ever. I have thee upon my heart, and 


keep thee in my hand, and no powers of Earth 
ow Hell (hall be able to pluck thee thence ; [ 
3+ 3 have 
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bave given thee my grace, and Twill ſhew thee 
my glory, and ere long 1 will appear in the 
world and receive thee to my (elf, that where 
T am there thou mayeſt be alſo. Dry up then 
thy tears, clear up thy countenance, baniſh 
thy fears, droop no longer, deſpond no more ; 
but be of good chear, thy ſins are forgiven 
thee, thy name is written in my book which 
m0ne can blot out. Thou haſt a trrue Love 
for me, and my Father himſelf lovath thee, 
and I love thee with a moſt endeared Love: 
and therefore do not queſtion or doubt of my 
Love any more. Thus Chrift doth mani- 
feſt himſelf and his Love ſometimes unto 
drooping deſponding ſouls, 


DD ——_— 
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2 Hat Chriſt will manifeſt himſelf un- 

to them that love him, appears, in 
that his Love doth engage him, and. his 
word doth engage him hereunto. His Love 


doth engage him: The Love of Chriſt is like 


fire, that cannot conceal it ſelf long, and. 
no fire lo ſtrong, and hath ſuch a vehement 
flame as the Love of Chriſt to his people. 


Foſeph had a great love to his Brethren not- | 


withſtanding all their unkindneſs, and ab 


though he concealed himtfelf for a WR, 
an 
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Jand ſpake roughly unto them, yet afcer 


they were ſenſible of their fault, and were 
filled with perplexing fears, he could con- 
ceal himfelf no longer from them, as in 
Gen. 45. 1, 2+ Them Jojeph could not refrain 
himſelf before all that ſtood by him, and he 
wept aloud, and ſaid unto his brethren, I ans 
foſeph, and ver. 4. Joſeph ſaid unto his bre- 
thren, come near me, I am Joſeph your bro- 
ther whom ye ſold into Ecypt. So Chriſt may 
conceal himſelf for a while from his people, 
whatever love he hath to them, and what- 
ever they have to him. Some unkindneſfles 
they have ſhewn may be the cauſe of. this 


hiding, ; but when they are ſenſible of their 


fault, fail of grief and perplexity for their 
offences, his Love will not permit him to 


hide himſelf much longer; His Love will 


engage him to maniteſt and dilcover him- 
ſelf, and fay, I am Jelus your Saviour, 
come near me my brethren, come near me, 
thac you may have a clearer view of me, 
that ye may know me, and know that I do 
love you. The Word allo of Chriſt doth 


| engage him to manifeſt himſelf unto them 


that Love him; It is Chriſts promiſe here 


in the Text, He that loveth me ſhall. be loved 


of my Father, and I will Love him, and will 


manifeſt my ſelf unto him.. Chtiiſts word is 
ſure, true and faithful is Chriſts. name ; the 


H.4. ordi- 
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ordinances of the Heavens may ſooner fait, feed, | 
than Chriſt tail of his Word and Promile. ſhould 


makes 
ow be 

SECTION HEL tion of 

cer hir 

3. T FF Ow Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelf []$heba 1 
unto them that Love him. proſpe 


1. Chriſt doth here in this world mani- Freporr | 
fat himſelf but in part and darkly. The | 4#s, 
Soul is not now capable of the fulleſt and Jnr the 
cleareſt Manifeſtation of Chriſt. This is a [ſee :t 
Happineſs reſerved for the other world : |me, :/ 
1 7oh. 3.2. Beloved, now are we the ſons of [fame t 
God, and it doth not yet appear what we ſhall Chriſt 
be; but we know that when he ſhall appear, |of the 
we ſnall be like him,for weſhall ſee him as hets, [nowe' 
Joh.17.24. Father 1 will that they alſo whom |Beaut! 
rhou haſt gtven me be with me where I am, |perfec 
that they may behold my glory which thou haſt [not or 
Triven me. It is hereafter that Chriſts Diſci- Jlinels 
ples ſhall be perfectly like unto Chriſt, and ſuch | 
ſhall have a perfect Manifeſtation of Chriſt, in Cl! 
that they ſhall ſee him as he is : It is hereaf- the c: 
ter that they ſhall behold his gtory. The |fuily t 
Iaftre and brightneſs of Chriſts glory is fo himle 
great that ſhould he now let forth the beams | 15 but 
thereof upon them, it would dazle and a- | but d: 
maze them, ir would ſtrike them blind, |Iight, 
yea it would ſtrike them dead; there is | i» pa 
| need, 


EE 
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fait, feed, becauſe of their weakneſs, that Chriſt 
>. Jhould keep a veil on his face, when he 
makes diſcovery of himſelf : they cannor: * 
iow bear the full patefation and manifeſta-- 
ton of Chriſt ; therefore Chriſt doth diſco- 
ier himſelf but in part. As the Queen of 
1elf [Sheba faith concerning Solomons wildom and: 
proſperity,. 1 Keng. 10.6,7. It was a true 
ant- Jreport that I kheardin mine own land of thy 
[he [4ts, and thy wiſdom; howbeit I believed 
and [not the words, until I came and mine eyes had- 
s a ſſeerr it; and behold the one half was not told 
Id : |me, thy wiſdom and' proſperity exceedeth the 
s of [fame thereof. It is not the one half which: 
mall |Chriſts Diſciples donow hear or can diſcern! 
ar, of their maſters exceilencies. It hath: not: 
75, [nowentred into their hearts to conceive what - 
074 [Beauties and Glories avd moſt admirable 
mm, [perfectionsthere are hid in their Beloved 
aſk [not only Chriſts Love but alio Chriſts Love- 
ci- Flinels doth paſs their knowledge. There are ' 
nd [ſuch dimenſions of moſt wonderful Glory 
ﬆ&, |in Chriſts perton, as do infinitely tran!cend* 
zf- [the capacity of the moſt elevated minds, . 
he |fuily ro comprehend. * Chriſt doth manifeſt” 
ſo. | him{eIf truly to them that Love him, yet it- 
ns |is but partly, and thar but a little part; 1c 1s- 
a- | but darkly by the beams-of a more ob'cure* 
d, [light, 1-Coz. 13.9, 10, 11, 12. For we now” 
is. | in part, and propheſic inpart , Bug whenthas' 
H: 5 rhicks 
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mhich ts perſe&t is come, then that which is in 
part (hall be done away : When I was a child I 
ſpake as a child, ] underſtood asachild,T thought 
as 4 child; but when Ibecame a man I put a- 
way childiſh things : For now we ſee thorow a 
glaſs darkly, but then Face to Face; Nowl 
know tn part,then I ſhall know 4s I am known. 
We Miniſters Propheſie but in part, wecan 
tel] you but a little of what there really is in 
Chriſt, and both we and you know bur in 
part ; our conceptions of Chriſts excellen- 
eies and our expreſſions now are ct:ildiſh, 
hereafcer there will be a perfect manifeſtati- 


on of Chriſt, and then all imperfections of 


knowledge will be removed. Now you 
may ſee Chriſt, but it is through a glaſs 
darkly ; hereafter face to face. Indeed itis 
faid,. 2 Cor. 3. 18. IVe all with open face be- 


 kalding as in a glaſs the Glory of the Lord are 


charged, &c. There is a comparative open 
diſcovery of Chriſt now in- Goſpel-times, 
over what there was under the Law ; the 
veil of Types and Figures, which covered 
and in a great meaſure hid Chriſt from their 
view, 15 10w removed,our face is now open 
irom that vei}, but Chriſts face 1s not fully 
open, there 15 a plas ſtill between our eye 
and Chriſts face ( the glaſs of Ordinances, 
which though it doth help usto ſeehim, yet 
it keeps us from the cleareſt dilcovery - 
kym 
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*[dually unto them that Love him. 
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him) we fee but thorow-a glaſs darkly ; 


our eyes now need this glats to help our 


weakneſs, and that we may ſee what we do- 
ſee : there is a time coming when we ſhall 
be above the need andule of the Ordinance- 
glaſſes, I mean when we ſhall ſee Chriſtface- 
to face, and know him in heaven as we are- 


[known by bim. 


2. Chriir doth now manifeſt himſelf gra-- 
Chriſt 
doth not ſhew at once andaltogether what 


ſhe means to diſcover of himlelf and of his 


Love, but he doth it by degrees, a little at 
one time, and alittle at another time, alit- 
tle in this Ordinance, and a little in that; 


now he lets down lome comfortable beams- 
[of the lightof his countenance into the Soul ; 


by and by clouds do ariſe and obſcure this- 
light, anddarkneſs is upon the ſpirit; Some-- 
times Chrilr opens the curtain and looks up- 
on the Soul, gives gracious ſmiles; by and 


[by the curtain is drawn, and his faceis hid; 


now he appears, and then he diſappears ; 
he manifeſterh himſelf at one time, with- 
draws himſelf at another time, and fo ads 


[his people on from one difcovery of himſelf. 
5, [unto another, until he bringeth them at laſt 


unto the full diſcovery of himſelfin Glory. 


vo 
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3. Chriſt doth manifeſt himlelf moſt 


{weetly unto them that Love him, eſpecial- 


ly after long abſence. When the Soul hath 
been ſeeking and cannot find him, wandring 


in the wilderneſs under amazing fears, per- 
plexing doubts, doleſul de{pondencies, ſink- 
12g aad heart- overwhelming grief; after a 
black night of deep deſertion, Oh how 
tweets the day ſpring from on high ! Oh 


how. comfortable are the bright beams of 
the morning light ! when: he ſhineth upon 


their dark and dejected and ſorrowful ipi- 
rits, giving them to know afluredly 
they are the dearly beloved of his Soul, 


that he hath not forgotten them, rhac he. 


will not forſake them, that he hath a- more 
tender Love unto them than the mother to 


| her ſucking child! Oh the raviſhments of- 


ipiric !- Oh the tranſports of Soul which do 


ariſe from hence! O: the: longs which are- 


then in their mouths !' This- is our beloved, 
we have waited for him ; this is our dear: 
Redeemer we have truſted in him. Tongue- 


cannot expreſs the delight, the joy and glad-. | 


nels of heart which doth ari{e- from the ma-: 
uifeftation of Chriſts preſence and love; the. 


joy of harveſt, the joy of-the Bridegroom: 


on the wed&ing day, the: joy of victory and 
teking great ipoils from an-Enemy, the joy- 
af a poor. man in fitiding great treatures z 


and; 


that 


F 
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and the greateſt delight which ever was 
found in the {weeteſt ſenſual enjoyment is 
not worthy to be compared with the joyes- 
and exultings-of heart, inthe manifeſtation- 


of Chriſt unco the Skll. 


ſh 


SECTION IV. 


4 E 7 Hen doth Chriſt manifeſt him- 
VV {elf unto them tharlove him ? 

1. Sometime Chriſt doth quickly mani- 
feſt himſelf, aicer a lictle ſeeking; ſome. 
young Converts have early and {oon dilco- 
veries of Chriſt and his love; they are caſt. 
down for a little while, and Chriſt ſoon 
comes unto them and lifts them. up again.. 
Weeping endures but for a nignt,and that a 
ſhort tummer night, and joy cometh early 
in the morning. They have the Spirit of bon- 
dage who awakeneth them to fear, by and: 
by the Spiric of Adoption doth graciouſly vi- 
fit them, and make diſcovery of their rela-. 
tionto the Father, the love of their Saviour, 
and ſheddeth abroad the lenle of his love in- 
to their hearts.. 


' 2, Sometimes Chriſt is long before he 
manifeſt himſelf ; it is long before ſome do 
ſeck Chrif, and itis long betore./uch do find 
| him ;: 


| 
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him. Chrift wairs long to be gracious unto | 


them, and Chriſt doth often makethem wair 
long before he manifeſteth to them his loving 
kindnefles; yea ſometimes early ſeekersare 


not early finders. Chrift makes ſome wait 


a long time to try their faith and patience, 
their love and obedience, and that he may 
preparethem for more than ordinary com- 
forts and {weetneſs which he intendeth to 
give inthediſcovery of himſelf unto them. 


3. Sometimes Chriſt doth ſuddenly ma- 
nifeſt himſelf unto them thar lovehim, Cazr. 
6. 12. Or ever I was aware, my Soul made 
me like the Chariots of Amminadib : or ever 
they are aware they leethe Chariots of 1/ra- 
el and the horſemen thereof, and the Lord 
Je!us doth come unto them in the Chariots 
of Salvation with ſuch Glory and Luſtre as 
doth tranſport and amaze them. Some Chri- 
ſtians that truly love Chriſt, have fought 
him inthis Ordinance, and have uot found 
him, and they have {ought Chriſt in that 
Ordinance, and havenot found him ; they 
have been looking and waiting and hoping 
that at this time Chrit would diicover him- 
ſelf, or at that time he would diicover him- 
felf, and ſtill he hath hid himlelf, Rill they 


have come oft with dilappaintmen: : this. 


hath been their Grief, this they have com- 
| plained: 
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plained of before God, and they have been: 
under fears leſt they ſhould never ſee him, 
never meet with him atal]; hereupon their 
Spirits have been ready to fail and fink with- 
in them, and in dilſcouragement they have 
been ready to {ay or think that all their la- 
bour would be in vain; and yet they have 
refolved to ſeek him to their death, and 
though he ſhould kill them, to put their 
truſt in him: And behold ona tudden, when 
they have had the leaſt expectation, and 
their hope hath been ready to giveup the 
Ghoſt, they have met with Chriſt, and 
found him whom their Soul loveth; on a 
ſudden the Veil of the Temple hath been 
rent, and they have teen their Beloved in 
the Holy of Holies; on a ſudden the clouds 


have fled, their darknels hath paſſed away, 


and thelight hath ſhined; the North-wind of 
trouble hath cealed, and the ſweet Southern. 
Gales have blown upon them; I mean they 
have been under fuch ſhinings and breathings 
of the Spirit, that they have ſeen and feltthe 
pre'ence of Chriſt ; and ſuch a ſweer tenſe 
of his Love, as hath filled them with Soul- 
raviſhing Joy. 


4. Chriſt doth manifeſt himſeif Seaſona- 
bly unto them that Love him. Though he 
doth not alwayes manifeſt himlelf when 
they 
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they moſt defire, yet he doth manifeſt him-- 


ſelf when they have moſt need, and then 
they have moſt need when they are moſt 


low ; when they are moſt low in their Spi-- 
rits, moſt poor and mean in their own e- 


ſteem, as well as moſt low in their conditi- 


on through Affliction and Trouble; Humi- 
lity and Patience under Afﬀiction, doth- 
make way for the Experience of Chrilts ma- 


nifeſtation. Chritt doth many times referve 


his Cordials for the fainting firs, and the 


{weerei{r Conlolations in the diſcoveries of 


his Love for the time of the grearelt Adver-- | 


ſy ; eſpecially, when the trouble is for his 
lake, he 1s graciouſly preſent; John had 
his Viſions when he was Banifthed for the 
{ſake of Chriſt unto the Iſle Parmos ; and: 
when all men forlook Pal at his an{wer 
before Nero, then the Lord came to him, 
ſfrood by him and {trengthned him, 


SECLION--YV. 


F, WV lr doth Chriſt manifeſt him- 
{elf anto them that love him ? 

Thistsin the way of his Ordinances, there 

he doth waik, there he doth appzar unto: 

his People. Sometimes Chrilt duth manifeir 

kimlelf in the way of private Orginances; 

when: 
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when they ſeck him in their Families, or 
mn their Cloſets, when they ſpeak of him 
in conference, or when they think of him 
n their Meditation and Contemplation 
ſometimes Chriſt doth manifeſt himlelf unto 
them that love him in the way of Publick 
Ordinances, in Publick Prayer or Faſting, 
in hearing of the Word, or when they are 
Feaſting at his Table; eſpecially in this laft 
mentioned Ordinance Chriſt .doth frequent- 
ly manifeſt himlelf unto his Dilciples moſt 
tweetly: At the Lords Table, the Lord 
doth appear; in breaking of Bread he di: 
covers himſelf, as to the Diſciples that went 
to Emmaus ; int his Banqueting houſe he 
gives them to feaſt on his Love; There are 
many who cen fay by experience, that if 
ever they met with Chriſt in their Lives, 


| and in any Ordinance, they have mer with 


him at the Sacrament, there he hath unveil- 
ed his face, there he hath revealed his Love, 
there he hath breathed uponthem by nis Spi- 
rir, there they have found and felt the Lord 
to be near. 


wad © "4 
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SECTION: YH; 


[[ Come now tothe Application: And here 
L that | may to give to every one his Por- 
tion, I ſhall ſpeak, 1. To you that have 
no Love unto Chriſt: 2. To you that have 
tome Love to Chriſt, but are without theſe 
Manifeſtations: 3. To you that both love 


Chrift, and have Manifeſtations of his love 
unto you. 


Uſe 1. The Firſt Uſe doth concern ſuch 
as have no love at all unto Chriſt, Chriſt 
will manifeſt himſelf unto them that love 
him; this is. Childrens Bread, and doth 
not belong to you, becaute you do not be- 
long unto Chritt, This is a choiſe and moſt 
rich Priviledge, but you have nothing to 
do with it ; Procul ite Profani. Avaunt all 
ye profane ones, all ye unclean ones, all 
ye ungodly ones, all Unbelievers whatſo- 
ever, who being wichout Fairh, are alſo 
without Love to Chriſt ; ſee that you come 
not near to lay your unclean hands upon 
this moſt excellent Promiſe; never look 
for any diicovery of Chriſts love unto you 
whileſt you go on in ways of Sin, whileſt you 
are in your Natural Eſtate, I believe ſome 
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of- you may be ready to ſay, IWhat if 
Chriſt doth not mamfeſt himſelf unto us ? 
let us have our Honours and Dignity, let 
us have our Wealth and Plenty, let us have 
or Friends and Delights, and let who will 
look after thoſe aiery and fanciful Satisfa- 
tions in Chriſts Manifeſtation. Sinners, 
is this your language either of.tongue or 
heart? Let me tell you, one day you 
will fing another tune, you will be of 
another mind ; one day you will acknow- 
ledge, that all the Happineſs which you 
ſo eagerly purſued in the ſweeteſt crea- 
ture-enjoyments, was but a Fancy, that 
it was thin, light and ajery ; that it was 
vain and empty, when all is fled away 
and nothing left behind but Stings and 
bitter Grief, but inward wounds, gripes, 
and dreads, upon the fight of approach- 
ing Death, and under apprehenfions of 
approaching Wrath, and eternal Tor- 
ments in Hell. Then what would you 
Sive for an Intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt, and 


| a well-grounded Perſwaſion of his ſpecial 


L ove unto your Souls ? Then the Mant- 
feſtations of Chrilt will appear to be no 
alery thing, and that nothing beſides this 
can rationally ſupport your Souls when 
you come to the Borders of the Grave, 
and to the Confines of Eternity. 0 
. ex 
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let me further tell you that have no lov© 
to Chriſt, that although Chriſt, whileſt 
you are ſuch, will never manifeſt himſelf 
unto you in a way of Love, yet there 
1s a Day coming when he wil Manifeſt 
himſelf unto you, but this Manifeſtation 
will be with a Vengeance, it will be in a 
way of moſt Furious anger; I mean, at 
the laſt day of Judgement, when Chriſt 
wiil be revealed from Heaven, not only 
to thoſe that Love him, but allo to thote 
that Hate him, for every eye ſhall then 
ſee him, and he will come in flaming Fire 
to take Vengeance upon you that have 
4 obeyed this Goſpel-Precept, to Loye 
im. 
awaken you to fear and fly from Sin, which 
otherwiſe will be your ruine and eternal 
Perdiction. And O that withall you would 
be perſwaded to apply your ſelves unto 
the Lord Jens Chrift by Faith, that you 
may hereby have Intereſt in him, and in 
that great Salvation which he hath pur- 
chaſed for you, and which in the Goſpel 
is freely rendred unto you! and this Faith 
tm Chriſt would work Love to Chriſt, 
and put you in a capacity of thefe Ma- 
pmons of Chriſts Love unto your 
ouls. | 


SECT. 


The Conſideration of this ſhould. 


Uſe 2. 
to Ch 


ſtation 
Sal 
ſration 


Manif 


'Þ 

feſtaic 
are YC 
ago \ 
"i 
with © 
hath l 
hath - 
and n 
as YE 
fortal 
Chrit 
and 

[been 
take | 
unto 
as to 
der C 


Chrifts Manifeſtation, &c. 183 


— 


SECTION VILE 


He ſecond Uſe concerneth ſuch 
of you as have ſome Love un- 
to Chriſt, but are without theſe Manife- 
ſtations. And there are two ſorts of ſuch: 
1. Some of you never had thele Manife- 
ſrations. 2. Some of you have had theſs 
Manifeſtations, but have loſt them. 


Uſe 2. 


1. Some of you never had theſe Mani- ' 
feſtaions of Chriits Love. It may be you 
are young and raw Chriſtians z a little while 
ago you were forward Scholars in the 


[School of the Devil, and ferved divers laſts 


with all your might and ſrrength; the Lord 
hath lately hedg'd up your way with thorns, 
hath opened your eyes to lee your fins, 
and made you ſenſible of your danger, bur 
as yet your eyes are not openas to any com- 
fortable ſight of your Saviour, Indeed 
Chriit hath been revealed unto you as able 
and willing to fave you, and you have 
been drawn by the Word and Spirit to 
take hold on him, and to give up your ſelves 
unto him; but as yet you are in the dark 
as to your Spiritual Eſtate, you are un- 
der doubts and fears of unſoundneſs and 
rotten- 
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rottenneſs at heart, that you are Hypo- 
crites, and ſhall fall away, as other Pro- 
feſlors like your ſelves have done ; you 
fear you ſhall one day periſh by the hand 
of Saul, that the Devil and your own 
Luſts will be roo hard for you, and pre. 
vail lo far with you, as to pull you back 
into wayes of Sin, and thereby to pull 
you down into the bottomleis Pit of Hell, 
This cauterh a dread upon your Spirits, 
and fearful apprehenſions of Gods wrath 
and furure Vengeance; this fercheth ma- 
ny a ſad and heavy "gi from your brealts, 
many a briniſh tear from your eyes, you 
are troubled, bowed down preatly, - and 
So mourning all the day: Yet you are 
reſolved to give your attendance ſtill un- 
to Ordinances, and there to wait upon 
the Lord, and for the Lord; you are re- 
folved , notwithſtanding all dilcourage- 
ments, that you will be the Lords, though 
you Know not whether he be yours; you 
are relolved thar Chriſt ſhall have your 
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hearts, and you will venture your Souls ! 


upon him, though you know not whe- 
ther you are accepted by him. This may 
be a Ule of Encouragement unto you: 
certainly you are ſuch as love Chriſt, and 
are beloved by Chriſt, and Chrilt will 
manifeſt himſelf unto ſyugh as have ſuch 
Love; 
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Love; let me tell. you, that Chriſt is not 
far from you, whatever you may appre- 
hend, though he be out of your ſight, 
yet you are-.not out of his, his eye is 
upon you, and his heart is towards you; 
he hears all your ſighs, he ſees all your 
tears, he pities you, and ſympathizeth 
with you in all your Griefs; he loves 
you, and e're long will let you know 1t; 
he is now preparing you for {weet diſco- 
veries of himſelf, and e're long he will 
give you thoſe dilcoveries. If you fol- 
low on to ſeek him, he will certainly 
and may ſuddenly be found of you: And 
who knows bur this may be the time of 
Chrilt's manifeſting his Love? It may 
be whileſt you are Reading this Dilcourle, 
you may have a glimple of his face, and 
hear his Voice ſaying unto you, Be of 
good cheer, your ſms are forgiven you. 
Lifr up the Hands that hang down, life 
up the Heart that is caſt down; Look 
up then dejected Soul, thy Saviour is be- 
fore thee, open thine Eyes and look, 
look wich the Eye of Faith, canſt thou 
not ſee a marvelJous Beaury in his. coun» 
tenance? dolt thou not perceive tome 
{miles in his Face, fome Smiles apon 
thy Soul ? Do{t thou nor feel his Spirit 
{ſweetly breathing upon thine heart, per- 
ſwading 
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—_— thee, and giving thee a {weet 
{enſe of Chriſt's peculiar Love unto thee? 


Doſt thou not perceive ſome inward 
knockings at the door of thine heart, and 
hear ſome inward callings? Open to me, 
and I will come in and ſup with thee, 
This is the Voice of thy Beloved ; make 


haſte and open to him, open all the Fa. 


culties of thy Soul, lift up the Everlaſt 
ins Gates to this King of Glory ; ſend 
forth the  Handmaids of thy Deſires to 
invite the Lord in, let thy 'Faith take 
hold on him and uſher him into thy Soul, 
and then embrace him in the Arms of thy 


deareſt Love, and give him ſuch enter-. 


rainment that he may abide with thee for 
ever. 

2. There are others of you have had 
ſome manifeſtations of Chriſt unto you 
formerly, but you have loft them: your 
beloved hath withdrawn himſelf and is 
gone, you call and he giveth no anſwer, 
you ſeek him, but you cannot find him. 
Time hath been when your Lord was pre- 
ſent, and gave you Gracious viſits fre- 
quently, many a ſecret imile you have 
ſeen in his face, many a comfortable word 
you have had from his mouth, many a 
love-token you have received at his hand : 


Time hath been when you had your evi- 
cences 
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dences written out fair and clean, with the 
Seal of the Spirit ſet 'unto them, and 'how 


exceedingly did you then rejoyce inthe ſenſe 


of Chriſts love ! how did you feaſt your 
ſelves upon his rich entertainment of Gotpel- 


priviledges, which through him you were in-. . 
veſted withall! And O the admirings which 


then you hadiof free Grace ! O the ſweet 


metlrings of heatt in the kindly ſenſe of fin ! 


O the enlargements of defire which you had 


in your Prayers! O the burnings of Love to 


Chriſt which you have oftenfelt in your bo- 
foms! O the lively hopes which you had,and 
ineffable delight in hope of the glory of God! 


| Butnow there is a ſtrange decay within you 


of Grace,and alteration as if youwere not the 
ſame men and women as youwere before:you 
have withdrawn your ſelves from Chriſt, & 
he hath withdrawn himſelffrom your ſouls ; 
you have let down your watch,and the Devil 

hath gotadvantageagainſt youby his devices, 
he hath watched his opportunity,and entang- 


- [led you in the ſnares of {ome fins ; whilſt you 


have heedleſly gone to the utmoſt confines. 
of Duty,and been upon the borders of fin, the 
Devil hazh {ent forth a {quadron of temptati. 
ons,not with fiery darts,but with ſilkencords, 


which have treated and parlyed with you, to 
: [entice and per{wade to go alittle further ; 


they have told you what pleaſant fruit doth 
|  - grow 
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crow Within thole borders, moſt ſweet and 
delicious to the taſte ; that there are Silver 
aud Gold Mines which you might quickly 
dig up, and find precious ſubſtance ; that 
there you might have honour and eſteem, and 
what would you turn your back upon all 
theſe ? would you be fo nice and ſtrict as not 
ro diipenle with a little duty ? as not to ſtep 
over the hedge a little way, where the de- 
lights and advantage would be fo great, 


And if you have heſitated, they have rold 


you that it was very diſputable, whether 
the confines of Duty did not reach beyond 
the place which they would bring you unto, 
propounding the example of others of the 
{amereligious Profeſſion, that have frequent- 
ly gone to far, and why ſhould you ſ{cruple? 
or if it were a tran{greſſion, it was bur alit- 
tle tranſgreiſon, they would not defire you 
to go far, and who is there that lives, and 
doth not tranſgreſs thoſe bounds ? and you 
might eaſily repent and find mercy, if God 


were offended; you might quickly retire| - 


and return into your former limits; then 


whilſt you have been parlying with temp: 


tations, the ſilken Cords have been faſtned 
abour you, and e're you have been aware 
you have been drawn along, partly willing 
2nd parily unwilling, and enticed unto ſome 
kind of fins, and complyed with ſome kind 
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of luſts, indulging your felves togive them ſa- 
tisfaCtion, whereby you have been beguild 
and befool'd, whereby you have been tecrer- 
ly wounded, and inwardly defiled ; and thus 
your evidences for Heaven have been milſe- 
rably blotted, ſo that now you are not able 
to read them. Time hath been when world- 
ly Aﬀettions feemed to be mortifyed with- 
in you, to be dead and buried; many a ſore 
thruſt and wound you had given unto them, 
and how did they bleed and faint, and grew 
ſo weak that they ſeemed to be giving up 
the Ghoſt; and you have thought ſarely 
they would never (tir much im you any more. 
And then your love to Chriſt was ſtrong and 
active, it did burn and flame within you, 
and O the zeal which you then had for your 
Maſters honour, and you ſ{eemedto have no 
intereſt to carry on in the World, bat the in- 
tereſt of Chriſt, and you minded nor your 
own things upon your own account, but all 
your intereſts were ſwallowed up in the in- 


tereſt of Jeſus Chriſt, which you chiefly 
minded and cared for, and made every 


thing elſe to truckle under it, and to be fub- 
{ervient unto it. But now your affettions to 
Chriſt are ſtrangely cooled ; if there be the 
fire of love to Chriſt ſill within you, it is 
not fire in burning coals, or in a vehement. - 
flame, but it is a fire ms few ſcattered ſparks, 

2 


and | - 
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and thoſe raked over, that they give neither 
light nor heat, andare hardly, if ;at all dif- 

cernable by you; and your worldly affecti- 
ons, Which {eem'd to be dead, they have 
.Sotten ſpirit, and life, and vigour, and 
ſtrength. O theeager deſire which you have 
after the world, and the things in ihe world, 
and theſe accompanied with eager proſecu- 
tion of the World ; now the Worid hath 
- your thoughts in contrivements about it, and 
the World hath your tongues in your moſt 
frequent ditcourſe of ir, now the World 
hath your hand and your time, . but that 
which is worſt of all, the World hath your 
heart too, the World hath juſtled Chriſt 
- off his Throne, and for the preſent doth u- 
ſurp his ſeat. And is.it then a wonder if your 
beloved be offended that you ſhould thus 
decline in your love, that your hearts ſhould 


50 a whoring from him unto the Creature, 


in your giving thoſe affeCtions unto any thing 
in the world which are his due ? Hence it is 
that Chriſt hath ſhut up his countenauce from 
you, or if he looks, itis with frowns upon 
you ; you have loſt your firſt love, and 
you have loſt your firſt ſights, and your 
firſt taſts of the Love of Chriſt ; now your 
ſpiritual joys and comforts are fled out of 
fight, they are loſt and gone, and the bare 


zamembrance of them only doth remain, and 
what- 
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whatever delights you: have they are only 
ſuch as come 1n at the door of fenle, you 
| have none at all that come in at rhe door of 
faich, and your ſenſual delights have expel- 
led and baniſhed your -ſpiricual. . Now the - 
rich Goſpel-priviledges have not that favour: 
and ſweet reliſh with you as heretofore ; 
your minding and favouring ſo much the 
Earth and Earthly things, hath dirreliſhed 
your {piritual Appetite. O che miſchief which: 
induſged fin hath done unto you ! O the un- 
felr wounds, but {o much the more deep -. 
and dangerous, which fin hath given you! 
O the defilements of ſin in- your Conlci- 
ences, and the ſtains and blots which fin 
hath caſt upon your profeſſion ! O the ha- 
vock which {in hatin made amongſt vour 
Sraces, and amongſt your comforts: Leaves 
you have ftill of an outward profeſſion, bar 
where is your fruit to be found? if you. 
have ſome fruir, 1s irnot withered fruir, four, 
and ill-reliſhed, not ſuch ripe and mellow 
aud {weet fruit as heretofore in your flourifh- 
ing eſtate? ſurely theiLord 1s ar a great 
diſtance from ſuch of you: and are there 
not too many ſuch amongſt you ? and whar 
n-:d have you to remember whence you 
are fallen, to ranſack your hearts, to find 
out your lins, to humble your felves deep- 
ly, to repent, and grieve, arid mourn, to 
3 curn 
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turn your laughter into weeping, and your 
10y into heavinels, and to return unto the 
Lord ſpeedily, and do your firſt works, 
otherwite fome fearful judgments. are like 


r9 befall vou, and the Lord may be even 
forced ro awaken you with a vengeance,and 
make you a terrour anto your ſelves, and 
unto ai} about you. Don'tprovokethe Lord 
by your thus running away from him, to 
follow you with a ſtorm as he did Foras,and 
io devour you 1n the floods and waves of 
dreadſul aNictions, that hereby he may re- 
dnce and reſtore you, and keep you from 
b<ing drowned in utter perdition and eternal 
deftrution. It may be the Lord hath icourg- 
ed ſome ofyou for your faults with the rods 
of {ome croſſes and diſappointments, ſome 
outward loflfes and troubles; ir may be he 
bath pur bitterneis upon thoſe breaſts which 
you have been ſucking, and mingled gall 
1m the cup of your pleatures which you have 
been drinking ; and you have begun to think 
. of yourevil wayes,and ſeen what an evil thing 
and bitter it isto backſlide from the Lord ; 
and you have thought it was beſt with you 
when you were neareſt unto Chriſt: it maybe 
God hathdealt with you ashetelleth his back- 
 fliding people he would do with them, /Zo/. 
2. 6, 7. Behold Iwill hedge up thy way with 


thorns, and make a wall, that ſhe ſhall not find 
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her paths: And ſhe ſhall follow after her Lo- 
vers, but ſhe ſhall not overtake them, ana ſhe 
ſhall feck them, but ſhe ſhall not find them-. 
T hes ſtall ſhe ſay, I will go and return to my- 
firſt husband, for th:n it w. vetter with me 
than now, And now you are ſeeking afcer 
your Beloved, but he hath wichdrawn him- 
ſelf from you, and ſeems to rakeno notice 
of you; you call, and cry, and figh, and 
weep, and lament, and complain, and teek, 
and wait, and yet he withholds from you 
all ipectal diſcoveries of his Love. Pothbly 
doubrs may hence ariſe, and fears grow up- 
on your ſpirits, and you are ready to-fink, 
and ſometimes are almoſt overwhelmed 
with inward troubl=, Let this Doctrine be 
an encouragement to you ſtiil ro feek dilt- 
gently, and wair patiently, for the Lord will 
manifeſt himlelf again unto you in his own: 


time, which is the beſi-rtime. He may try 


you for a whil=s whether you will follow him 
in the datk ; he may ſuffer you ro wait fome 
time for him, who have made him to wait 1o 
long time for you: Bur if you perlevere to 
ieek himdiligently in his ways, you ſhall find 
thac ic will not be in vain. And what would 
you ſay, yebackſliding Souls, if the Lord 
ſhould manifeit himielf untoyouat this time? 
would you not abuſe his kindrefs,if he ſhould 
diicover.his love to you again ? would you 

I. Fab nor 
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not grow wanton and carnally ſecure ? if he 


fzonld now renew your evidences, and pive | 


them fair written,and eaſy to be read by you, 
*yould you not blot them again by your ſins? 
1: he ſhould now ſpeak peaceunto your Con- 
iciences, would you not apain return unto 
mth ? if he: ſhould now reitore unto you 
thejoys of his Salvation, and ſend down the 
Holy Ghoſt from Heaven to come unto you, 
to be your Comforter, and to dwell with 
you, Would you not grieve and quench the 
Svirit, aud provoke him to another retire- 
ment, and more dreadful withdrawings than 
Eefore ? It may bethe Lord will try you; 
ir may de the Loxd may draw near, and 
make iome dilcovery of him'elf,. and dilce- 
'&ry of his Love unto you : It may be the 
1.ord may look kindly now upon you, 
aid ſecretly by his Spiriv{peak kindly unto 
you : You are now looking, and longing, 
and hoping, and waiting, pollibly this may 


be the time of your ſeeing his face, and the | 


{railes rhar are there, ' of your feeling the 
{weer ſheddings abroad of his love into your 

earts by his Spirit, at leaſt he may give you 
a glimple, a glance, a little rafte, ſuch as 
ſhall raviſh your hearts. However, wait for 
him, and with earneſt deſires and importu- 
nate requeſts, plead with him for his re- 


turns, and thele manifeſtations, and that in 
\uch 


fuch kind of Language as this : Come Lord 


| Teſts, come quickly, make haſt O my Beloved, 


make haft to my ſoul, that thirſteth for thee as 


the parched land after the ſweet ſhowers that 
fail from Heaven, as the hunted Hart after 


the cooling and refreſhing ſtreams of the water- 
brooks. O when ſhall I drink of thoſe waters of 
life which thou haſt to give, who art the fonn- 
tain and ſpring from whence they flow ? when 


ſhall I tafte again how good thou art ? when 


ſhall 1 ſee thee again, and feed and feaſt my 


ſoul again with thy love ? when. Lord, O when © 
wilt rhou come unto me.? wilt thou caſt off 


for ever ? wilt thou be favonrable no more ? 


haſt thou in. anger. ſhut up thy bowels ? ſhall . 
this cloud alwayes (it upon thy brow ? ſhallthis 


curtain alwayes be drawn before thy. face ? 


Truth Lord, I have grievouſly ſinned, and + 


greatly offended thee.; but have I not, do not 


truly repent ? 1s there any thing in the world *© 


ſo.grievous unto me as the remembrance of my. 
miſcarniazes? I acknomleds my offence, my fol- 
ly.and harrid ingratitude ; out fall my (ins be 
alwayes a wall of ſeparation between me and 
my bcloved ? are not thy bowels tender ? are 
noi thy mercies plentiful 7 35 therenor for giuc- 
neſs with thee that thou may?ſt be feared, and 


rhe mare dearly beloved ? do {7 thor not fargive - 
freely without nppraiding.? haſt thou not pro- - 


miſed. to be found of all them that ailigently 
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ſeekthee? and didſt thou ever failsn thy word for the 
mite any? and ſhall The the firſt? are not the de- |, 1 a 
frres of my Soul after thee, and that chieſly,and |. y; 
that carneſtly ? ts there not dearth and drought |... - 
7n all things beneath thy ſelf, nothing that can more, 
grve me ſatisfaction ? have 1 not renounced |j,yin; 
Ine world for my portion ? thou mighteſt ſend |, yn; 
me tothe World for help and comfort, tothe |,,;;, 
world which I have over-earneſtly deſired and any lo 
lowed, andover-eagerly ſought for contentment |QO ng; 
and happineſs in ; But is this thy wont and thy glad i 
way, and the manner of thy dealing with them | heyy ; 
that are grieved for their ſin, and aſhamed of | deſire 
their folly ? haſt thou not promiſed to manifeſt | with. 
thy ſelf untothem that love thee? and donot | tg yo 
T love thee? ao (} not thou who knoweſt all things. | | by p 
kizow that I love thee ? though my love betm- | plead, 
perfect, yet 1s it not true? thoughit beweak, | wow c 
yer 5 it nor ſincere ? elſe whence are theſe de- | ling 1 
fires after Thee above ail Perſons and Things | up thi 
in the Iiſerld ? are not theſe the produtt of | beholc 
true Love? and milt thou not make good thy ridimn 
Promiſethen, to manifeſt thy ſelf anto me ! and | that 
if 1 had the manifeſtations of thy love, would | thou 
rot miy love grow and engreaſe hereby? ſhould | And 
I not love thee more dearly and ſtrongly, if 1 yield 
had clear diſcoverics, and were perſwaded aſ- |\ kent 
ſurealy of thy love unto me? Truth Lord, I am | who 
altogether unworthy of ſuch a favour; but 
&iaſr thou ever biſfow this favour upon = 
or 
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for their deſerts ? ave not all thy gifts free ? 
and am not I as capable as any of free grate * 
the more unworthy, the more I ſhall admire 
thee : the more 1s forgiven, I ſhall love thee 
more, and may I not now have a taſte of thy - 
loving-kindneſs ? Haſten my beloved, O ha$t- 
en unto me, and be as a Roe upon the Houn- \ 
tains of Spices ! do not veil thy face from me 
any longer, do not conceal thy love, but now, 
O now draw near, and make me exceeding : 
glad in the light of thy countenanee, andin the - 
beauty of thy face, and ſmiles thereof. Such 
defires and pleadings as thele might prevail - 
with the Lord forthwith to return again un- + 
to you, and to ſay, Well Soul, 1 have heard . 
thy prayer, thy breathing, and thy cry ;, thy 
pleadings have prevailed with me, and I am . 
now come unto thee, and be 1it to thee accor- 
Gding t0 thy diſires;, come foul, and look up, lift + 
up thine eyes, and ſee; Here T 2m, vehold me, . 
behold me ; this day I am come to bring glad 
ridings of great joy unto thee. I aſſure thee - 
that I am thine, and all mine us thine, and : 
thou art mine, and ſhalt be mine for ever. 
And what words can found fo {weet, and - 
yield ſuch-comfort,as theſe or ſuch like, ſpo- 
ken by the Spirit/unto the hearts of thole from. || 
whom Chriſt is withdrawn ? - jt 
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SECTION VII. 


Uſe 3. He Third Uſe doth concern you 
thatdolove Chriſt, and have the 
manifeſtations ofhis love to your fouls. Three 
things be exhorted unto. 1. Rejoyce in the 
Lord. 2. Admire his free Grace. 3. Labour 
to retain theſe Manifeſtations. 
1. Youthathave the manifeſtations of the 
Love of Chriſt, Rejoycein the Lord ; of all 
perſons in the World you have moſt reaſon 
ro rejoyce: you are the happieſt men and wo- 
men alive. Iris not wealth in the greatelt a- 
bundance which can make men happy : the 
richeſt Perſons have often thorns of the great- 
eftdi!content to pterte their hearts, and ſtings 
of the greateſt guilt to wound their, Conlci- 
euces: Itisnot the higheſt honourand world- 
Iy cizvity which can make men happy ; the 
vileſt men are often exalted, and thole that 
are in the higheſt places, are in the molt ſiip- 
pery places, from whence they are loon calt 
down into deſtruction, and whatever ſecuri- 
ty they have inlife, yet they are uſually con- 


{umed utterly with terrors when grim death-.. 


doth appear, and ſummon them to depart: 
It 1s not the iweeteſt ſenſual delight thar can- 
make men happy: Vanity is the attendant, 
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and vexation of Spirit is the conſequent of 


all thoſe pleaſures that are ſ{enfual and finful, 
which are the feed alto of pain and everlaſt- 


ing torment, Such only can be faid to be 


happy in truth, as are really united and re- 
lated unto Jeſus Chriſt, and through him 
reconciled unto God, and entiruled unto the 
Kingdom of Heaven ; bur you are the moſt 
happy, -and have reaton to take the moſt 
comfort, who have not only relation unto 
Chriſt, but alſo the Manifeitations of him ; 
who know that Chriſtis yours, and you are 
his, that Chriſt loveth you, and that his 


Love, as it had no beginning, ſo it is with- 


out changing, and will know no ending. If 
you know that Chriſt loveth you, you have 
reaton to rejoyce, becaule hereby you may 
know afſuredly that you are elected, that 
God by an eternal and unchangeable Decree 
hath choſen you, when he hath choſen to 
few of fallen Men, and none: of the. fallen. 
Angels, and when there was not the- leaſt 


; foreſeen Motive to indnce him hereunto; 


the aſſurance of this may yield unexpreſſible 
ſweetneſs unto you, If you know. that 
Chriſt lovetl-you, you may know aſluredly 
your eftectual Calling, Converſion, and 
wonderful Union unto Chriſt ; and-O what 
matter of Joy 1s it to think how God hati 
called you. ont of darnefs. into —— 

| ous 
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lons light ! how he hath delivered you out 
of the Snare of the Devil, and the bonds of 
your own Luſts, and ſet your Souls at liber- 
ty ! how h= hath wrought a Miracle in your 
firſt Reſurrection from the Grave and. ſpiri- 
tual Death of Sin, and put forth the fame 
power in your New Creation and change of 
your Natures, as in bis firſt Creation of the 
World ! how he hath gdiflolved, and made 
a divorce between your hearts and your fins, 
and ſo wonderfully United andetpouied you 
unto the Lord Jelus, and by this Conjuncti- 
on and Relation given you an intereſt in all 
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the Priviledges which Chriſt hath Purcha-' 


ſed. If you know that Chriſt doth love 
you, you may know afluredly that you are 
Juſtified through his Merits and Mediation ; 
and O what matter of Joy is this, to rhink 
that all your ſins Original and Actual, are 
pardoned, that none can lay any fin to your 
charge, becaule God hath juſtified you! 
that there is none that ſhall condemn you, 
becauſe Chrilt hath loved you, and out of 
Love hath dyed for you, andis now making 


Interceſſon for you at the right hand of God, 

Rom. $.33, 34+. to be acquitred from all: 
guilt, and no more liable unto future wrath,- 
than if you had never offended ; and when 


you had no Righreouſnets of your own, to 
be accepted as perfecily righteous in the 


fight. 
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fight of God, through the imputation of 
Chriſts perfect Righteouſneſs * Who have 
realon to rcjoyce, if you have not rea- 
ſon? If you know that Chriſt loveth you, 
you may afluredly tay, that you are the 
Sons and Daughters of che Lord Almighty ; 
and will you not rejoyce, when of Chiidren 
of the Devil, Children of Diſobedience, 
Children of Wrath, you are made the Chil- 
dren of God, the Glorious Jehovah, that 
is the fupream Sovereign and King of the 
whole World, and when you have not an 
empty Name only, but are entituled ro all 
the Priviledges of his Children? If you 
know that Chriſt doth love you, you may 
know atluredly that he will keep alive his 
Incereſt 1n you, preſerve his Grace in your 


| Hearts, and enable you to perievere in Fa:th 


and Holinels, notwithitanding all the al- 
luring Temptations which you may meet 
withall in the World, notwithſtandjag all 
the Suggeſtions and oppoſicions of Sathan, 


| and notwithſtanding all che powerful work- 


ings of your remaining luſtsand corruptions, 
all which do combine together, and uſe all 
their power and policy ( which is great ) 
to Extirpate your Grace, to draw you unto 
lin, to entice or force you out of the ways 
of God; and O what matrer of comfort is 
it, that the Lord Jeſus who loveth you, hath 
un- 
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undertaken for you to keep you in his hand, 
and by h1s unſeen bart mighty power, to en- 


able you to reſiſt and overcome to hold on 
in his ways, 'and hold out unto the end, ſo 


that you may triumph with the Apoſtle, and: 


ſay as Rom. 8. 35, 37. Who ſhall ſeparate us 
from the love of Chriſt ? ſhall tribulation, or 
diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or naked- 
neſs, or peril, or ſword ? Nay, in all theſe 
things we are more than Conquerors through 
him that loved us. And you may be per- 


{waded as Paul was, and greatly rejoyce 


therein, that, as v. 38, 39. Nernber death 
nor life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor 


Powers, nor things preſent, nor things to- 


come, nor heighth, nor depth, nor any other 


Creature ſhall be able ts jeparate you from 


the love of God which 1s in Chriſt Jeſs your 
Lord. 


ever imperfeCtions and finful mixtures they 
have, yet that they a;e mingled with the 
ſweer Incenſe of Chriſts Merits, through 
which they are perfumed and accepted ;z aud 
what comfort is this, that whatever you ask 
of the Father in the name of your dear Lord 
Jeſus, if it be for his'glory and your good, 
he will certainly procure it for you. To con- 
clude. If you know rhar Chriſt doth love 


yOu, . 


If you know that Chriſt doth love. 
you, you may know alluredly that your- 
Prayers have audience with God, that what- | - 


Fames) taith to him, Lord, how zs it that 
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you, you may know afluredly that you are 
Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven, and that 
as Certainly as you are alive, you ſhall at- 
tain eternal felicity in the beatifical Viſion 
and Fruition of your Lord ; as certainly as 
you have the firſt Fruits, ſo certainly ſhall 
you have the Harveſt; as certainly as you 
have the Earneſt, fo certainly ſhall you have 
the Inheritance ; as certainly as you ſee 
Chriſt by Faith here, fo certainly ſhall you 
have the heartfical Viſion of his Perſon and 
glory in Heaven, and be made perfetly 
happy in the eternal and full enjoyment of 
him 3 O how ſhould you then rejoyce in the 
Lord, rejoyce in his Perſon, rejov<e in his 
Love, rejoyce in his Benefits, rejoyce 1n 
what you have, and rejoyce in what you 
hope to have by him rejoyce in what you 
{ee now, and feel now, and taſte now ; and 
rejoyce in the forefights and foretaſts of 


'your Happineſs to' come. Rejoyce in the 


Lord alwayes, and again [ ſay rcjoyce. 

2, If you have manifeſtations of Chriſts 
Love unto you, Admire his Free Grace in 
theſe Manifeſtations ; as Fob. 14. 22, When 
Chriſt had promiſed to manifeſt himielf un- 
to tuch as love him, Tad ( not 1ſcarior 
he was the Traitor, and had no true love 
ro his Maſter, but Fudas the Brother of 


thou 
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thou wilt manifeſt thy ſelf unto us, and not 
anto the IW/orld ? This Queſtion 1s not a 
Queſtion of Enquiry concerning the Way 
and Manner how Chriſt would manifeſt him- 
ſelf upto them, but ir is a Queſtion of Ad- 
miration concerning the Thing; Ti 343-4 67: 


Aa Abpenaix COncerniny 


WW VENNET £u22ritar oxzy])v. What is done ? 
or What is come to paſs? How is it ? 
or Whence is it? His Queſtion did not 
expect an Anſwer, neither do we find 
any to ir, but only expreſſed his Wonder 
that Chrit ſhould manifeſt himſelf unto 
them. And how ſhould you wonder then 
that the Lord Jeſus ſhould manifeſt him- 
ſelf unto you! That the Lord Jeſus, whole 
Name -is Wonderful, and hath ſo many 
Wonders in him, a perſon of ſo great 
Eminency and Excellency, who hath tuch 
a Crown of Glory upan his Head, ſuch 
Robes of Glory upon his Back, and on the 
Veſture of his Garment and his Thigh a' 
Name written, Kings of Kings, and Lerd 
of Lords; that this moſt excellent Perſon 
ſhould manifeſt himſeif unto You, {nch 
as You, when he conceals himſelf from 
the greateſt Princes of the Earth, who 
by their Intereſt, Authority and Influence 
might ſo highly promote his Glory, he 
ſhould manifeft himſelf unto you, who. for 
the moſt part are low and mean, poor and 


deſpi- 
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deipiied in the World; that when he hideth 
himſelf from moſt of the Wiſe and Prudent, 
and great Scholars in the World, who by 
their Parts and Learnins might magnifie his 
Name, and {pread his fame, he ſhould ma- 
niteſt himſelf unto you, who for the moſt 
part are perſons of mean parts and Educatt- 
on; that when Chriſt hideth himſelf from 
many Moraliſts, who have eſcaped the 
eroſler Pollutions which are in the World, 
he ſhould reveal and manifeſt himſelf unto 
you, fome of whom before Converſion 
were notoriouſly guilty of moſt foul fins ; 
that when Chriſt manifefteth himſelf unto 
ſo few, that you ſhould be in the Number 
of thoſe Few ; how many wonders are here ! 
That this Glorious Perſon ſhould ſend 
down another Glorious Perſon, I mean the 
Holy Ghoſt, from Heaven, ( which ts 
more than if he had ſent down all the Glo- 
rious Angels which are in Heaven) to 
make this Di'covery of himſelf unto you 
That he ſhould make uſe of the Fooliſhnets 
of Preaching as a means to effect this great 
thing ; that while a man of like paſhons 
and infirmities with your ſelves is opening 
and applying the Scriptures, the Lord by 
this means ſhould unveil himſelf and open 
the treaſures of his Love unto you ; that 


your humble, fervent and believing pray- 
ers 
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ers: here on Earth ſhould aſcend up to the 


throne of God that is in Heaven, and 
move the Lord Jeſus that is there to come 


down thence, though not in perſon, yet. 


by his Spirit; that prayer ſhould open 
Heavens gate, and have ſuch a prevalency 
for this manifeſtation and diicovery of 
Chriſt; though the beſt prayers of the beſt 
men 'are not without mixture of fin: that 
whiteſt you are fitting at the Lords table, 
the Lord himſelf ſhould give. you a viſt, 
and whilſt you are eating bread and wine 
at the Sacrament, he ſhould pive you to 
tee and feel and taſte himſelf and his Love 
by your ſpiritual fenſes. It was wonder- 
ſal humiliation in Chriſt that when he could 
have commanded the moſt ſtately Hories, 
yea Lions, Elephants, or Unicorns, he 

ſhould ride to Jeruſalem upon an Als, and 
when Chriſt hath the Chariots of fo ma- 
ny thouſand glorious Angels, which he 
could command and ride triumpiantly in 
when he makes diſcovery of himſelf unto 
his people, that he ſhould make uſe of 
the Chariots of ſo mean Ordinances in the 
diſcovery of himſelf unto you; how many 
wonders are here ! how ſhould you admire 
his wonderful Grace and Love, and- ſay, 
What is man that thou art thus mindful of 


him, or any of the ſons of min, that thou | 
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ſhouldſt thus viſit them? What are we un- 
worthy wretches? and why ſheuldt thou ma- 


(nifeſt thy ſelf unto us? Even ſo, dear Feſus, 


becauſe it ſcemed good n thy. ſight. Eipe- 


Ictally you have realon to. wonder and ad- 


mire at the manifeſtations which Chriſt hath 
given of himfelf and love t@ you, when 
you conſider the excellency of theſe mani- 
feſtations and diicoveries beyond all other 
diicoveries. If you have ſeen the moſt rare 
works of Art and human Invention, the 
moſt curious Pictures, the moſt ſtately E- 
difices, or any other works of the moit in- 


Ilgenious contrivement: If you have viewed 


the works of Nature which do far exceed 
thoſe 'of Art, the beautiful frame of the 


[Heavens over your heads, and the glori- 


ous Luminaries of Sun, Moon, and Stars, 
in their wonderful light and motion; the 
Earth under your feet when 1c hath got on 
Its beſt attire, when the fields are cloathed 
with graſs in the Spring, or enriched with 
corn in the Summer ; If you nave {een the 
moſt pleaſant Brooks and Sireams, and 
Fountains of water, the moſt {tarely Groves 


ith lofty and broad ſhadowing Trees 

he moſt flouriſhing Orchards, moft rich- 

y laden with variety of the moſt delict- 

us fruit; the moſt delig':tfull Oey 
- Wh 
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-- - infinitely more beauty and lovelineſs in 
= Jeſus Chriſt: all viſible beauty is but a ſha- 
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with variety of the choiceſt Flowers caſt- 


ing forth the moſt fragrant ſmel]; If you 
have ſeen al ſorts of Birds and Fowls in 
the Air, all forts of Beafts on the Earth, 
all ſorts of Fiſh in the Sea; If you have ſeen 
the moſt goodly Men that ever were born; 
the faireſt Women, with the moſt ſpark- 
ling beauty : What is the ſight of all 
thele things, and the moſt lovely objects 
that-ever were viſible to the eye of the 
body ? the ſight of all is but mean and con- 
temptible, and not worthy to be named in 
compariſon with the fight of the Lord Je- 
ſus by the eye of the Soul. Whatever 
beauty and loyelinels there is to be found 
in any orinall viſible Creatures, there is 


-- dow, in Chriſt there is ſubſtantial beauty; 
© all viſible beaaty is fading ; hke the flower 
= that ſoon withereth , like the leaf that 


foon' fadeth, but in Chriſt there is per-| 


- manent beauty : all viſible beauty 1s in- 
feriour and mean, yea deformity compa-| 
red with Chriſts tranſcendent lovelineſs. 
There is no diſcovery to the eye of the 
mind comparable to the diſcovery of 
Chriſt unto the eye of Faich. The light 


of Nature in the greateſt improvement 
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_\ of it, is but a weak and dim light in com- , 


pariſon with the fpirirual light of the . 
knowledge of Chriſt. No light fo clear 
and bright, no lightſo pure and ſweet, as 
that which makes diſcovery of the Lord 
Jeſus unto the Soul. This diicovery of 
Chriſt doth difpell clouds from the Mind, 
and exhale luſts from the Heart ; it doth- 
brighten the Underſtanding and cleanle the 
Aﬀections; it doth warm the Heart with 


love, and fill the Heart with comfort; 


it quiers the Conicience and purifies it 3 ' 


| it gives a molt {yeet_ peace and tranquilt- 


ty to the {pirit,"and withall brings in tuch. 


ſpiritual joy, as. is unſpeakable and fall 


of Glory. . O how then ſhould you at. 
mire the Riches of the Grace and kind- 


neſs of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto you! - 4-8 


that he ſhould give. unto you this dilſco- 
very of himſelf, when the _ diicoyery is 
{o admirable, ſo excellent, ' ſo deſirable, 
ſo n{efu},, and' which doth lifr you up into +: 
a far higher degree of excellency, than © 
the otherwiſe moſt accompliſhr perions ? 
in the world, that are without this diico- 
very... —- | 


3. To conclude, If you have theſe ma- + 
nifeſtations of Chriſt and his love unto 2 


youg?? 


CS Peſo ah an rei. hs 
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S C ſelve in any fins, which may raged | 
OI hw" *ro depart from you, and withdraw | 
the ſweet and comfortable influences of, | 
© his -$piric, and be diligent in the ule. of {| 
= all means. and ordinances,  publick, pri- 
= vate and fecret, whereby you may main- {1 
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: TOs abou to retain theſe manifeſtations. 'Þ 
In:a word, take heed of indulging your ::* 
ſelves in any fins, which may provoke : ; 


Þih to depart from you, and withdraw 


'the {ſweet and comfortable influences of ;& 
* his Spirir, and be diligent in the ule of : 
all means aud ordinances, publick, pri- | 


vate and fecret, whereby you may main- 
tain daily Communion and Fellowſhip 


* with him. 
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